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PRPA was pleased to participate in a
trade briefing conducted by Peter

Baxter, the
Embassy of
Australia’s
Deputy
Chief of
Mission, on
Tuesday,
April 29. The
briefing was
conducted
in the Holt
Group’s

conference room at the Packer Avenue
Marine Terminal, and about thirty port and
maritime industry officials participated.

The event was sponsored by The
MidAtlantic, Australia New Zealand
Chamber of Commerce, as part of its 
regular program of business briefings for 
its members. PRPA is an inaugural member

of the Chamber, which recently reorganized
and made its new debut in March. Sean
Mahoney, PRPA’s Director of Marketing,
currently serves as the Chamber’s
President.

During the April 29 event, Deputy Chief of
Mission Baxter touched on a number of
issues involving trade between Australia
and the United States, principally the pro-
posed free trade agreement between the
two countries. Mr. Baxter reported that
although a number of issues still needed to
be addressed, things are moving in the 
right direction and he is very optimistic
about the free trade agreement becoming 
a reality in the near future.

Those interested in learning more about 
the MidAtlantic, Australia New Zealand
Chamber of Commerce should contact 
the chamber’s Director, Philip Minter, at
(215) 321-1662. ■

PRPA Talks Trade with Australian Embassy
Embassy official visits Packer Avenue Marine Terminal

PRPA Director of Marketing Sean
Mahoney, chamber director Philip
Minter, the Embassy of Australia’s

Deputy Chief of Mission Peter
Baxter, and the Holt Group’s 
Leo Holt following the April 

29 Embassy briefing.

PRPA’s network of representatives around the globe is a critical component of the Port of
Philadelphia’s continuing initiative to identify new cargo business. The following is a list of
the Port’s current contracted foreign and domestic representatives, all of whom are well
versed on the facilities and services of the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority.

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority’s
Foreign and Domestic Representatives

PRPA officials enjoyed a visit by Jimmy Carolan,
Marketing Executive for the Dublin Port Company, on

Tuesday, April 1. Mr. Carolan was over from Ireland
investigating possible trade opportunities between the Port

of Dublin and the United States, and made it a point to
schedule a day at the Port of Philadelphia. Following a dis-

cussion on potential shipping opportunities between the
Port of Philadelphia and the Port of Dublin, most notably a

possible new feeder service alliance, Mr. Carolan and the
PRPA contingent took time for a photograph in front of

PRPA’s new exhibition booth. Pictured from left to right
are PRPA Director of Strategic Planning & Development

Edward G. Henderson, PRPA Senior Marketing
Representative Nicholas Walsh, Mr. Carolan, PRPA

Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr. and 
PRPA Director of Marketing Sean E. Mahoney.

Argentina/Uruguay
Mr. Malcolm J. Rodman
San Martin 390, 2° Piso
1004 Buenos Aires
Argentina
Phone: 011-54-11-4394-0888
Fax: 011-54-11-4325-5329
E-mail: prpaarg@rodmangrundy.com.ar

Australia/New Zealand
Mr. T.G. Peiris
No. 1 Frances Road, Apt. 3C
Artamon, N.S.W. 2064
Australia
Phone: 011-61-2-9-411-3257
Fax: 011-61-2-9-410-3257
E-mail: tgpeiris7@hotmail.com

Brazil
Mr. Carlos G. Cappellano
C. Goncalves & Cappellano
Rua Itacema, 221 - Suite #21
04530-050- Sao Paulo - SP
Brazil
Phone: 011-55-11-3167-5263
Fax: 011-55-11-3168-9341
E-mail: prpabr@zaz.com.br

Canada
Mr. Wade Wilson
832 Andrien
Greenfield Park, PQ, J4V 3L4
Canada
Phone: 450-656-0922
Fax: 450-676-3493
E-mail: wadewilson_1999@yahoo.com

Europe
Mr. Lutz Ehrhardt
Shipping Contacts
Deichstrasse 9
20459 Hamburg
Germany
Phone: 011-49-40-46-73-11
Fax: 011-49-40-36-59-93
E-mail: shippingcontacts@t-online.de

Metropolitan New York/
Northern New Jersey

Mr. Kevin P. McGee
12 Sixth Street
Edison, NJ 08837-2638
Phone: 732-225-5111
Fax: 732-225-0525
E-mail: kevinpmcgee@yahoo.com

This past May, PRPA hosted a visit by its two newest representatives: Wade Wilson, representative in Canada,
and Kevin McGee, representative in the New York/Northern New Jersey market. Seen here in the 

PRPA offices are Mr. Wilson, PRPA Director of Marketing Sean Mahoney, and Mr. McGee.
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attack using international modes of shipping
and transport at any of our entry points at the
Port of Philadelphia.

