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LMSR vessels are named
for winners of the
Congressional Medal of
Honor, and port and public
officials took a few
moments on October 23 to
pay tribute to Sergeant
Leroy A. Mendonca, U.S.
Army, who displayed
extraordinary gallantry in
the line of duty and gave
his life during the Korean
conflict on July 4, 1951;
and to Sergeant William
W. Seay, who displayed
extraordinary gallantry
and gave his life during
the war in Vietnam on August 25, 1968.

“This is another great day for the Port of
Philadelphia,” said PRPA Executive Director
James T. McDermott, Jr. during the October 23
welcoming ceremony. “Having these LMSR 
vessels here at Tioga Marine Terminal is 
wonderful for so many reasons, but especially
because, like our Strategic Military Port status,
it makes us a regular partner with our U.S.
armed forces. Such a partnership puts our port
on the map with both our commercial customers 

and our
state
and fed-
eral leg-
islators,
and cre-
ates signif-
icant eco-
nomic activity
here at the terminal,
but most importantly, it lets us all do something
for our men and women in uniform, to give
something back for all the freedoms we daily
enjoy here in this country.” ■

Brigade of New Orleans. “The Port of Philadelphia
personnel have been highly supportive of our
needs and special requirements.” Added Staff
Sgt. Terry Coleman on the 17th, “Everything is
going beautifully. We have a couple of holds
already filled.” The load-out was completed on
schedule on Sunday, October 19. ■

On the deck of the 1st Lt. Harry L. Martin on October 17, Colonel Sandy
Sanders of the U.S. Army’s Military Traffic Management Command
(MTMC) displays a framed print of the Port of Philadelphia presented to
him to commemorate that day’s historic military load-out. Appearing with
Colonel Sanders are (from left to right) PRPA Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr.; PRPA Director of Strategic Planning & Development
Edward G. Henderson; PRPA Chairman Brian Preski, Esq.; Pilots
Association for the Bay & River Delaware President, Captain Michael J.
Linton; Pennsylvania State Representative William Keller; and PRPA
Deputy Executive Director Robert C. Blackburn. In the background on the
right, note the Military Sealift Command LMSR vessel USNS Mendonca
making its way upriver to its new layberth at the Tioga Marine Terminal,
the other major military event at the Port that day (see story on page 5).

At the podium, PRPA Board Member
Captain John Cuff of the Pilots

Association for the Bay & River
Delaware presents PRPA’s official port

print to Captain Jo A. Carlton,
Commander, Military Sealift 

Command (Atlantic), to commemorate 
the arrival of the two LMSR vessels 

at the Port of Philadelphia.

PRPA Chairman Brian Preski, Esq. was on
hand at PRPA’s 106-acre Packer Avenue

Marine Terminal on Monday, October 27 to
host a demonstration of the new “RAPID
System” cargo-tracking & logistics technolo-
gy recently developed by the Delaware River
Maritime Enterprise Council (DRMEC). Also
co-hosting the event was Pennsylvania State
Representative William Keller 
(D-Philadelphia) and special guests
Congressman Robert Brady (D-PA,
Member, U.S. House Committee
on Armed Services),
Congressman John P.
Murtha (D-PA, Member,
U.S. House Committee on
Appropriations, Ranking
Minority Member, Sub-
Committee on Defense),

and the Honorable Denis
Coderre, the Canadian Minister
of Citizenship and Immigration.

The centerpiece of the demonstration consisted
of four M109A6 Paladin Howitzers being dis-
charged at the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal
that day, the latest leg of their journey to the
Letterkenny Army Depot in Letterkenny,
Pennsylvania, along with a description of how
the RAPID System would facilitate every step of
the Paladin Howitzers’ journey there. As of this
writing, the Paladins have safely arrived at their
final destination, with the RAPID System being
employed during every step in the transportation
chain: moving the four Paladins via commercial
trucking from Anniston, Alabama to the Military
Traffic Management Command (MTMC) port
facility in Charleston, South Carolina;
loading the four Paladins onto a U.S.
Army Landing Craft Utility (LCU) vessel
and proceeding to Philadelphia’s Packer
Avenue Marine Terminal; discharging
the Paladins from the LCU at Packer
Avenue Marine Terminal and loading
them directly onto rail cars (the leg of
the journey on view during the October
27 demonstration); and moving the
Paladins via Norfolk Southern/CSXT rail-
roads to the Letterkenny Army Depot.
The entire movement, which remained on
schedule, took place between October 20-31,
2003.

