










PRPA is excited to share with the maritime community its vision
for SouthPort, the proposed project that seeks to be the first
major expansion of the Port of Philadelphia in almost 40 years.
While not an exact technical rendering of the project (as 
many operational details are still being finalized), this graphic
illustration strongly suggests how PRPA envisions developing the
47-plus acres it recently acquired from the City of Philadelphia
and various railroad & commercial interests to address PRPA’s
concerns about having adequate lands for future maritime-

industrial use. The inset at right identifies the land in question as
it now exists, and this large color illustration shows the new
SouthPort terminal PRPA wants to place there and how it would
connect to the existing Packer Avenue Marine Terminal and
expand the Port significantly to the south. Situation permitting,
dredged materials from the Delaware River Channel Deepening
Project would be the preferred medium to fill in the current open
area between Packer Avenue Marine Terminal and SouthPort.
For more information on this dramatic project to ensure the

Port’s future maritime-industrial viability, check out the Winter
2004 edition of PortWatch (reproduced on PRPA’s Web site,
www.philaport.com, in the “news” section) and follow the story
in future issues of this publication.
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The annual Philadelphia Legislative
Weekend is an effort by
Pennsylvania’s House and Senate
delegation to expose to their legisla-
tive colleagues from throughout
Pennsylvania the many attractions 
of Philadelphia. Every spring, about
100 Pennsylvania state senators and
representatives accept the invitation
of their Philadelphia colleagues to
spend a weekend of arts, culture,
and fun here in the City of Brotherly

Love. The idea is to build goodwill
for the city, goodwill that 

can ultimately translate to
favorable actions in Harrisburg when

Philadelphia-related issues are on 
the agenda. This year’s Pennsylvania
Legislative Weekend was held 
May 21-23.

“We find that just getting
Philadelphia’s story out there 

generates so many positive things,”
said PRPA Executive Director James T.

McDermott, Jr. “That’s why we support
and participate in these annual legislative

weekends. Our legislators just need to see 
how great a place Philadelphia is, and so many
doors open.”

PRPA’s
partici-
pation in
the annual
event
ensures,
however,
that it’s not just a week-
end of arts, culture, and Phillies games for 
the legislators and their families. “We always
provide a port tour on the official agenda, and a
sizable number of legislators sign up for it every
year,” said Mr. McDermott. “They are always

Pennsylvania Legislators Visit Philadelphia’s
Many Sites & Attractions
But PRPA Makes Sure Philadelphia’s 
Working Waterfront Is among the Stops

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
(PRPA) is an independent agency of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania charged
with the management, maintenance, mar-
keting, and promotion of publicly owned
port facilities along the Delaware River
in Philadelphia, as well as strategic
planning throughout the port district.
PRPA works with its terminal operators
to modernize, expand, and improve its
facilities, and to market those facilities
to prospective port users. Port cargoes
and the activities they generate are
responsible for thousands of direct and
indirect jobs in the Philadelphia area 
and throughout Pennsylvania.

PRPA Senior Staff
Members of the PRPA senior staff can be reached at the Authority’s main telephone number, which is 
(215) 426-2600. PRPA’s administrative offices are located in the Port of Philadelphia Administration 
Building, 2nd floor, 3460 N. Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134.

James T. McDermott, Jr.
Executive Director
Robert C. Blackburn
Deputy Executive Director
Bruce J. Colucci
Administrator of Fiscal Services
Mary E. Cooney
Director of Human Resources
David A. Dambly
Director of Real Estate &
Insurance

Edward G. Henderson
Director of Strategic Planning &
Development
Gregory V. Iannarelli, Esq.
Chief Counsel
Charles J. Lawrence
Chief Engineer
Sean E. Mahoney
Director of Marketing
William B. McLaughlin III
Director of Governmental &
Public Affairs

Joseph P. Menta, Jr.
Director of Communications
Ronald E. Mikalaitis
Director of Maintenance
Joseph F. Petruzzi
Director of MIS
Donna Powell
Director of Procurement
James Walsh
Director of Operations

At the May 21 opening night reception
for the 2004 Philadelphia Legislative

Weekend are three longtime allies of
the Port of Philadelphia: State

Representative Marie Lederer, State
Representative Bill Keller, and Speaker

of the House John Perzel, along 
with PRPA Executive Director 

James T. McDermott, Jr.

