












Retiring Chief Engineer
Albert S. Woodford shows

off his engraved watch
and ship’s clock, two of the

many gifts he received at
his January 30 retirement

luncheon. Helping Mr.
Woodford celebrate his

milestone day were PRPA
Deputy Executive

Director Robert C.
Blackburn (at left) and

PRPA Executive Director
James T. McDermott, Jr.
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After Thirty-Seven
Years, Woodford 
Calls It a Day

Over 150 members of the maritime community
gathered on Wednesday afternoon, January

30 to say goodbye to a true Port of Philadelphia
institution: PRPA Chief Engineer Albert S.
Woodford. After close to four decades of continu-
ous service, Mr. Woodford recently decided to
call it quits, noting with his typical sly humor that
“at this point, maybe you guys can finally get
along without me.”

At the January 30 luncheon held in his honor at
the “Chateau” banquet hall in Philadelphia’s Port
Richmond section, Mr. Woodford was toasted and
affectionately roasted by friends and colleagues
in the regional maritime industry, including
Thomas Kelly, former head of the Ports of the
Delaware River Marine Trade Association (who
acted as master of ceremonies); PRPA Director of
Real Estate and Insurance David A. Dambly; Mr.
Woodford’s longtime second-in-command in the
Engineering Department, Charles Lawrence; and
PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr. 

During the course of the lunch, these and other
guests at the head table spent time recounting
classic Al Woodford stories for the audience’s-
and, we hope, Mr. Woodford’s- amusement.
During his own turn at the microphone, for 
example, Mr. McDermott told the now legendary
story of how Mr. Woodford, despite his unerring
ability to keep even the Port’s most historic piers
in tip-top working order, was at one time con-
founded by an enormous colony of ants that,
despite his best efforts to get rid of them, appar-
ently decided to take up permanent residence at
the Woodford homestead.

But although the general tone of the day was
light and full of mirth, as befitted a happy 
celebration of a successful career, the event was
seasoned with serious acknowledgement of Mr.
Woodford’s many invaluable contributions to the
success of the Port of Philadelphia, as well as
heartfelt expressions of regret that his colleagues
would no longer be able to enjoy his helpfulness
and good humor on a daily basis. These senti-
ments were perhaps best expressed by the
inscription on the brass ship’s clock presented to
Mr. Woodford at the event, which read: 

Presented with deep affection and the high-
est level of professional admiration to Albert S.
Woodford, true friend, trusted colleague, and
the best chief engineer to ever grace the
banks of the Port of Philadelphia.

As you begin a well-earned retirement after
thirty-seven years of exemplary service, you
leave us with a legacy of capability and 
efficiency that forever sets the standard for
those who humbly follow in your footsteps.

And though we are poorer for the loss of your
knowledge and skills in the field of engineer-
ing, we are even poorer for the loss of the
daily experience of your humanity and friend-
ship. We will miss you and never forget you.

Given by your countless friends and 
colleagues at the Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority and throughout the Philadelphia 
maritime community, January 30, 2002.

Port staff, by the way, should be reassured that
Mr. Woodford said he would consider being 
available by phone when particularly challenging
engineering issues present themselves. ■

The new office was
established in January,
and the first vessel of
Bocchi product to arrive
after the office opened
for business was the
Iberian Reefer on
Monday, February 11. 
The vessel was fully
laden with Argentine
fruit, a product that,
despite his longtime
familiarity with the cargo,
Mr. Leonardi is still very
enthusiastic about.

“Simply put, Argentine deciduous fruits, 
especially pears, are some of the best products
in the world,” said Mr. Leonardi. “Apples and
pears from Argentina are just terrific products
that people want to buy, and that’s a big reason
that Bocchi is already the biggest receiver of
Argentine fruit in the United States. It’s a product
supermarkets enjoy selling and shoppers 
enjoy buying.”

Sixteen employees will staff the Bocchi offices
in Philadelphia: twelve in the main offices in the
Port of Philadelphia Administration Building, and
four in satellite offices located directly across the
street inside the Tioga Marine Terminal. Bocchi
will work closely with terminal operator
Delaware River Stevedores (DRS) in the dis-
charge and processing of the arriving cargoes.

“We predict that the facilities and efficiencies
of the Tioga Marine Terminal will work very well
for us,” said Mr. Leonardi. “With our new offices
placing us physically on-site on a continuous
basis, we look forward to greater operational 
efficiency than ever before.” 

Mr. Leonardi’s enthusiasm was echoed by
PRPA Deputy Executive Director Robert C.
Blackburn, who took a special interest in getting
Bocchi’s offices here up and running. “Just as
the philosophy of The Bocchi Group is to get
involved with every level of the distribution chain
to assure top-quality efficiency and product,
PRPA offered its help and services to Bocchi in
several areas, too, such as getting the company’s
office space in our building renovated and
equipped for its needs, and working with terminal
operator DRS to assure that our refrigeration and
storage is ready to handle its cargoes. We recog-
nize the importance of Bocchi Americas’ level of
commitment to the Port of Philadelphia, and want
to do all we can to justify that confidence.”

Though the buying and selling of perishables
from Argentina will continue to be Bocchi
Americas’ main business here, the company 
may ultimately expand to other areas, such as
fruit from Chile, South Africa, Morocco, and 
other countries. 