The RAPID System coordinates the electronic
tracking systems of all commercial vendors
involved in shipments such as the one described
here, and will be especially valuable with criti-
cal military shipments where efficiency and
speedy delivery are of primary importance. As
described by the Delaware River Maritime
Enterprise Council (DRMEC), the RAPID System
will enable the U.S. Department of Defense (US
DOD) to leverage commercial transport and

logistics assets to improve strategic
mobility requirements during times

of peace and national need
while minimizing disruptions

to commercial operations.
The RAPID System sup-
ports high-value, time-sen-
sitive military and commer-

cial shipments and includes
all links in the transportation

chain: vessels, ports, rail, high-
way, and inland facilities and com-

mercial hubs. The October 27 demon-
stration described and demonstrated all aspects
of the system. 

DRMEC is a Pennsylvania not-for-profit organi-
zation funded by the Pennsylvania Department
of Community and Economic Development, the
United States Department of Transportation, and
the U.S. Department of Defense. DRMEC was
created in 1999 to enable and promote rapid
technology transfer and collaboration between
commercial, government, military, and academic

Port Hosts Demonstration of State-of-the-Art
“RAPID System” Cargo-Tracking Technology
Government & Port officials witness new system to facilitate
efficient movement of military & commercial cargoes

Pennsylvania State Representative
William Keller, a longtime 

proponent of the Port of Philadelphia
and a guiding force behind PRPA’s

new relationship with the U.S.
military, addresses the port 

community during a demonstration
of the newly developed RAPID

System cargo-tracking technology at
the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal

on Monday, October 27.
The RAPID System will be 

especially effective in facilitating the
movement of time-sensitive 

military cargoes.

A Paladin Howitzer moments after driving 
off its ro/ro vessel. The RAPID System will 

facilitate the tracking and movement of high-
value cargoes such as the Paladin Howitzer.

Want to add a name 
or two to our PortWatch

mailing list?

Contact PRPA’s
Communications

Department at 
(215) 426-2600.

Continued from page 4: Port Mobilizes

Continued on page 12: RAPID System
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With so many military-related events taking
place at the Port of Philadelphia in

October, including a major load-out, training
sessions for port labor to learn to drive
and load Paladin Howitzers, and
demonstrations of cargo- 
tracking technologies with
major applications for 
military cargoes, it was
especially appropriate that
October also saw the end
result of another major
PRPA project with the U.S.
military: the arrival, after an
intense two-year process, of two
Military Sealift Command Large, Medium

Speed
Roll-
On/Roll-Off
(LMSR)
vessels at
their new
layberth at
the Tioga
Marine
Terminal.

The LMSR
vessel
USNS
Mendonca
arrived at
the Port of

Philadelphia’s Tioga Marine Terminal on Friday,
October 17 (on its way there, actually sailing
past another major military event, a record-size
military load-out at the Packer Avenue
Marine Terminal), and the USNS Seay
arrived at Tioga Terminal the following
week on Friday, October 24. Between
the two arrivals, a welcoming ceremony
for the LMSR vessels was held on
Thursday, October 23 at the Tioga
Marine Terminal, attended by federal,
state, and local public officials and over
one hundred members of the
Philadelphia maritime community.

LMSR vessels, stationed at various U.S.
ports by the Military Sealift Command,
are essentially immense floating 
warehouses, available on short notice
to dispatch military cargoes and sup-

plies anywhere in the world. PRPA was selected
by the Military Sealift Command as homeport for
two of its LMSR vessels after an intense evalua-

tion and selection process. Integral to the
Port of Philadelphia’s selection was

its willingness to enhance its
mooring capacity at the Tioga

Marine Terminal via the con-
struction of metal walkways
and mooring dolphins in the
Delaware River, and other

terminal improvements at a
cost of about $5 million. PRPA

will ultimately be reimbursed for
a significant portion of those funds

by the Military Sealift Command.