PRPA maintains frequent contact with key legislative and departmental officials in
the state capital, including inviting these officials for regular meetings and tours at
the Port itself. Here Pennsylvania State Senator Michael Stack (pictured on the far
left) and the Honorable Don Cunningham, Secretary of the Commonwealth’s
Department of General Services (seen at far right), pause for a photograph with
PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr. following their meeting on port
capital funding issues Friday, March 26.

interested in
seeing the 
situation on
Philadelphia’s
working 
waterfront.”

This year PRPA
modified its
usual port tour
to emphasize
the increasing
amount of mili-

tary activity at the Port of Philadelphia, resulting
from PRPA’s designation two years ago as a
Strategic Military Port by the U.S. Defense
Department and, shortly thereafter, the U.S.
Navy’s selection of the Port of Philadelphia as a
homeport for two of its Large, Medium Speed
Roll-On/Roll-Off (LMSR) transport vessels. 

The centerpiece of this year’s port tour was an
onboard guided tour of the LMSR vessel USNS
Seay on Saturday, May 22, conducted by the
vessel’s Master, Captain Roger Haskell. Tagging
along to provide further explanation of the Port’s

recent military activities were PRPA Strategic
Planning & Development Director Edward G.
Henderson; Governmental & Public Affairs
Director William B. McLaughlin III;
Security/Safety Manager Steve Gandy; and
Communications Director Joseph Menta. Also
on hand was State Representative Bill Keller,
who was central to the successful conclusion to
the initiatives to acquire the Strategic Military
Port designation for Philadelphia and homeport
status here for two Naval LMSR vessels.

“As important as it is to show our legislators 
the engines of tourism and nightlife here in
Philadelphia, it is even more important to 
show them the results of their support of our
maritime/industrial waterfront,” said Mr.
McLaughlin. “For example, during the first 
quarter of 2004, over 19,000 ILA man hours 
were directly attributable to our new military
cargoes here at the Port, and that wouldn’t have
occurred if the state didn’t help us make the
improvements to our terminals that ultimately
brought both the Army and Navy here as new
port users.” ■

Pennsylvania legislators and
their families following their

tour of the USNS Seay on
Saturday, May 22.

Continued on page 8: Legislative Weekend

Continued from page 5: Legislative Weekend
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or two to our PortWatch

mailing list?

Contact PRPA’s
Communications

Department at 
(215) 426-2600.
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Shortly after PRPA’s dramatic
outreach to Cuba in April 
(see story on page 2), the 
Port of Philadelphia further
cemented its international
profile with an official visit
here by a major governmental
and trade delegation from
Africa’s Ivory Coast. The 
delegation, which visited
PRPA on Friday, May 14, 
was led by Her Excellency
Madam Simone Gbagbo, 
First Lady of the Ivory Coast.

“We were honored that
Madame Gbagbo and her delegation specifically
requested a visit to the Port of Philadelphia 
during their time in the United States,” said
PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott,
Jr. “Of course, they were primarily interested 
in seeing firsthand our port’s excellent cocoa-
handling operation.” The Ivory Coast is a major
producer of the world’s cocoa bean cargoes,
much of which is ultimately destined for the
United States via the Port of Philadelphia.

A highlight for the delegation, which included 
a variety of governmental, port, and private 
business interests from the Ivory Coast, was a
visit to Pier 84, the centerpiece of PRPA’s cocoa-
handling operation. Pier 84 is operated by

Dependable
Distribution Services,
Inc. and its president, Harvey Weiner, 
graciously conducted a tour of the facility for 
the delegation and answered many questions
about Dependable’s operations. Mr. Weiner
capped off the delegation’s visit to Pier 84 
by presenting a crystal Hershey’s Kiss to
Madame Gbagbo (see cover photo). Hershey
Foods of Hershey, Pennsylvania is one of the
major end users of the world’s cocoa beans.

The May visit to the U.S. by Madame Gbagbo
and her official delegation was facilitated by 
Mr. Stanley L. Straughter of the firm of
Thompson, Cobb, Bazilio & Associates, PC, who
would be pleased to provide further information
about this important visit. Mr. Straughter can be
reached at (202) 778-3404. ■

PRPA Strengthens Its Foreign Relations
Ivory Coast Delegation Makes a Point of Visiting 
Port’s Cocoa Operation during U.S. Visit

PRPA Executive 
Director James T. McDermott,

Jr. receives an official gift 
from Her Excellency Madame

Simone Gbagbo, First Lady 
of the Ivory Coast, in PRPA’s

conference room on 
Friday, May 14.

