Our Man in Europe:

Lutz Ehrhardt

A multi-talented individual well versed in all
aspects of the shipping industry, Lutz
Ehrhardt is based in Hamburg, Germany and
monitors the European market for PRPA. Here
Lutz tells us about his background and what
he’s been doing for the Port of Philadelphia:

After working in shipping and transport for
more than 35 years, which included being
marketing and PR director for prominent com-
panies in the industry, | set up my own organi-
zation five years ago. In addition to the Port of
Philadelphia, | also represent the Port of
Ventspils in Latvia, the biggest portin the
Baltic, as well as my old employer, the Buss
Group, in its marketing area. In addition to
these and other consultancy jobs for various
clients, I am the German correspondent for
seven international shipping and transport
magazines. This gives me a lot of inside infor-
mation and contacts, which are very helpful
for my work and activities for the Port of
Philadelphia.

The area of Europe where | am active is high-
ly populated with some 400 million people
who are very industrious and, due to lack of
natural resources, very much dependent on
producing all types of consumer and invest-
ment goods. The U.S. is one of the major mar-
kets for their exports, and they also count on
receiving various imports from the U.S.

Due to the strong U.S. dollar, in recent years
Philadelphia has benefited from high levels of
quality European products coming into its
marine terminals. These products have
included steel, forest products, machinery,
project cargoes, vehicles, fresh fruit, and a
variety of general cargoes.

A great number of shipping companies are
headquartered in Europe, and taking advan-
tage of their proximity, | maintain regular
contact with such Philadelphia customers as
Wagenborg, Rickmers-Linie, Columbus Line,
Spliethoff, P&0 Nedlloyd, Torm Lines, F-Ships
ICL, Lauritzen Cool, SAGA Forest Line, Van
Ommeren, Clipper Elite, Gorthon Lines,
Maersk-Sealand, Contship, and CMA-CGM.
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In addition to regular shipments from Europe,
many shipping companies from my region are
also serving Philadelphia in “crosstrades”
from Australia/NewZealand, South America,
and West Africa. Just recently, working with
the PRPA Marketing staff, we have managed
to win two new customers in this field: E.Q.
Oldendorff, one of the largest German ship
owners, has decided to call Philadelphia
directly with its Southeast Asian “Indotrans”
service; and FH. Bertling, of Hamburg, has ini-
tiated the first direct sailings of its new West
Coast of South America service to
Philadelphia.

Another positive development in recent
months has been high levels of Volkswagen
vehicles, manufactured in Mexico and Brazil,
which have been moving through the Port of
Philadelphia’s automobile terminal.

In closing, the potential for more cargo and
liner connections is always there, but it will
require the continued aggressive joint mar-
keting efforts of the PRPA staff and its inter-
national representatives. Strong promotion

and a constant daily presence in the interna-
tional markets is a must.

Lutz Ehrhardt can be reached at his office in
Hamburg at 011-49-40-46-73-11. His e-mail
address is shippingcontacts@t-online.de.
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Outstanding
Achievement Award
Latest of Many
Accolades for Port
Mainstay

he Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority is pleased to
announce that one of its long-
time friends and supporters,
Barbara Hunter of Western

Industries, received the Outstanding
Achievement Award from the Women'’s

International Trade Association (WITA) on Tuesday, April 30.
WITA annually presents the award on the basis of extraordi-
nary accomplishments and continued valuable contributions
to the regional port and international trade community.

Barbara Hunter

Ms. Hunter works for Western Fumigation, the division of
Western Industries specializing in, among other areas of
expertise, providing fumigation services for imported perish-
able products moving through ports. Ms. Hunter is Western
Fumigation’s Director of Imported Commodities.

Philadelphia, PA 19134

Western’s Barbara Hunter Honored by Trade Group

“Barbara is a true friend to the Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority, and to our region’s maritime industry in general,”
said PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr.
“Whenever there's a challenge or issue relating to food safe-
ty or perishable cargoes in general, Barbara is always right
there helping us to come up with workable solutions. | am
very pleased to see her receive this recognition.”

Barbara Hunter joined Western Industries in 1976 as
Marketing Director, after serving as Director of Consumer
Affairs for the National Pest Management Association in
Washington, D.C. In recent years, Ms. Hunter has received a
number of regional awards for her work relating to imported
commodities, including the Port of Philadelphia Cocoa Award
in 1996 and the Chilean and American Chamber of Commerce
Friend of Chile Award in 2000. Most recently, Ms. Hunter
played a significant role in establishing a comprehensive
food safety and security program for fresh fruit terminal
operations, which is being implemented at facilities where
Western Fumigation provides service.

Congratulations, Barbara! PRPA looks forward to benefit-
ing from your expertise for many years to come.m
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