Future hearings will be held throughout the
state to examine security issues related to 
railroads, public transportation systems, public
utilities, nuclear power and petrochemical 
facilities, along with recreational venues 
including sports stadiums.

Identifying and understanding our own 
security-related needs and communicating those
needs directly to Washington will be the pri-
mary task of this committee. Their findings and
recommendations will help Pennsylvania lever-
age new federal homeland security investment
dollars for critical infrastructure like seaports,
airports, bridges, tunnels, and rail lines.

In addition, the full House will be considering 
a package of bills in the coming weeks aimed 
at enhancing the Commonwealth’s homeland
security and emergency preparedness 
capabilities.

These bills range from the creation of an
enhanced 911 wireless telephone system,
which will allow local county 911 centers to
locate individuals making emergency calls 
from wireless telephones, to House Bill 8,
which will provide a $25 million grant program
for volunteer fire and EMS departments
throughout the state.

House Bill 767 calls for the creation of a state-
funded municipal firefighters training program
for cities and municipalities with career fire-
fighters. House Bill 1018 calls for the establish-
ment of the Office of Homeland Security, and
outlines the powers and duties of the Director.

The House will also consider House Bill 780,
which calls for the Pennsylvania Emergency
Management Agency (PEMA) Council to
review the training and equipment needs of all
county HazMat teams and their emergency
response capabilities in the event of a chemical
or biological emergency.

In the coming fiscal year, approximately $113
million in state and federal funds are earmarked
for the Commonwealth’s Homeland Security
efforts. Combining the statewide mutual aid
system that was enacted in the last session of
the General Assembly with the findings and
recommendations of the statewide homeland
security examination by the Veterans Affairs
and Emergency Preparedness Committee, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will be one of
the few states in the nation firmly positioned to
receive and implement any and all emergency
preparedness directives from the federal Office
of Homeland Security.

As states start receiving directives on specific
Homeland Security programs from the federal
government, and as federal funds become 
available, Pennsylvania will be positioned to
absorb and fully implement the various federal
Homeland Security initiatives and lead the
nation in protecting our citizens and ensuring
the safety of our cities, towns, neighborhoods,
infrastructure, and public places.

Our goal today is to protect our citizens and
ensure that Pennsylvania stands ready.
Thank you. ■

Following Speaker Perzel’s press con-
ference, taking time for a 

photograph were (from left to right):
Teamsters Local 500 President &

Business Agent Frank Gillen, Pilots
Association President Michael J.

Linton, U.S. Coast Guard Captain 
of the Port John Sarubbi, State

Representative Marie Lederer (D-
Phila.), PRPA Executive Director

James T. McDermott, Jr., State
Representative William Keller (D-
Phila.), Speaker Perzel (R-Phila.),

ILA Local President Sal Candellaria,
State Representative John Taylor 

(R-Phila.), U.S. Customs &
Immigration’s Joseph Alkus, and

State Representative George 
Kenney (R-Phila.).

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
(PRPA) is an independent agency of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania charged
with the management, maintenance, mar-
keting, and promotion of publicly owned
port facilities along the Delaware River
in Philadelphia, as well as strategic
planning throughout the port district.
PRPA works with its terminal operators
to modernize, expand, and improve its
facilities, and to market those facilities
to prospective port users. Port cargoes
and the activities they generate are
responsible for thousands of direct and
indirect jobs in the Philadelphia area 
and throughout Pennsylvania.

PRPA Senior Staff
Members of the PRPA senior staff can be reached at the Authority’s main telephone number, which is 
(215) 426-2600. PRPA’s administrative offices are located in the Port of Philadelphia Administration 
Building, 2nd floor, 3460 N. Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134.

