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The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority is
pleased to announce that the Port of

Philadelphia has formalized its working rela-
tionship with worldwide carrier P&O Nedlloyd
and its vessel-sharing partners Columbus Line
and Contship Containerlines, resulting in sig-
nificantly enhanced service to Australia and
New Zealand, and most dramatically, new
service to ports in northern Europe. 

“With an agreement reached between offi-
cials of PRPA, Greenwich Terminals LLC, car-
rier P&0 Nedlloyd and its vessel-sharing part-
ners, the Port of Philadelphia will now offer
regular Round the World service from its
largest facility, the Packer Avenue Marine
Terminal, effective immediately,” said PRPA
Chairman Brian Preski, Esq., in an announce-
ment on Tuesday, January 28. “The center-
piece of this new service will be regular calls
at key ports in northern Europe, 
a very exciting development for
the Port of Philadelphia and its
customers.”

Initial voyages for this new
service were made in
December 2002 and early
January 2003,

with successful vessel calls by P&O Nedlloyd
and its partners in this new service, Columbus
Line and Contship Containerlines, at PRPA’s
106-acre Packer Avenue facility, operated by
Greenwich Terminals LLC. P&O Nedlloyd’s
Remuera, Columbus Line’s Columbus New
Zealand, and Contship’s Contship Australis all
discharged a variety of containerized cargoes
during their maiden calls here, with a particu-
lar emphasis on containerized refrigerated
cargoes.

In fact, it was the Port of Philadelphia’s 
commitment to further enhance its refrigerat-
ed-handling capacity that led to the three
lines formalizing their vessel-sharing agree-
ment here. Shortly before Chairman Preski’s
January 28 announcement, the carriers
accepted PRPA’s offer of providing $8 million
in improvements and expansion to its 

Port of Philadelphia Announces New Round the
World Service By P&O Nedlloyd and Partners
Calls to North Europe now available for the first time in over a
decade, plus enhanced service to Australia/New Zealand

PRPA Deputy Executive Director
Robert C. Blackburn and his 

fellow port staff recently worked
overtime on hospitality duties,

as one after another, official 
welcoming presentations were

made in December and January 
to the inaugural vessels of the 

three lines that comprise the 
Port of Philadelphia’s new 

Round the World service.

PRPA took a moment during the past holi-
day season to thank a tireless, longtime

friend and supporter of the Port of
Philadelphia: Pennsylvania State
Representative William F. Keller. On Friday,
December 20, 2002, PRPA Executive
Director James T. McDermott, Jr. presented
Representative Keller with the first struck
copy of PRPA’s recently commissioned, offi-
cial Port of Philadelphia fine arts print, enti-
tled “From the Beginning, Building the
Region... Serving the Country... Connecting
to the World.” 

The print, produced by noted Philadelphia
artist Arthur B. Ostroff, depicts scenes of
the Port of Philadelphia through its 300-year
history, and remaining copies in the limited
edition print run will be presented to vessel
captains, government & trade officials, for-
eign dignitaries, and other official visitors to
the Port of Philadelphia.

“Representative Keller has been instrumen-
tal to so many of the Port’s successes,
including our initiative to have Philadelphia
named a Strategic Military Port, our selec-
tion by the Navy to berth its LMSR vessels
here, and the recent negotiations with the
city to assure proper waterfront acreage for
future port growth” said PRPA Executive
Director James T. McDermott, Jr. during the
brief December 20 ceremony in PRPA’s
offices. “For these and countless other rea-
sons, I can’t think of anyone else who
deserves the very first print of our wonder-
ful new fine arts piece to roll off the presses
than our good friend Bill Keller.” ■

Representative Keller 
displays his framed port print 

in the company of (from left to right)
Philadelphia artist Arthur B. Ostroff;

PRPA Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr.; PRPA Director of

Governmental & Public Affairs William 
B. McLaughlin III; PRPA Director of

Strategic Planning & Development
Edward G. Henderson; and PRPA Deputy

Executive Director, Robert C. Blackburn.

Port Thanks a True Friend and Supporter

PRPA acknowledges State Representative Bill Keller for all his
efforts on behalf of the port
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The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority is pleased
to report that a successful and very busy winter fruit
season took place at the Port of Philadelphia in late
2002/early 2003. Now drawing to a close, this past
season experienced not only stronger than anticipated
levels of Chilean fruit, but also healthy amounts of
Argentine apples and pears, as well as a newer cargo
on the rise at the Port, clementines from Morocco.
Pictured is the Italian Reefer discharging pallets 
of fruit at the Tioga Marine Terminal this past
February. It should also be noted that the Port of
Philadelphia’s year-round fruit cargoes, primarily
bananas from Costa Rica and Columbia that are
regularly discharged at Pier 82, have also been 
strong and steady.

The Columbus New Zealand 
discharges containers at the 

Packer Avenue Marine Terminal