Harvey Weiner, President of Dependable
Distribution Services, explains the 

Port’s cocoa-handling operations 
to Madame Gbagbo and her 

delegation inside Pier 84.

PRPA APPOINTS NEW DIRECTOR OF 
OPERATIONS… The Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority is pleased to announce that James
Walsh, most recently of Greenwich Terminals
LLC, has been hired as PRPA’s new Director of
Operations, effective immediately. Mr. Walsh
takes over from Carl M. Trovato, who retired as
PRPA’s Director of Operations on July 9, after
16 years of service. Jim’s first day in the office
was Monday, April 12, which enabled him to
work in conjunction with Carl Trovato for
almost three months prior to Carl’s retirement.

“I’m really glad to be here,” said Mr. Walsh.
“Prior to coming to PRPA, I worked at the
Packer Avenue Marine Terminal for a terminal
operator dedicated to making that facility the
busiest and most efficient marine terminal on
the East Coast. Now, in my new position at
PRPA, I can work toward making not only 
Packer Avenue, but all of PRPA’s facilities, the
best they can be. I’m truly looking forward to
being part of this great team. I also want to
thank Carl Trovato for showing me around the
facilities and sharing his knowledge and
expertise with me during his last months on the
job. He made my first months here much more
valuable and productive than they would have
been had I just hit the job cold.” 

Jim Walsh is a graduate of the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy, holding a Bachelor of
Science degree in Marine Transportation. He 
is also a Lieutenant in the U.S. Naval Reserve
and a licensed 3rd Mate in the U.S. Coast
Guard. Jim lives in Medford, New Jersey with
his wife Melissa and their new baby James.

PRPA’s new Director of Operations 
James Walsh.

PRPA WELCOMES NEW FTZ OPERATOR…
Now that all the paperwork and other technical
details have been addressed, PRPA is pleased
to officially welcome Aircraft Services
International, Inc. as the new operator of the
portion of Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) #35 dedi-
cated to the storage and delivery of jet fuel at
Philadelphia International Airport. Effective
since November 2003, ASI, Inc. is the new
manager and operator of the fueling system
infrastructure at the airport, under agreement
with the major air carriers there. ASI, Inc. is an
experienced airport fuel service company that
operates and maintains jet fuel storage and
delivery systems worldwide.
“People often forget that PRPA, through its FTZ
grantee status, strives to boost the regional
economy in many ways beyond our central
mission of overseeing our port facilities,” 
said PRPA Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr. “In this case, we’re happy that
we’ve successfully reached an agreement with 
ASI that will make it easier for the airlines to
purchase fuel produced right here in the
refineries of Philadelphia. Once again, our FTZ
program has enabled a local business to cut
costs and strengthen our regional economy.”
For more information about PRPA’s FTZ 
program, contact David Harvey in PRPA’s
Strategic Planning & Development Department
at (215) 426-2600.

The fueling system at Philadelphia
International Airport is now more efficient 
and economical, thanks to PRPA’s Foreign
Trade Zone Program.

TERMINAL OPERATOR HONORED… PRPA 
congratulates one of its longtime terminal
operators, Harvey Weiner, for being the 2004
recipient of the annual Scout Mariner Award,
given to a deserving individual every year by
the Cradle of Liberty Council of the Boy Scouts
of America. Hundreds of his industry 
colleagues turned out to witness Mr. Weiner
receive this prestigious award at the
Philadelphia waterfront Hyatt on Thursday,
May 27. Mr. Weiner is President of Dependable
Distribution Services, which operates 
PRPA’s Pier 84 cocoa-handling facility.
Congratulations, Harvey! You’re an undisputed

leader in both the business and civic arenas of
Philadelphia, and truly deserving of this honor.

ANOTHER LONGTIME PORT ALLY HONORED…
PRPA was also pleased to participate in the
16th Annual Spirit of the Port Award Luncheon
on Thursday, April 8, when longtime friend and
ally of the Port of Philadelphia James F. Young,
Esq. was honored as the 16th annual recipient
of the Seamen’s Church Institute’s prestigious
award. Mr. Young, a mainstay at the law firm 
of Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien & Frankell, LLP, has
effectively and often selflessly worked on the
Port’s behalf on countless occasions, and
PRPA was pleased to see him honored for 
all his hard work over the years.
Congratulations, Jim!