James T. McDermott, Jr.
Executive Director
Robert C. Blackburn
Deputy Executive Director
Bruce J. Colucci
Administrator of Fiscal Services
Mary E. Cooney
Director of Human Resources
David A. Dambly
Director of Real Estate &
Insurance

Edward G. Henderson
Director of Strategic Planning &
Development
Gregory V. Iannarelli, Esq.
Chief Counsel
Charles J. Lawrence
Chief Engineer
Sean E. Mahoney
Director of Marketing

William B. McLaughlin, III
Director of Governmental &
Public Affairs
Joseph P. Menta, Jr.
Director of Communications
Ronald E. Mikalaitis
Director of Maintenance
Donna Powell
Director of Procurement
Carl M. Trovato
Director of Operations

PRPA congratulates Captain Michael J.
Linton, President of the Pilots Association
for the Bay & River Delaware, for the
honor of being named the 2003 recipient of
the Seamen’s Church Institute’s “Spirit of the
Port” Award on Thursday, April 10.
Captain Linton is seen here displaying his
award in the company of PRPA Executive
Director James T. McDermott, Jr. following
the presentation luncheon held on the
Delaware River waterfront. Along with his
current duties as President of the Pilots
Association, Captain Linton devotes his
time and expertise to almost every other
aspect of the maritime industry, including
acting as Chairman of PRPA’s multi-agency
Port Security Task Force. So PRPA certainly
agrees that our friend Captain Linton ably
fulfills the spirit of selflessness and service
that this prestigious award annually seeks to
honor. We salute you, Captain.

Further updates on Speaker Perzel’s
Homeland Security Initiative will appear in
future editions of PortWatch.
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Special thanks must go to
PRPA Executive Director
Jamie McDermott and his
staff here at PRPA; Pilots
Association President
Captain Mike Linton for
his leadership of the
PRPA Seaport Security
Committee; the local ter-
minal operators and men
and women of organized
labor who operate and
staff our facilities here in
the Port; Captain John
Sarubbi, our local Captain of the Port for the
United States Coast Guard; Mike Lovejoy,
Bob Heiss, and Joe Alkus from the U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Bureau; and the men and women in businesses,
government, and law enforcement who have 
all worked together to make our port and our
community safe and secure.

I also want to thank my colleagues:
Representatives George Kenney, John Taylor,
Dennis O’Brien, Marie Lederer, and Bill Keller
for their leadership on a number of vitally
important issues related to improving our quali-
ty of life here in the City of Philadelphia, and
now for their involvement and leadership with
my Homeland Security Initiative Resolution.

I especially want to thank Representative Keller
for his commitment and dedication to the Port
of Philadelphia and for all his hard work in
fighting to rejuvenate this Port and make it not
only the premier port in the nation, but also a
key economic devel-
opment engine for
Philadelphia and the
state of Pennsylvania
as a whole.

I also want to thank
Bill Keller for bring-
ing the concept of
DRMEC to me a few
years ago, and for
working with Brian
Preski, my Chief of
Staff and current
Chairman of the
PRPA, to help turn
things around and get
the Port moving in
the right direction.

The reality of our
post 9-11 environment
requires us to be on constant alert and prepared
for anything and everything, at any time, in
order to make our cities, towns, neighborhoods,
our infrastructure, our public places, and our
citizens safe from terrorist attack. We must be
proactive in identifying potential vulnerabilities
and implement preventative measures before a
terrorist has the chance to strike.

Our new homeland security reality demands
new homeland security measures. That’s why I
am here today to announce that I will introduce
a Homeland Security Initiative Resolution next
week that will direct the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives, through the Veterans Affairs
and Emergency Preparedness Committee, to
conduct a comprehensive bipartisan examina-

tion of homeland
security issues 
and emergency pre-
paredness here in
Pennsylvania.

I have already directed
Majority Chairman
Paul Semmel (R-
Lehigh/Berks) and
Minority Chairman
Tom Tigue (D-
Luzerne/Monroe) to
convene the first of a
series of public hear-
ings on May 8th to
examine current logis-
tics security and the
potential for terrorist

What is
R.I.S.K. Alert?
R.I.S.K. Alert, short for Rapid
International Security Knowledge
Alert, is a cargo-tracking and early
warning system now being tested 
at the Port of Philadelphia, with
many security experts already 
saying it should be the basis for 
a national system to safeguard
cargo shipments.