The Military Sealift Command’s newest class of
ship, the LMSR has significantly expanded and
enhanced our nation’s sealift capability for the
21st century. During the past several years, 20
LMSR vessels have been built or converted from
other types of vessels at U.S. shipyards. Every
LMSR vessel can carry an entire U.S. Army Task
Force, including over one thousand tanks,
trucks, and other vehicles, with each vessel
continually being staffed and maintained in 
port to allow for immediate dispatching to
humanitarian or combat missions around the
world. The two LMSR vessels assigned to Tioga
Marine Terminal will homeport at the facility
until they are needed to participate in such a
mission or are ordered to temporarily move for 
a logistical reason. 

At the Tioga Marine Terminal on Friday, October 24, a 
Moran Towing Company tug helps position the second 

LMSR vessel, the USNS Seay, next to the USNS Mendonca.

LMSR Vessels Arrive!
Military Sealift Command officially makes Tioga Marine
Terminal a base of operations

On the rear loading ramp of the
USNS Mendonca, Pennsylvania

Congressman Joseph Hoeffel 
addresses the port community at the

Thursday, October 23rd ceremony
welcoming the two LMSR vessels to

the Port of Philadelphia. Joining
Congressman Hoeffel on the vessel

are, from left to right, Pennsylvania
State Representative William Keller,

Pennsylvania State Representative
Marie Lederer, PRPA Deputy

Executive Director Robert
Blackburn, Pennsylvania State

Senator Michael Stack, Pennsylvania
State Representative John Taylor,

Director of the Seamen’s Church
Institute Father James Von Dreele,

and PRPA Executive Director 
James T. McDermott, Jr.

institutions for high-speed, time-sensitive com-
mercial and military shippers and transporters.

“In October 2002, the Department of Defense
designated the Port of Philadelphia as its
newest Strategic Military Port,” said PRPA
Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr.
“Shortly thereafter, the U.S. Navy’s Military
Sealift Command selected us as a berthing loca-
tion for two of its LMSR vessels. We are very
proud of these designations and are committed

to doing our best to live up to the confidence
shown in the Port of Philadelphia by the U.S.
military. Today’s demonstration of this new
tracking and logistics technology developed by
DRMEC is the latest example of this commit-
ment. It also demonstrates that no cargo is
being left behind at the Port of Philadelphia. The
RAPID System will coordinate and help speed
delivery of not only our new military cargoes,
but our commercial cargoes, as well. All of our
port users will greatly benefit.” ■

As much as PRPA’s staff and termi-
nal operators enjoy embracing the

busy world of maritime-industrial
commerce, performing hospitality
duties is often a pleasant and wel-
come change of pace from the usual
hustle and bustle. This proved to be
the case on Tuesday, October 28,
when PRPA’s Forest Products
Distribution Center at Piers
78/80 welcomed a shiny new
vessel to the facility.

The vessel in question was
the Wagenborg Shipping B.V.
vessel m/v Prisenborg, one of
Wagenborg Shipping’s
newest forest products-han-
dling vessels. Newly commis-
sioned, the state-of-the-art
vessel enjoyed a busy and
productive maiden voyage to
the Port of Philadelphia dur-

ing the last few days of October.

On the morning of October 28, port officials took
some time to officially welcome the Prisenborg
and its master, Captain Karel Korpershoek, to
the Port of Philadelphia. On hand to greet

Captain Korpershoek was
PRPA Director of
Communications Joseph
Menta and James Lyons,
President of J.H.
Stevedoring. Captain
Korpershoek was presented
with a framed limited 
edition print of the Port of
Philadelphia, and Mr. Menta
and Mr. Lyons expressed to
the captain the sentiments

inscribed on the print’s brass plate:
“Commemorating the Maiden Voyage of the
Wagenborg Shipping B.V. vessel Prisenborg to
the Port of Philadelphia’s Forest Products
Distribution Center at Piers 78/80. May you visit
us frequently, productively, and safely for many
years to come.”

