












PRPA Board
Welcomes
Michael A. Rashid

The Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority is pleased to announce that
Michael A. Rashid has joined the
agency’s Board of Directors.  Mr. Rashid
was appointed to the 11-member PRPA
Board by State Representative William
DeWeese, House Minority Leader of the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives.
Mr. Rashid attended his first PRPA
Board meeting on Friday, April 20.

Mr. Rashid is Executive Vice President and
Chief Operating Officer of Keystone Mercy
Health Plan, and has over 25 years of health-
care experience.  He resides with his family 
in Ambler, Pennsylvania.

“As well as being a successful, effective
administrator at Keystone Health Plan, Mr.
Rashid is an active member of the region’s
business and civic community,” said PRPA
Chairman David Woods.  “I know he will be a
major asset to this board, and I look forward
to working with him.” ■
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The cows weren’t
the only cargo 
being loaded aboard
the vessel that day.
Longshoremen were
also busy loading pal-
lets of bagged food 
pellets, and hundreds of
bales of straw and hay:
the heifers’ food during
their voyage across the
Atlantic Ocean.  Tioga
Terminal’s on-dock stor-
age facilities allowed
for the advance deliv-
ery of the foodstuffs

several days before, so the pellets, straw and
hay were ready and waiting for loading when
the cattle vessel arrived.  As the cows were
moved into the vessel on April 12 (via a ramp

connecting the backs of the trucks to an
opening on the side of the ship), dockside
cranes simultaneously loaded the animals’
feed over the top of the vessel, where it was
stored on deck and in cargo holds.

“Though we are certainly proud of the
expertise we’ve developed in the handling 
of our regular niche cargoes,” said Executive
Director James T. McDermott, Jr., “our 
ability to handle special-needs cargoes 
such as livestock truly demonstrates our 
versatility to handle any type of business that
comes along.”

PRPA exported dairy cows for the first time
in 1997, and has successfully handled live-
stock cargoes several times since then. Tioga
Marine Terminal is operated by Delaware
River Stevedores, Inc. ■

Export Development at the Delaware River
Port Authority; and George Schuman, Export
Development Specialist at SEDA-COG. 

The last part of the day consisted of a bus
tour of the Port, conducted by Mr. O’Brien and
PRPA Director of Communications Joseph
Menta.  The tour gave the Port’s visitors the
opportunity to witness maritime commerce
firsthand, as they saw containers being 
discharged from a vessel at Packer Avenue
Marine Terminal and bananas arriving at the
Pier 82 fruit-handling facility.

“I think the day was a valuable one,” said
Mr. Packer of PennPorts.  “It got everyone
thinking that the Port of Philadelphia isn’t 
just for Philadelphians.  It’s an asset that ben-
efits all Pennsylvanians, and can especially
benefit Pennsylvania businesses if they take
advantage of it.”

Pennsylvania manufacturers interested 
in learning more about the Port and the many
ways it can be of service should contact 
the PRPA Marketing Department at (215) 
426-2600. ■

PRPA Marketing Representative
Dominic O'Brien discusses the 
capabilities of the Port of Philadelphia
to a visiting group of Pennsylvania
manufacturers.

Port Visitors: Continued from page 1

Michael A. Rashid

Bales of hay to feed over 950 heifers
are loaded and stored on the deck 
of the Gerard Patrick Purcell 
by longshoremen.

It could be said that on Wednesday, April 25, PRPA employees showed that they truly
“clean up real good.”  To clarify, several members of the port staff donned jeans and work

gloves to participate in the annual “Port Clean-Up Day,” an event originally organized by
Urban Engineers, Inc., but which has since evolved into an event that several port and

port-related businesses participate.  The aim of the day is to give the city of Philadelphia a
little extra help in maintaining the appearance of the stretch of North Delaware Avenue

that runs along and services PRPA’s Tioga Marine Terminal and the GATX tank farm.
“Though the City and the businesses here do an admirable job keeping this area presenta-

ble, the heavy truck and rail traffic and other industrial activity sometimes result in us
overlooking the finer points of port beautification,” said PRPA Executive Director James T.

McDermott, Jr.  “This day is an effort to do a little extra cleaning up along Delaware
Avenue and the connecting streets in the vicinity of Tioga Terminal.”  