Part of a larger cargo-tracking 
system developed by the Delaware
River Maritime Enterprise Council
(DRMEC), R.I.S.K. Alert concentrates
on the security aspects of cargo
tracking, collecting information on
vessels, crews, and cargo and 
channeling it to law enforcement
and U.S. Customs officials. Solid per-
formance during the testing phase
has already prompted many port and
government officials in the region to
approach the Coast Guard about
considering R.I.S.K. Alert 
as an acceptable standard for infor-
mation-sharing under the Maritime
Transportation Security Act.

Using $850,000 in federal funds and
$150,000 in state funding, DRMEC
developed the R.I.S.K. Alert system
with the assistance of Transentric
LLC, a software company based in
St. Louis. A working prototype of the
tracking system was up and running
this past January.

Vessels that have participated in 
the test runs carry a locating device
that track their movements via 
satellite. The ships continually
update their positions, provide
detailed information on their crews
and cargoes, and report any 
suspicious occurrences on board.
The information is then supplied to
authorities when the ships are still
about two weeks away from port.

R.I.S.K. Alert has been designed 
to work smoothly with existing
cargo-tracking systems, including 
C-TPAT (Customs-Trade Partnership
Against Terrorism), providing 
additional information as well as
auditing information gathered by the
other systems. In the end, R.I.S.K.
Alert will permit security and safety
issues to be addressed in a more
efficient manner, allowing vessels to
more quickly get to the business of
loading or discharging cargo. In that
way, the program will aggressively
address the needs of both security
and commerce.

Speaker Perzel answers the media’s questions,
surrounded by fellow state representatives 

Marie Lederer, William Keller, John Taylor,
George Kenney, and PRPA Executive 

Director James T. McDermott, Jr.

Speaker Perzel outlines his new 
Homeland Security Initiative to 

the media assembled in 
PRPA’s conference room.

The Philadelphia 
maritime community
was pleased to host 
a visit by President
Bush on Monday,
March 31. Appearing at
the U.S. Coast Guard
Station at the foot of
Washington Avenue

along the Delaware River, President Bush
spoke about the importance of protecting the nation’s seaports and infrastructure

from terrorist attack, as well as updating the Philadelphia maritime community on the conflict in Iraq. In the top
photo, Pennsylvania Conference of Teamsters President & PRPA board member Edward F. Keyser, Jr., Teamsters
Local 500 President & Business Agent Frank Gillen, and PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr. confer
with each other prior to the arrival of President Bush. In the other photograph, President Bush addresses an
assembled gathering of members of the U.S. military, maritime officials, and other invited guests.

President Bush Salutes our Nation’s Ports During
Philadelphia Visit

PRPA Executive Director James. T.
McDermott, Jr., PRPA Security Consultant

Miles Lehmann, and PRPA Director of
Strategic Planning & Development

Edward G. Henderson give testimony and
answer questions about port security issues

at a May 8 Public Hearing conducted by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Veterans

Affairs and Emergency Preparedness
Committee. The Hearing was the first

major implementation of Pennsylvania
Speaker of the House John Perzel’s new

Homeland Security Initiative. For more on
this aggressive initiative to address security

concerns throughout the Commonwealth, see
the article on page 4 of this issue.
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Officials of the Philadelphia Regional 
Port Authority were pleased to host 

a visit to the Port of Philadelphia by His
Excellency Andres Bianchi, Chilean
Ambassador to the United States, on
Monday, April 14, 2003. During the course 
of his visit, Ambassador Bianchi met with
several PRPA officials, took a walking tour
of the Port’s on-dock fumigation and 
storage facilities, and witnessed the 
discharge of pallets of Chilean grapes 
from the vessel Wellington Star.

Ambassador Bianchi’s afternoon visit to the
Port’s busiest facility for Chilean fruit
imports, the Tioga Marine Terminal, fol-
lowed his participation in a business 
seminar earlier in the day that closely
examined the U.S./Chile trade relationship
and how it could be of further benefit to
Pennsylvania businesses. Sponsored by the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the Greater
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, and
the Chilean & American Chamber of
Commerce, the seminar covered a variety
of business topics with a special emphasis
on building support for a Free Trade

Agreement between the United States 
and the Republic of Chile, and the numerous
benefits of such an agreement. PRPA is a
charter member of the Chilean & American
Chamber of Commerce, and PRPA Deputy
Executive Director Robert C. Blackburn
serves as the organization’s current 
president. The seminar was held at the 
historic Union League of Philadelphia, 
located a short distance from Philadelphia’s
working waterfront.