The m/v Prisenborg will join the rotation of
Wagenborg Shipping vessels that regularly
deliver rolls of fine coated paper and other 
forest products to Piers 78/80. “Wagenborg
Shipping is noted for its modern, sparkling
clean, and very efficient vessels, and are always
a welcome sight on Philadelphia’s working
waterfront,” said Mr. Menta. “After my visit on
October 28, I can say with confidence that the
Prisenborg is no exception to that rule.”

PRPA’s Forest Products Distribution Center at
Piers 78/80 is operated by Penn Warehousing &
Distribution Company, with stevedoring services
provided by J.H. Stevedoring Company. ■

PRPA Welcomes Maiden Voyage to the Port
Sparkling new Prisenborg graces Philadelphia waterfront

PRPA Director of Communications
Joseph Menta and Captain Karel

Korpershoek, Master of the m/v
Prisenborg on the deck of the vessel

on October 28. Captain Korpershoek
is displaying the port print presented

to him to commemorate the vessel’s
maiden voyage to the Port.

James Lyons, President of J.H. Stevedoring, poses with 
Captain Korpershoek on the bridge of the Prisenborg

shortly after the welcoming ceremony.

The Prisenborg’s cranes 
discharge the vessel’s cargo of paper

rolls at PRPA’s Forest Products
Center on Tuesday, October 28.

Continued on page 6: LMSR Vessels Arrive

Continued from page 11: RAPID System
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At a marine terminal that’s seemingly seen it
all, including hundreds of imported com-

muter rail cars destined for use on the Market-
Frankford El, record-size heavy-lift cargoes, and

even the Queen Elizabeth II, a chilly day in
mid-October presented yet another mem-

orable image at Philadelphia’s largest
and busiest marine terminal. For that
was the day the U.S. Army came to
town in a big way.

Though the Army’s Military Traffic
Management Command (MTMC) began

almost immediately to ship military cargoes
through PRPA’s Packer Avenue Marine

Terminal upon the Port’s October 2002 designa-
tion as a Strategic Military Seaport, the morning
of October 17, 2003 presented an especially 
dramatic sight to longshoremen and other port
personnel: the first major military load-out here,
as over 640 pieces of military equipment, 
including scores of Black Hawk helicopters,
Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Trucks
(HEMTT), Aviation Fuel Tankers, and assorted
other vehicles began being loaded aboard the
Military Sealift Command (MSC) vessel 1st Lt.
Harry L. Martin.

The equipment, belonging to the U.S. Army’s 10th
Mountain Division
(Light Infantry) of
Fort Drum, New
York, was destined
for the U.S. peace-
keeping mission in
Iraq. The 10th
Mountain Division,
which has the best
reenlistment rate in
the U.S. Army, con-
tinues the outstand-
ing reputation of its
forebears, who
effectively fought in
the mountains of
Italy during World
War II. The 10th
Mountain Division
(Light Infantry) is, in
the words of a Fort Drum official, “the division of
choice for soldiers who really want to soldier.”

As the cargoes were loaded aboard the 1st Lt.
Harry L. Martin, port and government officials
gathered aboard the vessel to commemorate 
the load-out and properly welcome the MTMC
officials overseeing the movement. The
Philadelphia contingent included PRPA
Chairman Brian Preski, Esq., PRPA Executive
Director James T. McDermott, Jr., Pennsylvania
State Representative William Keller, and Pilots
Association for the Bay & River Delaware
President, Captain Michael J. Linton.

“What a great day this is for the Port of
Philadelphia and our port labor force,” said Mr.
McDermott while aboard the 1st Lt. Harry L.
Martin that day. “I know for a fact how proud
our ILA workers are of the job they do handling
our regular containerized and breakbulk car-
goes, so I can only imagine how they must feel
about their role in moving this huge shipment of
military supplies to where it is critically needed.”

Military officials on hand on October 17 gave
high marks to the load-out. “The loading 
operation has been as smooth as can be,” said
Colonel Maynard “Sandy” Sanders, Commander
of the Army Reserve’s 1192nd Transportation

Port Mobilizes for U.S. Army
October load-out largest military shipment to date

Seen from the deck of the 1st Lt.
Harry L. Martin on the morning 
of October 17 are military vehicles

and supplies waiting to be 
loaded aboard the vessel.

A Special Message to PortWatch Readers involved in
Manufacturing, Importing and Exporting...

