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Message From the
Executive Director
By James T. McDermott, Jr.

On Friday, October 12, I was asked to
deliver a “State of the Port” address

to the local maritime community at a
luncheon gathering at Philadelphia’s
Independence Seaport Museum. I was
particularly pleased to do so because I
believe that this is one of the Port of
Philadelphia’s most exciting periods in its
long and distinguished history. As this issue
of PortWatch clearly shows, Pennsylvania’s
international seaport is bustling with activity
and anticipating an even more productive
2003.

In fact, less than one week after making
my “State of the Port” address, we were
greeted with one of our most positive devel-
opments in recent years: the Port of
Philadelphia’s selection as a Strategic
Military Seaport by the Department of the
Army’s Military Traffic Management
Command. Thanks to the support of our leg-
islators in Harrisburg and Washington, as
well as over two years of hard work by
PRPA’s staff, Philadelphia will now be able to
enormously benefit our military forces while
further bolstering our regional economy.

Another major indication of the Port of
Philadelphia’s higher profile is the recent
passage by the Pennsylvania General
Assembly of the Capital Budget Itemization
Act. I am pleased to report that this impor-
tant legislation contained over $385,000,000
for port enhancement projects, including
expansion of refrigerated and dry ware-
house space, acquisition of new container
cranes, expansion and modernization of
marine terminals, and for the first time, a
measure that will enable the PRPA to bank
vitally needed properties adjacent to the
waterfront for future port expansion.

Needless to say, we look forward to work-
ing with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
our terminal operators, port users, and now
the Department of the Army, as we chart a
new and exciting course for the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority and the Philadelphia

maritime community. In particular, I am gen-
uinely grateful to the Schweiker administra-
tion and to the many members of the General
Assembly who daily fight for the Port of
Philadelphia, one of our most important eco-
nomic assets. 

I also want to pay tribute to David Woods,
who has been the Chairman of the PRPA for
the past six years. Unfortunately, the press of
David’s professional obligations have neces-
sitated his relinquishing the Chairmanship.
He has truly been an inspiring leader in the
Philadelphia maritime community. Under his
leadership, the Port has expanded its cargo
base, improved its facilities, and, perhaps
most importantly, become a fully integrated
part of the Commonwealth’s economic
development efforts. David’s guidance was
also integral to Philadelphia’s successful ini-
tiative to become a Strategic Military
Seaport. We will miss the leadership of
David Woods, but thanks to that leadership
we are in a strong position to continue our
vital mission of strengthening and enhancing
the Port of Philadelphia, and promoting it
around the world. ■

The Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority (PRPA) is an independ-
ent agency of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania charged with the
management, maintenance, mar-
keting, and promotion of publicly
owned port facilities along the
Delaware River in Philadelphia.
PRPA works with its terminal
operators to modernize, expand,
and improve its facilities, and to
market those facilities to
prospective port users. Port car-
goes and the activities they gen-
erate are responsible for thou-
sands of direct and indirect jobs
in the Philadelphia area and
throughout Pennsylvania.

PRPA Senior Staff
Members of the PRPA senior staff
can be reached at the Authority’s
main telephone number, which is
(215) 426-2600. PRPA’s administra-
tive offices are located in the Port
of Philadelphia Administration
Building, 2nd floor, 3460 N.
Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia, 
PA 19134.

James T. McDermott, Jr.
Executive Director
Robert C. Blackburn
Deputy Executive Director
Bruce J. Colucci
Administrator of Fiscal Services
Mary E. Cooney
Director of Human Resources
David A. Dambly
Director of Real Estate &
Insurance
Edward G. Henderson
Director of Strategic Planning &
Development
Gregory V. Iannarelli, Esq.
Chief Counsel
Charles J. Lawrence
Chief Engineer
Sean E. Mahoney
Director of Marketing
William B. McLaughlin III
Director of Governmental &
Public Affairs
Joseph P. Menta, Jr.
Director of Communications
Ronald E. Mikalaitis
Director of Maintenance
Donna Powell
Director of Procurement
Carl M. Trovato
Director of Operations

TELL US YOUR NEWS
The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s PortWatch is
produced quarterly by the

Authority’s Communications
Department, which invites
members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.

It’s a highway for international trade that allows
businesses, ports and shipping lines to move all
manner of the world’s products to your home and
workplace - safely, cost-effectively and in an
environmentally friendly way.

And as international trade increases, these same
river highways are the first step in delivering
American-made products to global markets.

In our new global economy, it is more important
than ever to maintain and improve the arteries of
commerce that are America’s rivers. Just as we
repave our roads to handle more trucks and 
automobiles, we need to deepen our waterways
and expand our ports to handle more trade...
trade that is moving on increasingly larger ships
and in higher volumes, creating more job and
business opportunities than ever before.

America’s Ports: We bring the world to your door.

For more information on the port
industry, contact: AAPA, 1010

Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
Or visit the AAPA Web site at

www.aapa-ports.org

It may look like a river.
But it’s really a highway.

The Delaware River flowing past
the Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority’s Pier 82 and Pier 84.
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At an official unveiling ceremony and press event held at
Philadelphia’s La Buca Restaurant on Thursday, October 10,
noted Philadelphia artist Arthur B. Ostroff displays the new 
fine arts print he recently created for the Philadelphia Regional
Port Authority. The print, entitled “Port of Philadelphia:
From the Beginning, Building the Region...Serving the
Country...Connecting to the World” will be reproduced in a 
limited edition and be available for presentation to visiting 
dignitaries and other official visitors to the Port of Philadelphia.
Helping Mr. Ostroff mark the unveiling of his work at the
October 10 event are PRPA Governmental & Public Affairs
Director William B. McLaughlin III; Director of
Communications Joseph Menta; and MIS Coordinator Joseph
Petruzzi. Mr. Ostroff currently has work on display at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Newman Galleries, and Hahn
Gallery, and is a board member of the Philadelphia Sketch Club.