During his opening comments for the morn-
ing business session, Mr. Blackburn lauded
the port and business community for the
long and successful trade relationship
between Chile and Philadelphia. “Speaking
as both Deputy Executive Director of the
PRPA and current President of the Chilean
American Chamber, I am very proud of the
excellent relationship between the Republic
of Chile and this region,” said Mr.
Blackburn. “During the fruit season of 2001-
2002, we increased imports of Chilean fruit
by 14.5%, bringing more than 48 million
cases of fruit imports to the region. And the
2002-2003 season is shaping up to be
extremely successful, as well.”

Mr. Blackburn also gave several examples
of the cooperative effort between business
and government to foster and expand this
trade. “We have successfully worked with
the state of Pennsylvania to organize two
trade missions to Chile, one in June of 1994
and one in December of 2000. During the
latter mission, the Pennsylvania governor at
the time was Tom Ridge and we were proud
that he traveled with us to Chile.” He also
acknowledged the ongoing efforts of
Ambassador Bianchi and the Embassy of
Chile in Washington to support and expand
trade between Chile and the U.S., and also
made special recognition of the fact that
the Chilean government in particular
acknowledges the strong relationship

Chilean Ambassador Andres Bianchi
took time during his April 14 visit to

the Port to sample some of his coun-
try’s fine grape products, discharged

that day at the Tioga Marine
Terminal. Pictured from left to right

are PRPA Deputy Executive
Director Robert C. Blackburn,

Delaware River Stevedores’
Roger Youngren, and 
Ambassador Bianchi.

Port of Philadelphia Hosts Visit of Chilean
Ambassador to the United States
Ambassador Bianchi’s day-long visit includes inspecting 
discharge of Chilean fruit at Tioga Marine Terminal

Working toward a more secure Pennsylvania

Speaker Perzel Selects PRPA as 
Venue to Announce State’s 
New Homeland Security Initiative

Good morning. Thank you all for coming.

As the new Speaker of the Pennsylvania House
of Representatives, one of my top priorities will
be working to ensure the safety of all the people
of this Commonwealth.

On September 11, 2001, terrorism struck our
shores, killing thousands of innocent victims in
New York City, the Pentagon, and in a field in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania. As government
officials, we have a responsibility to protect our
citizens and ensure the safety and well-being of
families throughout this great Commonwealth.

Pennsylvania is the Keystone State for good
reason. We have three ports: Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh and Erie. We have international 
airports in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Scranton,
Erie, Harrisburg, and the Allentown/
Bethlehem/Easton area. We have countless
bridges and thousands of miles of interstate
highway and rail lines. It is critically important
that we keep this vital infrastructure safe and
operational, while protecting our citizens.

Pennsylvania leads the nation when it comes to
port security and technological innovation,
thanks in part to the efforts of the Pennsylvania
General Assembly. We have been on the cutting
edge, prior to 9-11 and since then, creating new
technologies and other anti-terrorism devices to
protect our ports, highways, and rail systems.

Within days of the 9-11 attacks, the
Philadelphia Regional Port Authority took
immediate steps to secure Commonwealth-
owned cargo facilities here in the Port of
Philadelphia. The PRPA Seaport Security Task
Force brought the community together with
federal, state, and local law enforcement to
develop plans and strategies to secure general
cargo facilities here in the City of Philadelphia.

Through the state-funded establishment of the
Delaware River Maritime Enterprise Council
(DRMEC), we are leading the way in port
security with the U.S. Department of
Transportation authorizing DRMEC’s
“R.I.S.K. Alert” as a model Web-based 
demonstration for U.S. Customs, Coast Guard
and law enforcement to screen incoming cargo
vessels and crew prior to entry into any of our
ports. We’ll have a brief demonstration of
R.I.S.K. Alert at the end of my statement.

In recognition of all the hard work and
Pennsylvania-bred innovation here at the Port
of Philadelphia, I want to take a minute and
congratulate and recognize those individuals
who have worked so hard to bring about the
recent designation of the Port of Philadelphia 
as a Strategic Military Seaport by the U.S.
Department of Defense and the decision by 
the U.S. Navy to start berthing its LMSR 
vessels here.