Grantee of Foreign Trade Zone #35
The Port of Philadelphia’s first-class facilities and services, coupled with our
aggressive, proactive Foreign Trade Zone Program, could give your opera-
tion the edge it needs in today’s intensely competitive business environment.
Find out now about the many ways countless manufacturers, importers and
exporters in our port district have employed FTZ benefits to significantly
improve their bottom line. It doesn’t matter if you’re already operating in
our region or just thinking about coming here…it doesn’t matter whether or
not waterborne transportation through the Port of Philadelphia is part of
your logistics plan…either way you owe it to yourself to investigate how
FTZ General Purpose Zone or Sub-Zone status in our port district can
dramatically improve your business picture.

For more information about the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority’s
FTZ program, as well as our other port services, contact David Harvey in
PRPA’s Strategic Planning & Development Department at (215) 426-2600.

Philadelphia Regional Port Authority 
3460 N. Delaware Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19134
(215) 426-2600 • Fax: (215) 426-6800

Visit us at www.philaport.com
Managing Pennsylvania’s international seaport since 1990

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
(PRPA) is an independent agency of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania charged
with the management, maintenance, mar-
keting, and promotion of publicly owned
port facilities along the Delaware River
in Philadelphia, as well as strategic
planning throughout the port district.
PRPA works with its terminal operators
to modernize, expand, and improve its
facilities, and to market those facilities
to prospective port users. Port cargoes
and the activities they generate are
responsible for thousands of direct and
indirect jobs in the Philadelphia area 
and throughout Pennsylvania.

PRPA Senior Staff
Members of the PRPA senior staff can be reached at the Authority’s main telephone number, which is 
(215) 426-2600. PRPA’s administrative offices are located in the Port of Philadelphia Administration 
Building, 2nd floor, 3460 N. Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134.

James T. McDermott, Jr.
Executive Director
Robert C. Blackburn
Deputy Executive Director
Bruce J. Colucci
Administrator of Fiscal Services
Mary E. Cooney
Director of Human Resources
David A. Dambly
Director of Real Estate &
Insurance

Edward G. Henderson
Director of Strategic Planning &
Development
Gregory V. Iannarelli, Esq.
Chief Counsel
Charles J. Lawrence
Chief Engineer
Sean E. Mahoney
Director of Marketing

William B. McLaughlin, III
Director of Governmental &
Public Affairs
Joseph P. Menta, Jr.
Director of Communications
Ronald E. Mikalaitis
Director of Maintenance
Donna Powell
Director of Procurement
Carl M. Trovato
Director of Operations

TELL US YOUR NEWS
The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s PortWatch is
produced quarterly by the

Authority’s Communications
Department, which invites
members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.

Continued on page 6: Port Mobilizes
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The fill process
required to accomplish the Southport Project
could utilize as much as 2.5 million cubic yards
of dredged material.

Second, PRPA has asked the administration of
Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell to act
on the $3 million provided in a recent Capital
Budget Itemization Bill to build a rail spur adja-
cent to the Army Corps of Engineers dredge dis-
posal site at Fort Mifflin. When constructed, this
spur will facilitate the transportation of dredged
material from the Delaware River to previously
identified mine reclamation sites in northeastern
Pennsylvania.

Finally, Chairman Preski noted PRPA’s initiation
of a feasibility study that will identify additional
dredge disposal site alternatives, including other
landfill sites along the Delaware River and quar-
ry sites throughout Pennsylvania. 

“It has been conclusively demonstrated that
dredged material from the Delaware River is
environmentally benign,” said Chairman Preski.
“In addition to the previously stated economic
benefits of the deepening project, these three
suggested re-uses of the project’s dredged
materials will themselves create economic
activity and demonstrate Pennsylvania’s willing-
ness to be a responsible partner with New
Jersey and Delaware in the handling of these
materials.”

