














Port Welcomes World’s Largest
Produce Convention to Philadelphia

To mark the occasion of the Produce Marketing Association (PMA)
holding its annual convention in Philadelphia during the last week of
October, the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority and longtime area fruit
importer Unifrutti of America, Inc. teamed up to host a reception at the
city’s famed Union League of Philadelphia for approximately 150 PMA
delegates on Thursday evening, October 25.

The annual PMA Convention is the largest gathering of produce
industry officials in the world, with over 15,000 delegates from all areas of
that business taking part every year. Attendees include growers,
importers, exporters, shipping lines, refrigeration technology specialists,
government agencies, retailers, ports, and many other parties associated
with the produce business.

“This reception was the perfect opportunity to network with a select
group of important individuals who were attending this year's PMA con-
vention, namely current and prospective users of the Port of Philadelphia,”
said PRPA Deputy Executive Director Robert C. Blackburn. “The evening at
the historic Union League, one of Philadelphia’s oldest establishments,
gave our guests a chance to relax outside of the typical convention setting,
and gave our Port professionals the chance to talk with our guests about
the Port's various efforts to improve our already well-regarded facilities
and services for produce handling.”

Unifrutti of America itself has been a major user of the Port of

Philadelphia for most of the Port’s recent history, so co-hosting the recep-
tion with Unifrutti gave PRPA the opportunity to both promote the Port's
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Welcoming guests to the reception co-hosted by Unifrutti of

general America, Inc. and the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
cap a_l;l lti ﬁs and on Thursday, October 25 were, from left to right: Andreas
specifically

(Andy) Economou, CEO and General Manager of
Unifrutti of America, Inc.; Elio Mondin and Giancarlo
DeNadai of Unifrutti Traders, Ltd.; Pennsylvania State
Representative William Keller; Philadelphia City
Councilman James Kenney; PRPA Executive Director
James T. McDermott, Jr.; PRPA Board Member
Gary Silvi; and PRPA Deputy Executive

Director Robert C. Blackburn.

assist Unifrutti in
expanding its
business.

PRPA also hosted
various other meetings,
tours, and events during
the course of the Produce
Marketing Association conven-
tion, taking full advantage of the fact
that so many leading produce industry officials
were in Philadelphia that week. m
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