In one of his first
official acts as the

new Speaker of the
Pennsylvania House
of Representatives,
Pennsylvania State
Representative 
John M. Perzel
announced his new
Homeland Security
Initiative during a

press conference held at the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority offices immediately
following the Friday, April 25 meeting of the
PRPA Board of Directors.

Rather than summarize the important 
initiative Speaker Perzel described and the
vital issues it encompasses, PortWatch is
pleased to present to our readers the entire
text of his announcement:

PRPA Executive Director James
T. McDermott, Jr. introduces

Pennsylvania State
Representative and new

Speaker of the House John M.
Perzel on Friday, April 25.
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from Africa’s Ivory Coast at the facility, and
was continuing to do so when port officials
greeted its captain, Master Mariner Virgilio
C. Pelayo, on April 15th.

“Harvey Weiner always seems to have a
steady stream of vessels bringing cocoa
into Philadelphia,” said PRPA Executive
Director James T. McDermott, Jr. “He has
both steady customers and one-time char-
ter customers, but everyone seems to 
ultimately come back and do business with
him again. When it comes to cocoa beans,
he really does want to make the
Philadelphia area a mini-Amsterdam.”
Amsterdam is the major European center
for cocoa bean storage and distribution.

On the diplomatic front, Pier 84 was pleased
to host a delegation of visiting mayors and
other government officials from the Ivory
Coast on Friday, May 2. The delegation was
visiting the United States to develop new
business, as well as strengthen cultural and
educational ties between the U.S. and the
Ivory Coast. As the members of the delega-
tion were from one of the world’s major
cocoa-producing countries, they made it a
point to travel to Philadelphia to visit the
Port’s Pier 84 cocoa-handling facility, which

has handled so
many of their coun-
try’s cocoa bean
cargoes in the past
(most recently with
the call of the
Natacha C two
weeks earlier).

Though just off the
plane from a ten-
day business trip to
Europe, Mr. Weiner
enthusiastically

greeted the delegation that morning at Pier
84 and spent about three hours discussing
with the group all aspects of the U.S./Ivory
Coast cocoa bean business. Topics includ-
ed the recent civil unrest in that country,
how training more farmers to grow cocoa
beans can improve the quality of life for that
segment of Ivory Coast society, and ways

new U.S. markets could be established for
Ivory Coast cocoa beans and other agricul-
tural products.

Assisting Mr. Weiner during the morning
meeting were PRPA’s Director of
Governmental & Public Affairs William B.
McLaughlin, III; Communications Director
Joseph P. Menta; Senior Marketing
Representative Nicholas Walsh; and
Marketing Representative Tummona Fisher.

“We are pleased to work with Harvey
Weiner and Dependable Distribution
Services to make Philadelphia the port of
choice for cocoa beans entering the United
States,” said Mr. McLaughlin in his wel-
coming remarks to the delegation. “There is
a dramatic story to tell here at this facility,
the story of how cocoa beans have once
again returned to the Port of Philadelphia
after years of dominance by ports such as
Norfolk and New York. Now, when it comes
to cocoa, we’re the port that other ports
aspire to be. This success story is due to
the strong public/private partnership
between PRPA and Dependable
Distribution, but ultimately it’s due to people
like you, the world’s cocoa producers, who
entrust the Port of Philadelphia with your
valuable products.”

For more information about Pier 84 and its
cocoa bean cargoes, visit PRPA’s Web site
at www.philaport.com. ■

In a light moment during their long discussion 
of trade issues on May 2, Mr. Weiner receives 

a gift from the Ivory Coast delegation.

At Pier 84 on Friday, May 2,
Harvey A. Weiner, President of

Dependable Distribution Services
(center of photo, standing), addressed

a delegation of mayors and other
government officials from 

Africa’s Ivory Coast.

between Chile and the Philadelphia
region by maintaining a fully staffed
consulate in Philadelphia, currently
headed by Consul General Jose 
Luis Morales.