Chairman Preski then elaborated on the primary
importance of the channel deepening project,
even when compared to other important PRPA
initiatives. “Every day, PRPA aggressively works

to maintain and expand maritime commerce in
this region, and I know that other maritime busi-
nesses along the Delaware River do the same,”
said Chairman Preski. “Even now two brand-
new Post-Panamax container cranes, recently
built by Hyundai Heavy Industries of South
Korea, are crossing three oceans on their way
to our Packer Avenue Marine Terminal, where
they will allow the facility to service the largest
container vessels in operation today. But what
good is it if our maritime facilities can accom-
modate these new, modern vessels if the
Delaware River’s main channel can’t? The time
has come to make the channel deepening proj-
ect a reality.”

Chairman Preski concluded his Board discus-
sion of the channel deepening project with the
following: “For almost two decades, this project
has been endorsed by virtually every maritime-
related agency, organization, and business rely-
ing on the Delaware River, as well as by numer-
ous public officials, economists, and environ-
mental experts. It has been subjected to
unprecedented public and private review, all of
which has reaffirmed the environmental sound-
ness of the project and the enormous economic
benefits it will deliver. I should also add that
PRPA’s vital new relationships with the U.S. mili-
tary lend further argument to the swift comple-
tion of this project. The U.S. Army is now regu-
larly moving vehicles, helicopters and assorted
supplies through the Packer Avenue Marine
Terminal and the Navy is berthing two LMSR
supply vessels at the Tioga Marine Terminal.
The military is showing tremendous faith in the
Port of Philadelphia, so in return we must do our

part to make our river as efficient
and navigable as possible.
Therefore, I once again call on the
entire regional maritime communi-
ty to contact their congressional
representatives and U.S. senators
and communicate to them that the
channel deepening project must
finally commence. It cannot wait.
The future of one of this region’s
greatest assets – its international
maritime industry – is literally in
the balance.” ■

One of the primary reasons for 
recent increased container activity 

at the Port of Philadelphia was the
Port’s promise of a deeper channel in

the near future. Seen here is the
Contship Australis, part of PRPA’s
dynamic “Around the World” service,

discharging containers at the 
Packer Avenue Marine Terminal 

in October. Continued gains in 
container activity will be in jeopardy

without a deeper channel.

Right on the heels of winning a prestigious Summitt Creative Award
from the interactive software industry last summer, PRPA’s new
Interactive Marketing CD-ROM was recognized with an Award of
Excellence in the 2003 American Association of Port Authorities
(AAPA) Communications Competition, the AAPA’s highest honor in
the annual competition. Seen here accepting the award at the 2003
AAPA Annual Convention, held at the Port of Curacao this past
September, is PRPA Board Member Captain John Cuff of the Pilots
Association for the Bay & River Delaware. To Captain Cuff ’s left is
Agustin Diaz, Executive Director of the Curacao Ports Authority,
and to his right is Jean Godwin, AAPA’s Executive Vice President &
General Counsel. The PRPA Interactive Marketing CD-ROM was
produced by Cirring Interactive under the project direction of PRPA
Marketing Representative Dominic O’Brien.

At the 72nd Annual Banquet of the
World Trade Association (WTA) of
Philadelphia, held on Wednesday,
September 17 at the waterfront Hyatt
Regency, longtime port user New
Zealand Milk Products (NZMP) was
honored by the Philadelphia port com-
munity for its support and use of the
Port of Philadelphia, especially the
Packer Avenue Marine Terminal. The
photo at left shows Jan Fuhrer of
Delaware Avenue Enterprises, on the
left, presenting the WTA’s Special
Recognition Award to Donald
Learmouth, President and COO of

NZMP (USA) Inc. that evening,
and in the other 
photograph, Mr.
Learmouth proudly
displays his award
with several of his
NZMP colleagues
and other members of
the Philadelphia
maritime community.
PRPA salutes NZMP
(USA) Inc. and looks 
forward to many
more years of produc-
tive association!
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The Board of Directors of the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority (PRPA) strongly reaf-

firmed its support for the proposed Delaware
River Navigation Deepening Project at its Friday,
September 26 Board meeting. In a sternly word-
ed resolution that was unanimously adopted
during the meeting, the Board stated that “the
deepening project represents the single most
important step to ensure the future viability of
the Delaware River maritime complex.” 

