

















Members of the regional maritime community gathered at Camden, New
Jersey’s famous Harbour League Club on Friday, April 6 to honor one of
their own: Robert Palaima, President of Delaware River Stevedores, Inc.
Mr. Palaima was the recipient of the annual Spirit of the Port Award,
presented by the Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI). Each year, SCI selects for
this prestigious honor an individual who best exemplifies the spirit of
integrity, honor, and industriousness to which all members of the maritime
community aspire. Taking a moment to pose for a photograph following the
award ceremony are, from left to right: The Reverend James D. Von Dreele,
Director of SCI; Kevin Castagnola, Deputy Executive Director of the South
Jersey Port Corporation (SJPC); Uwe Schulz, President of the Ports of the
Delaware River Marine Trade Association (PMTA); Mr. Palaima; Jay
Jones, Director of Communications & Administration for SIPC; and Bill
McLaughlin, Director of Governmental & Public Affairs at the
Philadelphia Regional Port Authority (PRPA). Among his many other
contributions to Delaware River maritime commerce, PRPA is proud that
Mr. Palaima’s company, Delaware River Stevedores, operates PRPA’S
Tioga Marine Terminal.
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he Philadelphia Regional Port Authority

has joined with other members of the
Delaware River maritime community in
opposing the Desert Grape Growers
League of Coachella, California and its
efforts to impose substantial duties on
Chilean table grapes imported during the
months of April, May, and June. These
duties, if imposed, would essentially pre-
vent table grapes from being shipped to
the United States from Chile during these
months, and could result in fewer ship-
ments of other Chilean fruit because ships
only sail when they are filled to capacity.
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In a letter to U.S. Commerce Secretary
Donald Evans, PRPA Executive Director
James T. McDermott, Jr. wrote that "the
imposition of new duties on Chilean grape
imports would do serious and long-lasting
damage to Chilean exporters and to those
employed in the import, storage, and
transportation of grapes at the Port of
Philadelphia."

The presence of Chilean table grapes
in the U.S. marketplace does not harm
U.S. interests. Chilean grapes come into
the United States during months when
there is no domestic harvest, thus allowing
U.S. supermarkets to keep consumers
supplied with fresh grapes and other fruits
at stable prices. Meanwhile, commercial
activity generated through the export
of Chilean produce sustains jobs in
Philadelphia, as well as in the entire tri-
state area. 65 million cases of grapes
and fruit of all varieties from Chile enter
the U.S. each year. Of that amount, nearly
70% of this volume enters the United
States through ports in Philadelphia,
southern New Jersey, and Delaware.

The California petition was filed by a
small group of domestic growers who
represent less than 10% of the entire
U.S. grape industry, much less than the
threshold standard for a group to repre-
sent a U.S. industry in such a case. As
such, these growers are not in a position
to speak for their industry, much less the
many commercial and consumer interests
that are affected by this petition.

Mr. McDermott, in his letter to Secretary
Evans, reiterated President Bush’s call to
maintain and develop free trade with our
hemispheric partners, including Chile.
“Approval of this unwarranted petition,”
Mr. McDermott wrote, “would be a great
step backward in that national interest.” m
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Port Boosts Exports: Continued from page 2
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Among the several PRPA employees who signed up for clean-up duty on April 25 were
(pictured above from left to right) Executive Director James McDermott; Chief Engineer
Al Woodford; Legal Department Secretary Barbara Coleman; and Project Engineer Mike Scott.

Port Does Some Spring Cleaning

It could be said that on Wednesday, April 25, PRPA employees showed that they truly
“clean up real good.” To clarify, several members of the port staff donned jeans and work
gloves to participate in the annual “Port Clean-Up Day,” an event originally organized by
Urban Engineers, Inc., but which has since evolved into an event that several port and
port-related businesses participate. The aim of the day is to give the city of Philadelphia a
little extra help in maintaining the appearance of the stretch of North Delaware Avenue
that runs along and services PRPA's Tioga Marine Terminal and the GATX tank farm.
“Though the City and the businesses here do an admirable job keeping this area presenta-
ble, the heavy truck and rail traffic and other industrial activity sometimes result in us
overlooking the finer points of port beautification,” said PRPA Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr. “This day is an effort to do a little extra cleaning up along Delaware
Avenue and the connecting streets in the vicinity of Tioga Terminal.”