Later that day, Mr. Blackburn per-
sonally escorted Ambassador
Bianchi through the Tioga Marine
Terminal, explaining every stage of
the handling process for Chilean
fruit. Ambassador Bianchi then asked if he
could sample some of his country’s exports,
and officials of terminal operator Delaware
River Stevedores, Inc. were happy to 
oblige, opening a case of grapes for the
ambassador and his colleagues to taste.
Ambassador Bianchi definitely approved of
the product, as he continued to eat grapes
well after the official “photo op” concluded.

“It was an honor and pleasure to show
Ambassador Bianchi our fruit-handling
operation at Tioga Marine Terminal,” said
Mr. Blackburn. “I know he appreciated 
seeing first-hand the jobs and economic
activity generated by the annual winter fruit
cargoes at the Port of Philadelphia. Along
with the U.S. and Chilean American
Chambers, the Port definitely looks forward
to working with the ambassador and his
staff on a variety of issues to further
enhance trade.”

The Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority encourages 
regional businesses to contact these fine
Chambers of Commerce to learn about their
many services. The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce can be reached at (202) 463-3126
and the Chilean & American Chamber of
Commerce, an affiliate of the Greater
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, can be
contacted at (215) 790-3690, or via its Web
site at www.caccgp.org. ■

Ambassador Bianchi, Mr. Blackburn, and Chilean
Consul General Jose Luis Morales, head of the

Chilean Consulate in Philadelphia,
at the Tioga Marine Terminal.

TELL US YOUR NEWS
The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s PortWatch is
produced quarterly by the

Authority’s Communications
Department, which invites
members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.

DID YOU 
KNOW...?

Carlos G. Cappellano,
PRPA’s representative in
Brazil, wants to remind
PortWatch readers that
Brazilian mangoes are
getting to be a very 
successful cargo at the
Port of Philadelphia.
Mangoes are shipped in
40-foot, refrigerated 
containers and are 
discharged at PRPA’s
Packer Avenue Marine
Terminal. Further, fully
80% of Brazilian 
mangoes entering the
United States do so
through the Port of
Philadelphia. Thanks 
for the reminder about
this important and 
growing cargo, Carlos!

PRPA congratulates Pennsylvania State
Representative Bill Keller, who on Thursday, May

8 was named the 2003 Man of the Year by the
Ports of Philadelphia Maritime Society at its 68th

Annual Dinner. Seen here following the award
ceremony are Pilots Association President Captain

Michael J. Linton, Representative Keller, and
Maritime Society President Uwe Schulz.

Representative Keller received this prestigious
award for his longtime efforts on behalf of the 

Port and to acknowledge his significant role in 
the initiatives that brought about Philadelphia

being named a Strategic Military Port by the
Defense Department and the Navy’s decision 

to berth two of its LMSR vessels here.
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Despite the intensely competitive
nature of the maritime industry, it

seems that year in and year out, 
cocoa beans from around the world
steadily flow into Pier 84, the Port of
Philadelphia’s dedicated cocoa-han-
dling facility. This is mainly due to the
strong relationship between PRPA and
its terminal operator at the facility,
Dependable Distribution Services.
And when you’re talking about
Dependable Distribution Services,
you’re really talking about its proactive
president, Harvey A. Weiner.

“We work well together, the Port and
Dependable,” said Mr. Weiner recently. 
“I know the requirements of the cocoa
industry, and the Port helps me to imple-
ment those requirements at Pier 84 to keep
the beans coming into Philadelphia.”

A recent
example 
of this pub-
lic/private
cooperation
at Pier 84
occurred last
summer,
when PRPA
constructed
and dedicat-
ed a $1.1 
million,
40,000-
square-foot,
frame-

supported, movable warehouse adjacent to
Pier 84, a structure that was instrumental in
attracting a sizable amount of new cocoa
bean business to the facility.

Dependable Distribution has a reputation
for not only aggressively marketing its serv-

ices to
cocoa shippers, but
also for going directly to the source – the
cocoa-producing countries – and meeting
with government and trade officials in those
countries to address concerns and solve
problems. This approach not only gains new
cocoa cargoes for the Port of Philadelphia,
but keeps Dependable Distribution Services
involved and well-versed in every link in the
cocoa chain: growing, harvesting, process-
ing, shipping, storage, and the final delivery
of the cocoa beans to customers such as
Hershey Foods, M&M/Mars, Wilbur
Chocolates, etc.

Recent activities at Pier 84 have encom-
passed both of these areas: new business
for the Port and diplomatic outreach.