“We’re right at the terminal where all arriving
cargoes can be consolidated for our customers,”
said Mr. Leonardi, “so why not handle them,
too?” ■

Winter Fruit: Continued from page 1

Bocchi Americas Associates’ new offices
are located in the Port of Philadelphia
Administration Building, also the
home of the Philadelphia Regional
Port Authority.

TELL US YOUR NEWS
The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s “PortWatch” is
produced quarterly by the

Authority’s Communications
Department, which invites
members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.

Brian Preski 
named to PRPA Board

The Philadelphia Regional
Port Authority is pleased to

announce that Pennsylvania
Governor Mark Schweiker has
named Brian Preski to the PRPA
Board of Directors. Mr. Preski
attended his first PRPA Board
meeting on Friday, February 15.

Mr. Preski, a former
Philadelphia Assistant District
Attorney, currently serves as
Chief of Staff for Pennsylvania

State Representative and House Majority Leader
John Perzel (R-Phila.).

“Brian Preski has always been a friend to 
the Port of Philadelphia, recognizing the Port as
the state asset that it truly is,” said PRPA
Chairman David W. Woods. “In his position as
Chief of Staff to the Majority Leader, he will 
be an important bridge between our activities
and the General Assembly. We welcome him 
to the PRPA Board and look forward to his 
contributions.” ■

PRPA Chairman David W. Woods
(at right) welcomes Brian Preski to
the PRPA Board of Directors on
Friday, February 15.

DID YOU   
KNOW…?

• The Port of
Philadelphia is 
located in the center
of the Eastern indus-
trial corridor of the
United States, one of
the largest, wealthi-
est, and most produc-
tive markets in the
world.

• The facilities of the
Philadelphia Regional
Port Authority 
handled 4.3 million
tons of breakbulk and
containerized cargo
in 2001.

• More than half of all
U.S. heavy industry
lies within second-
day delivery distance
of the Port of
Philadelphia.



Quality fruit from 
Argentina continues

to be a major presence
at the Port of
Philadelphia during the
current fruit season, with
this notable niche cargo
receiving a special boost

in early 2002 with the commitment of Bocchi
Americas Associates to consolidate large 
portions of its business at the Port’s Tioga 
Marine Terminal.

Bocchi Americas Associates is the principal
North American division of The Bocchi Group, 
an international company established over forty
years ago specializing in the production, 
processing, shipping, and marketing of fruits,
vegetables, plants and flowers. The Bocchi
Group is headquartered in Verona, Italy and
employs over 3,500 people worldwide.

“The Bocchi Group started out as a buyer 
and importer of perishables, not unlike many
other importing companies,” said Thomas J.
Leonardi, CEO and President of Bocchi Americas
Associates. “But very early on, the company
moved in the direction of involving itself in every
level of the distribution chain, from growing to
shipping to marketing and sales. Bocchi
Americas Associates was created a few years
ago when The Bocchi Group wanted to seriously
expand its business in North America.”

Shortly after the creation of Bocchi Americas
Associates, Mr. Leonardi was hired by The
Bocchi Group to head the new North American
division. Mr. Leonardi has over twenty years of
experience in the fruit and vegetable importing
business, particularly in the area of perishables
from South America, so he was a natural for 
the position.

“Bocchi’s 
strengths are with 
deciduous fruits from Argentina,” said Mr.
Leonardi, “and it continues to be the single
largest part of its business abroad and in the
United States. I’m very excited that Bocchi invit-
ed me to use my knowledge and experience to
help build its business here.” For the uninitiated,
deciduous fruits are essentially fruits that can be
eaten “as is,” such as apples or pears, rather
than fruits like bananas or oranges, which have
to be peeled first. 

Bocchi Americas’ most recent major develop-
ment was the establishment of permanent 
offices in the Port of Philadelphia Administration
Building, also home of the Philadelphia Regional
Port Authority’s main offices. As the building is
located directly across the street from the Tioga
Marine Terminal, Mr. Leonardi and his staff can

easily oversee
the discharge of
vessels Bocchi
charters to bring
in Argentine fruit for
eventual distribution
throughout North America. 

3460 North Delaware Avenue, 2nd Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19134

Continued on page 2: Winter Fruit
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Thomas J. Leonardi, CEO/
President of Bocchi Americas

Associates in his office at 
the Port of Philadelphia 

Administration Building.

The “Iberian Reefer” discharges its
cargo of fruit from Argentina on
Monday, February 11.

Bocchi Sets Up Shop
Argentine fruit specialists 
establish offices at the 
Port and schedule vessels
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PRPA Celebrates 
Employees’ 
Achievements

PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott,
Jr. was pleased to mark three employee

milestones on Thursday, January 31.
Maintenance Inspector Romualdo Ucciferri,
Assistant Building Manager Edward Farmer, and
Assistant Building Manager Duncan Grove each
were presented with a commemorative certifi-
cate, a compensatory day, and a $100 savings
bond for achieving an accident-free year with
minimal use of sick time. 

Further, Mr. Ucciferri was acknowledged with
a commemorative plaque for an additional and
very special milestone: celebrating his 25th
anniversary of service to the Port of
Philadelphia. 

Congratulations, gentlemen! ■

Mr. Ucciferri, Mr.
McDermott, Mr. Grove,
and Mr. Farmer on
Thursday, January 31.
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