Speaking on behalf of the Board, PRPA
Chairman Brian Preski, Esq. said, “There has
been entirely too much misinformation and 
politically motivated delay around this project.
This region has no more time for political games.
Deepening the Delaware River’s navigational

channel will mean economic growth, job 
creation, and expansion of trade for the
entire region. The consequences of not doing
this project will be just as dramatic; this port
will be left behind as other maritime com-
plexes along the East Coast will reap the
business and benefits that we will effectively
turn away.”

The Delaware River Channel Deepening
Project has been authorized by the U.S.
Congress and the United States Army Corps
of Engineers. By deepening the navigation
channel from 40 to 45 feet, the Delaware
River will meet the competition presented by
major North Atlantic ports, competition that
continually vies for the Delaware River’s
position as a primary gateway of commerce
between the U.S. and the world at large.

Many seaports along the North Atlantic range,
including the Port of New York & New Jersey,
the Port of Baltimore and the Virginia Port
Authority all have navigational channels of at
least 45 feet or more. John Cuff, a PRPA Board
Member and active river pilot for more than 25
years said, “This is a long overdue improvement
to the Delaware River and the thousands of mar-
itime-related businesses that utilize it. We must
modernize or else suffer a serious decline in
river traffic.”

The resolution adopted by the PRPA Board on
September 26 also noted the financial commit-

ment to the project made by the states of
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware, and
the project’s local sponsor, the Delaware River
Port Authority. The total cost of the project,
which will deepen the navigation channel from
the Delaware Bay to Philadelphia’s Benjamin
Franklin Bridge, is approximately $298 million,
with the local regional community providing a
one-third match to the federal appropriation for
the entire project. The resolution noted that this
important “public works project offers a splen-
did opportunity to translate the rhetoric of
regional cooperation into action.” 

Expanding on this idea, Edward Keyser, PRPA
Board Member and President of the
Pennsylvania Conference of Teamsters, said,
“Here is a project that will create hundreds of
jobs right away and, more importantly, ensure
future jobs for the entire tri-state area. This
region should not squander this tremendous
opportunity.” As noted by the PRPA resolution,
the channel deepening project will benefit not
only PRPA and its operations, but numerous
other public and private maritime-industrial
operations up and down the Delaware River.

Addressing the one area of controversy that
often arises when discussing the project,
Chairman Preski noted that as a Pennsylvania
state agency, PRPA recognizes that the
Commonwealth must share in the responsibility
of handling the dredged material this huge proj-
ect will generate. Specifically, he offered three
approaches to the handling of dredged material
that will not only equalize regional responsibility
but will provide beneficial uses for Pennsylvania. 

First, he noted PRPA’s Southport Project, which
aims to be the first major expansion on
Pennsylvania’s seaport facilities since 1968. The
multi-purpose project would include develop-
ment for maritime purposes of an area directly
south of the Walt Whitman Bridge and PRPA’s
Packer Avenue Marine Terminal, incorporating
existing piers and unused parcels of land. A key
element of the Southport Project would be the
filling in of the areas between Piers 122 and 124
and a parcel at the east end of the former
Philadelphia Navy Yard, owned by the

Philadelphia Regional Port Authority Board
Calls for Immediate Start to Delaware River
Channel Deepening Project
Channel must be deepened to 45 feet, Board unanimously affirms

During an October 27 event 
at Packer Avenue Marine Terminal

to demonstrate the Port’s ability to
move and track military cargoes 

(see full story on page 11 ), PRPA
Chairman Brian Preski, Esq. once

again strongly endorsed the impor-
tance of deepening the Delaware
River’s main channel to 45 feet.

PRPA is pleased to
announce that

Philadelphia labor official
Jerry Volpe was appointed to
the PRPA Board of Directors
by Pennsylvania Governor
Edward G. Rendell on
September 24, 2003. Mr.
Volpe was appointed to the
Board by Governor Rendell
on the recommendation of
the Bucks County Board of
Commissioners.

Mr. Volpe is Business
Manager & Secretary

Treasurer of District Council 21, Painters &
Allied Trades, and during his long career has
garnered a reputation among labor, manage-
ment, civic, and governmental leaders for 
fairness and problem-solving.

“I’m very pleased to welcome Jerry Volpe to the
PRPA Board of Directors,” said PRPA Executive
Director James T. McDermott, Jr. “During the
course of the port tour I conducted for Mr. Volpe
upon his appointment, I immediately knew from
his questions and insights that he will be a 
valuable addition to PRPA’s governing body.”

