

















DID YOU
KNOW...?

e The Port of
Philadelphia is
located in the center
of the Eastern indus-
trial corridor of the
United States, one of
the largest, wealthi-
est, and most produc-
tive markets in the
world.

e The facilities of the
Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority
handled 4.3 million
tons of breakbulk and
containerized cargo
in 2001.

More than half of all
U.S. heavy industry
lies within second-
day delivery distance
of the Port of
Philadelphia.

Retiring Chief Engineer
Albert S. Woodford shows
off his engraved watch
and ship’s clock, two of the
many gifts he received at
his January 30 retirement
luncheon. Helping Mr.
Woodford celebrate his
milestone day were PRPA
Deputy Executive
Director Robert C.
Blackburn (at left) and
PRPA Executive Director
James T. McDermott, Jr.

After Thirty-Seven
Years, Woodford
Calls It a Day

Over 150 members of the maritime community
gathered on Wednesday afternoon, January
30 to say goodbye to a true Port of Philadelphia
institution: PRPA Chief Engineer Albert S.
Woodford. After close to four decades of continu-
ous service, Mr. Woodford recently decided to
call it quits, noting with his typical sly humor that
“at this point, maybe you guys can finally get
along without me.”

At the January 30 luncheon held in his honor at
the “Chateau” banquet hall in Philadelphia’s Port
Richmond section, Mr. Woodford was toasted and
affectionately roasted by friends and colleagues
in the regional maritime industry, including
Thomas Kelly, former head of the Ports of the
Delaware River Marine Trade Association (who
acted as master of ceremonies); PRPA Director of
Real Estate and Insurance David A. Dambly; Mr.
Woodford's longtime second-in-command in the
Engineering Department, Charles Lawrence; and
PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr.

During the course of the lunch, these and other
guests at the head table spent time recounting
classic Al Woodford stories for the audience’s-
and, we hope, Mr. Woodford's- amusement.
During his own turn at the microphone, for
example, Mr. McDermott told the now legendary
story of how Mr. Woodford, despite his unerring
ability to keep even the Port’s most historic piers
in tip-top working order, was at one time con-
founded by an enormous colony of ants that,
despite his best efforts to get rid of them, appar-
ently decided to take up permanent residence at
the Woodford homestead.

But although the general tone of the day was
light and full of mirth, as befitted a happy
celebration of a successful career, the event was
seasoned with serious acknowledgement of Mr.
Woodford’s many invaluable contributions to the
success of the Port of Philadelphia, as well as
heartfelt expressions of regret that his colleagues
would no longer be able to enjoy his helpfulness
and good humor on a daily basis. These senti-
ments were perhaps best expressed by the
inscription on the brass ship’s clock presented to
Mr. Woodford at the event, which read:

Presented with deep affection and the high-
est level of professional admiration to Albert S.
Woodford, true friend, trusted colleague, and
the best chief engineer to ever grace the
banks of the Port of Philadelphia.

As you begin a well-earned retirement after
thirty-seven years of exemplary service, you
leave us with a legacy of capability and
efficiency that forever sets the standard for
those who humbly follow in your footsteps.

And though we are poorer for the loss of your
knowledge and skills in the field of engineer-
ing, we are even poorer for the loss of the
daily experience of your humanity and friend-
ship. We will miss you and never forget you.

Given by your countless friends and
colleagues at the Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority and throughout the Philadelphia
maritime community, January 30, 2002.

Port staff, by the way, should be reassured that
Mr. Woodford said he would consider being
available by phone when particularly challenging
engineering issues present themselves. m
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M. Ucciferri, Mr.
McDermott, Mr. Grove,
and Mr. Farmer on

Thursday, January 31.

Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
3460 North Delaware Avenue, 2nd Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19134

PRPA Celebrates
Employees’
Achievements

RPA Executive Director James T. McDermott,

Jr. was pleased to mark three employee
milestones on Thursday, January 31.
Maintenance Inspector Romualdo Ucciferri,
Assistant Building Manager Edward Farmer, and
Assistant Building Manager Duncan Grove each
were presented with a commemorative certifi-
cate, a compensatory day, and a $100 savings
bond for achieving an accident-free year with
minimal use of sick time.

Further, Mr. Ucciferri was acknowledged with
a commemorative plaque for an additional and
very special milestone: celebrating his 25th
anniversary of service to the Port of
Philadelphia.

Congratulations, gentlemen! m