Among the several PRPA employees who signed up for clean-up duty on April 25 were 
(pictured above from left to right) Executive Director James McDermott; Chief Engineer 

Al Woodford; Legal Department Secretary Barbara Coleman; and Project Engineer Mike Scott.

Port Boosts Exports: Continued from page 2
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It’s a highway for international trade that allows
businesses, ports and shipping lines to move all
manner of the world’s products to your home and
workplace - safely, cost-effectively and in an
environmentally friendly way.

And as international trade increases, these same
river highways are the first step in delivering
American-made products to global markets.

In our new global economy, it is more important
than ever to maintain and improve the arteries of
commerce that are America’s rivers. Just as we
repave our roads to handle more trucks and 
automobiles, we need to deepen our waterways
and expand our ports to handle more trade...
trade that is moving on increasingly larger ships
and in higher volumes, creating more job and
business opportunities than ever before.

America’s Ports: We bring the world to your door.

For more information on the port
industry, contact: AAPA, 1010

Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
Or visit the AAPA Web site at

www.aapa-ports.org
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PRPA Opposes
Chilean Grape
“Dumping”
Allegations
A legislative update by
PRPA’s Governmental &
Public Affairs Department

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
has joined with other members of the

Delaware River maritime community in
opposing the Desert Grape Growers
League of Coachella, California and its
efforts to impose substantial duties on
Chilean table grapes imported during the
months of April, May, and June.  These
duties, if imposed, would essentially pre-
vent table grapes from being shipped to
the United States from Chile during these
months, and could result in fewer ship-
ments of other Chilean fruit because ships
only sail when they are filled to capacity. 

In a letter to U.S. Commerce Secretary
Donald Evans, PRPA Executive Director
James T. McDermott, Jr. wrote that "the
imposition of new duties on Chilean grape
imports would do serious and long-lasting
damage to Chilean exporters and to those
employed in the import, storage, and 
transportation of grapes at the Port of
Philadelphia."

The presence of Chilean table grapes 
in the U.S. marketplace does not harm 
U.S. interests.  Chilean grapes come into
the United States during months when
there is no domestic harvest, thus allowing
U.S. supermarkets to keep consumers 
supplied with fresh grapes and other fruits
at stable prices.  Meanwhile, commercial
activity generated through the export 
of Chilean produce sustains jobs in
Philadelphia, as well as in the entire tri-
state area.  65 million cases of grapes 
and fruit of all varieties from Chile enter
the U.S. each year.  Of that amount, nearly
70% of this volume enters the United
States through ports in Philadelphia,
southern New Jersey, and Delaware.

The California petition was filed by a
small group of domestic growers who 
represent less than 10% of the entire 
U.S. grape industry, much less than the
threshold standard for a group to repre-
sent a U.S. industry in such a case.  As
such, these growers are not in a position
to speak for their industry, much less the
many commercial and consumer interests
that are affected by this petition.

Mr. McDermott, in his letter to Secretary
Evans, reiterated President Bush’s call to
maintain and develop free trade with our
hemispheric partners, including Chile.
“Approval of this unwarranted petition,”
Mr. McDermott wrote, “would be a great
step backward in that national interest.” ■

Members of the regional maritime community gathered at Camden, New
Jersey’s famous Harbour League Club on Friday, April 6 to honor one of
their own: Robert Palaima, President of Delaware River Stevedores, Inc.
Mr. Palaima was the recipient of the annual Spirit of the Port Award,
presented by the Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI). Each year, SCI selects for
this prestigious honor an individual who best exemplifies the spirit of
integrity, honor, and industriousness to which all members of the maritime
community aspire. Taking a moment to pose for a photograph following the
award ceremony are, from left to right: The Reverend James D. Von Dreele,
Director of SCI; Kevin Castagnola, Deputy Executive Director of the South
Jersey Port Corporation (SJPC); Uwe Schulz, President of the Ports of the
Delaware River Marine Trade Association (PMTA); Mr. Palaima; Jay
Jones, Director of Communications & Administration for SJPC; and Bill
McLaughlin, Director of Governmental & Public Affairs at the
Philadelphia Regional Port Authority (PRPA). Among his many other 
contributions to Delaware River maritime commerce, PRPA is proud that
Mr. Palaima’s company, Delaware River Stevedores, operates PRPA’s 
Tioga Marine Terminal.
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It may look like a river.
But it’s really a highway.

The Delaware River flowing past
the Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority’s Pier 82 and Pier 84.
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