Mr. Volpe lives with his wife and two children in
Bensalem, Pennsylvania. ■

Jerry Volpe Joins PRPA Board

PRPA’s shiny new mini-bus is now in opera-
tion, thanks to the capable work of the PRPA

Maintenance Department. A special project for
the maintenance staff, the PRPA mini-bus was
assembled from two retired vehicles recently
purchased for $1,000 from the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA),
the agency that runs Philadelphia’s public 
transportation system. 

Using parts from one vehicle to get the other 
up-to-speed, PRPA auto mechanic Bill Godfrey
and his fellow maintenance staff promptly got
the primary vehicle up and running this past
September. The road-worthy mini-bus was
then brought to Philadelphia’s Century Truck
and Trailer Repair and Refinishing for minor
body work, painting and stenciling of the
port logo on the vehicle. Then it went back
to the PRPA Maintenance Department for
extensive interior work, including the instal-
lation of new seats, interior lighting, and a
microphone and sound system. 

The result is PRPA’s own mini-bus, available
on a moment’s notice to give port tours to
legislators, students, and other port visitors,
as well as shuttling PRPA employees to and
from port events held outside the main office.

The new vehicle will almost eliminate the 
need to engage costly rental vehicles to give
port tours.

“The PRPA Maintenance Department was cen-
tral to the success of our project to give PRPA
its own in-house mini-bus,” said PRPA Executive
Director James T. McDermott, Jr. “Thanks to
their expert work on the engine and interior, and
their oversight of the painting and bodywork, we
now have a reliable, new-looking vehicle for
port tours and other functions at a mere fraction
of the cost of an actual new vehicle. Our guys in
Maintenance are to be commended.” ■

PRPA Unveils New Mini-Bus 

Jerry Volpe

Maintenance staffers William “Booty” O’Meara and
Bill Godfrey pose with the Maintenance Department’s

recent pet project, the new PRPA mini-bus.
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As the Bertling Line vessel Normandie dis-
charges its cargo of wood products, a Moran
Towing Company tug carefully positions the
USNS Seay next to the USNS Mendonca
at the new LMSR layberth at the Tioga
Marine Terminal on Friday, October 24.

PRPA congratulates its longtime friend and business associate Andreas P.
Economou, CEO of Unifrutti of America, on the occasion of being named

the recipient of the sixth annual Friend of Chile Award by the Chilean and
American Chamber of Commerce at the Chamber’s 15th Annual Luncheon
Meeting on Thursday, November 13th, 2003.

During the course of the luncheon, Mr. Economou was lauded by several
business and government leaders, including the Honorable Jose Luis
Morales-Molyneux, Consul General of Chile; Pennsylvania Senator Michael
Stack; Harold Sbrocco of Sbrocco International, Inc.; and PRPA Deputy
Executive Director Robert C. Blackburn, who is also the current President of
the Chilean and American Chamber. All lauded Mr. Economou’s business
expertise and humanitarian ideals, making particular note of his longtime
support of the Port of Philadelphia. 

“For two decades, Unifrutti of America has been a consistent and loyal
anchor tenant at the Tioga Marine Terminal,” said Mr. Blackburn. “Every
year, Andy moves millions of dollars worth of Chilean fruit through Tioga,
creating significant jobs and economic impact. He is a true friend of the
Port of Philadelphia and well deserving of this honor.” ■

PRPA Welcomes 
Naval LMSR Vessels
Arrival of USNS Mendonca & 
USNS Seay Highlight 
Busy Autumn with Military

PRPA Welcomes 
Naval LMSR Vessels
Arrival of USNS Mendonca & 
USNS Seay Highlight 
Busy Autumn with Military

Economou Honored as 
True “Friend of Chile”

Posing in front of the Sixth Annual Friend of Chile
Award, presented this year to Andreas P. Economou, is
(from left to right) PRPA Director of Marketing Sean

Mahoney; PRPA Deputy Executive Director and 
current Chilean and American Chamber President

Robert Blackburn; Mr. Economou; and PRPA
Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr.