First, on Tuesday, April 15, PRPA was
pleased to join with officials of Dependable
Distribution Services and ship agent G.M.
Richards Enterprises to welcome the char-
ter vessel M/V Natacha C to Pier 84. The
vessel spent several days preceding April
15 discharging its cargo of cocoa beans

Making Philadelphia the port of choice for cocoa

Pier 84 Keeps Cocoa Beans Flowing into
South Philadelphia

Cocoa beans from the 
Ivory Coast were discharged 
from the Natacha C at Pier 

84 on Tuesday, April 15.

Gathering for a photograph following the Port’s official
welcoming ceremony for the Natacha C are Dependable

Distribution Services’ Bill Golden; G.M. Richards
Enterprises’ Joe Tolomeo; PRPA Strategic Planning

Project Coordinator David Harvey; Master of the
Natacha C, Captain Virgilio C. Pelayo; and PRPA

Marketing Representative Dominic O’Brien.

PRPA was very happy to see that one of
its frequently unsung heroes was

recently honored by her peers in the mar-
itime industry. On Tuesday, April 8, PRPA’s
Director of Procurement Donna Powell was
named by the Women’s International Trade
Association as the recipient of its 22nd
annual Woman of the Year Award. The
award was presented at a banquet held at
Philadelphia’s Sheraton Society Hill.

“When spending public money on needed
port improvements, a complex procurement
code must be observed to ensure responsi-
ble use of funds and a fair playing field for
companies interested in getting a particular
piece of port business,” said PRPA Deputy
Executive Director Robert C. Blackburn 
during his introduction of Ms. Powell that
evening. “However, as necessary as this
process is, in our industry one can easily
get bogged down in paperwork and rules
and regulations to the point where the
whole process can slow down to a snail’s
pace. The amazing thing about Donna
Powell is that she observes all the rules, big
and small, but always keeps our projects

moving along at a fast clip. She’s always
efficient, professional, and detail-oriented 
in the face of complex, ‘we need this now’
situations.”

Donna Powell has been Director of
Procurement at PRPA since joining the
agency in 1993. Ms. Powell is integrally
involved with virtually every purchase at
PRPA, ranging from small printing jobs to
the purchase of a pair of Post-Panamax
container cranes for $15 million, a project
she is currently overseeing. 

PRPA congratulates Donna Powell on this
well-deserved honor and looks forward to
benefiting from her expertise and vision for
many years to come. ■

PRPA’s Donna Powell named 
Woman of the Year by Trade Group
Port’s Director of Procurement receives well-deserved 
accolades at April banquet 

Donna Powell happily displays her new
Woman of the Year Award on 

Tuesday, April 8.

PRPA’s Director of
Procurement Donna Powell 
thanks her colleagues in the 

Women’s International Trade
Association (WITA) on April 8 for

the recognition she received that
evening. From left to right we see

Donna Houston, PRPA’s Assistant
Director of Human Resources and

current President of WITA; Ms.
Powell; and Reverend James Von

Dreele, Director of the Seamen’s
Church Institute of Philadelphia.
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The M/V Natacha C
discharging cocoa beans from 

the Ivory Coast in April

PRPA is pleased to report that construction of its two new
Post-Panamax container cranes is moving along smoothly,

with the original Fall 2003 delivery date still in effect. The
cranes are being constructed in South Korea by Hyundai
Heavy Industries, Inc.

The two new cranes, to be ultimately placed at the 106-acre
Packer Avenue Marine Terminal in South Philadelphia, will
allow the Port of Philadelphia to accommodate the very latest
container vessels in service today, and will dramatically
increase efficiency at the Port’s largest and busiest facility.

“PRPA’s Crane Engineer Bob McCloskey has been over to
South Korea several times to check the progress on our new
cranes,” said PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott,
Jr. “He’s doing a great job keeping everything on schedule, and doing all the
necessary troubleshooting that goes along with a big job like this.”

PRPA once again thanks the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for releasing
approximately $15 million in state capital funding for the purchase of these
state-of-the-art cranes for its international seaport in Philadelphia.

Taken in late April, this photograph
shows one of PRPA’s new container

cranes being assembled in South Korea.
The cranes will be delivered to 

Packer Avenue Marine 
Terminal in the Fall.
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