










Port Welcomes World’s Largest
Produce Convention to Philadelphia
To mark the occasion of the Produce Marketing Association (PMA) 
holding its annual convention in Philadelphia during the last week of
October, the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority and longtime area fruit
importer Unifrutti of America, Inc. teamed up to host a reception at the
city’s famed Union League of Philadelphia for approximately 150 PMA 
delegates on Thursday evening, October 25.

The annual PMA Convention is the largest gathering of produce 
industry officials in the world, with over 15,000 delegates from all areas of
that business taking part every year. Attendees include growers,
importers, exporters, shipping lines, refrigeration technology specialists,
government agencies, retailers, ports, and many other parties associated
with the produce business.

“This reception was the perfect opportunity to network with a select
group of important individuals who were attending this year’s PMA con-
vention, namely current and prospective users of the Port of Philadelphia,”
said PRPA Deputy Executive Director Robert C. Blackburn. “The evening at
the historic Union League, one of Philadelphia’s oldest establishments,
gave our guests a chance to relax outside of the typical convention setting,
and gave our Port professionals the chance to talk with our guests about
the Port’s various efforts to improve our already well-regarded facilities
and services for produce handling.” 

Unifrutti of America itself has been a major user of the Port of
Philadelphia for most of the Port’s recent history, so co-hosting the recep-
tion with Unifrutti gave PRPA the opportunity to both promote the Port’s

general 
capabilities and
specifically 
assist Unifrutti in
expanding its
business.

PRPA also hosted
various other meetings,
tours, and events during
the course of the Produce
Marketing Association conven-
tion, taking full advantage of the fact
that so many leading produce industry officials
were in Philadelphia that week. ■
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Welcoming guests to the reception co-hosted by Unifrutti of
America, Inc. and the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority

on Thursday, October 25 were, from left to right: Andreas
(Andy) Economou, CEO and General Manager of

Unifrutti of America, Inc.; Elio Mondin and Giancarlo
DeNadai of Unifrutti Traders, Ltd.; Pennsylvania State

Representative William Keller; Philadelphia City
Councilman James Kenney; PRPA Executive Director

James T. McDermott, Jr.; PRPA Board Member 
Gary Silvi; and PRPA Deputy Executive 

Director Robert C. Blackburn.

The Philadelphia regional maritime community gathered on Thursday, November 15 to honor one
of its own, as Thomas J. Holt, Sr., Chief Executive Officer of The Holt Group, was awarded the

prestigious Friend of Chile Award at the 13th Annual Luncheon Meeting of the Chilean and
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Philadelphia. Mr. Holt was honored for his tireless

efforts in promoting – indeed, helping to establish – trade between the nation of Chile and the
Philadelphia region. Gathering for a photograph following the luncheon ceremonies are, from left

to right, PRPA Deputy Executive Director Robert C. Blackburn; CEO and General Manager 
of Unifrutti of America, Inc., Andreas Economou; Mr. Holt; Mr. Holt’s wife, Joan; and 

The Holt Group's Director of Latin American Marketing and current President 
of the Chilean and American Chamber, Tom Mastromarco.
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PRPA Seizes Reins on Vital
Port Security Issue 
Waterfront Security Now a Top
Priority of Pennsylvania’s Port Agency
A message from PRPA Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr.

As we are all aware, the horror of September 11, 2001
transformed American life. Just as profoundly affected as
all other areas of life was maritime activity and the 
nation’s ports. As waterborne commerce fuels internation-
al trade and sustains our nation’s economy, seaports
across the country are focusing more intensely than 
ever on the issue of security. Pennsylvania’s international
seaport is no exception.

Almost immediately after the terrorist attacks, it is no exaggera-
tion to say that PRPA officials swung into action. An immediate 
vulnerability assessment of all our facilities was undertaken.
Obvious areas where improvements were needed were addressed
first. Fences were strengthened, lighting was improved, and access
was limited. But beyond those first steps, we recognized that the
port industry was in a new and challenging situation. We saw that,
in today’s environment, ports must not only focus on internal 
security but had to do much more to counter the threat of external 
terrorist activity. In other words, instead of just worrying about
keeping cargo in, we have to focus more on keeping threats out.

As a Pennsylvania state agency, PRPA is working with the
Delaware River Maritime Enterprise Council (DRMEC), a not-for-
profit organization funded by the Commonwealth’s Department of
Community and Economic Development to address economic, 
military, and security issues along the Delaware River maritime
complex. One of the first decisions made was to assemble a task
force of public and private officials to coordinate the Port’s security
response. I invited Captain Michael J. Linton, President of the
Pilots’ Association for the Bay and River Delaware and a distin-
guished maritime community leader, to chair this task force. Joining
Captain Linton were representatives of the F.B.I., U.S. Customs, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Philadelphia Police, the Delaware River Port
Authority, the Drug Enforcement Agency, organized labor, and our
region’s terminal operators.

Meeting on a regular basis, this group is developing a compre-
hensive port security plan that will be applicable not only to

Pennsylvania marine 
facilities, but to all marine
facilities located on the
Delaware River. An 
effective, successful plan
is essential if this region 
is to maintain its primacy
in international maritime
commerce.

In addition, the
Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority is working closely with
its regional congressional delegation
as it works to fashion a federal response to maritime safety. In 
particular, we have spoken at length with U.S. Senator Arlen
Specter (R-PA); U.S. Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA); Congressman
Robert Borski (D-PA); Congressman Robert Brady (D-PA); and
Congressman John Murtha (D-PA) and acquainted them with our
security initiatives and future security requirements. These legisla-
tors have promised to maintain close contact with this agency so
that Pennsylvania will be assured of the federal resources that will
be necessary to meet the threat of international terrorism.

I am enormously gratified that Philadelphia’s maritime 
community has come together so quickly and effectively to meet
the challenges of life in America post-September 11. In times of 
crisis such cooperation is essential, and our maritime community
has certainly risen to the occasion. Future issues of PortWatch will
report on the progress PRPA is making in its ongoing efforts to
maintain the highest level of security at one of the Commonwealth’s
most important economic assets – its international seaport. ■

Congratulations are sent to
Edward G. Henderson, PRPA’s
Director of Strategic Planning
& Development, who was
installed as President of the
World Trade Association of
Philadelphia at the association’s
Annual Dinner Meeting on
Wednesday, October 10.
Pictured above during the
evening’s festivities are T.G.
Peiris, Overseas Representative
for the Port of Philadelphia and
Camden; Ed Henderson’s wife
Ruth; Ed Henderson; and
Laurie Bryant of the Meat
Importers Council of America.
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Among those attending a recent Port
Security Task Force Meeting were the
Delaware River Maritime Enterprise
Council’s Susan Howland; PRPA
Executive Director James T. McDermott,
Jr.; Pilots’ Association President and Task
Force Chairman, Captain Michael J.
Linton; Delaware River Port Authority
(DRPA) Director of Public Safety 
Vincent Borelli; DRPA Police Sergeant 

Al DeColli; and PRPA Director of
Operations Carl Trovato.