With the help of his extended family, Jim
Young displays his Spirit of the Port Award on
April 8.

PORT SAYS GOODBYE TO AN OLD FRIEND…
Due to the great affection the maritime 
community held for this fine gentleman, most
PortWatch readers are already aware of the
following bit of sad news, but we wanted to
nevertheless acknowledge it here: an era
ended on April 3 with the passing of Albert S.
Woodford, longtime Chief Engineer at the
Philadelphia Regional Port Authority and its
predecessor agency, the Philadelphia Port
Corporation. For 37 years, until his retirement in
January 2002, Al Woodford gave the port world
the benefit of his expertise, humanity, and good
humor. He will be greatly missed.

Chief Engineer Albert S. Woodford and PRPA
Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr.
during PRPA’s formative years in the early ‘90s.

(continued on page 12)
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The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s PortWatch is
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members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.
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Proponents of the Delaware River Main Channel
Deepening Project scored a major victory on
Friday, March 19 when an independent review
was released that once again supported the
economic benefits of the plan to deepen the
Delaware River’s main channel from 40 to 45
feet. Most notably, the economic reanalysis of
the project identified at least $24.2 million in
annual benefits, making the project a prudent
investment in the region’s maritime industry.

“This supplemental report by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers again underscores the 
economic viability of this project,” said James 
T. McDermott, Jr., Executive Director of the

Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority. “As we have said
time and time again, we must
modernize this river or else
suffer a disastrous decline in
river traffic.”

“It has been conclusively
demonstrated that dredged
materials from the Delaware
River are environmentally
benign,” said Brian Preski,
Chairman of the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority. “Now
we have yet another econom-
ic reanalysis of the project,
which clearly outlines the dol-
lars-and-cents benefits. The
question is, why are we still
debating this issue? We need
to deepen this channel now.”

Prior to this latest re-evaluation, a December
2002 report–itself a reanalysis–identified the
economic benefits of the $264 million project,
which was authorized by Congress in 1991.
However, after some concerns were raised
regarding the Corps’ data and assumptions, the
Corps agreed to again reanalyze some aspects
of the project. They engaged a panel of experts
for an independent review of the analysis and
results of the December 2002 report. That panel
has now found that the Corps’ overall benefits 
analysis for the majority of the cargoes and
commodities handled on the Delaware River 
to be sound, the Corps said.

The Delaware River needs to be deepened,
Preski said, as industries and shippers are
increasingly turning to larger vessels that draw
at least 42 feet of water. Moreover, he added,
ports to both the north and south are presently
deepening their channels or have plans to do so.
The Port of New York & New Jersey, for exam-
ple, is deepening its channel to 50 feet and at a
cost many times higher than the $264 million
cost of the Philadelphia project. 

“With a deeper channel and the economies 
of scale that will accompany the larger vessels
we’ll be able to service, ships will be able 
to carry more cargo on the Delaware River,”
Preski said. “This will lead to substantially 
more direct and indirect economic activity on
the waterfront.”

The Delaware River Port Authority, a bi-state
transportation and economic development
agency that frequently supports the efforts of
the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority and
other maritime agencies along the Delaware
River, is the non-federal local sponsor of the
project. Economic benefits of the project will
begin immediately upon its commencement: 
during the five years it will take to deepen the
channel, the project is expected to produce
1,600 jobs, $200 million in wages and $400 million
in revenues. Upon completion, the project is
expected to produce 1,300 new jobs and
increase cargo tonnage on the Delaware River
by up to 2.5 million tons annually.

A recent independent survey found that, by a
margin of more than three to one, residents in
the tri-state area support the project.

This latest report comes on the heels of another
piece of good news for the port community. In
early March, the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection concluded that
dredged materials from the Delaware River 
project can be an extraordinarily valuable 
and effective tool in mine reclamation. Filling
abandoned mines with material from the river
bed would prevent accidents, as well as halt 
the discharge of acidic water that has spoiled
more than 2,000 miles of streams in the state,
officials of the agency said. ■

Report Confirms Economic Benefits of
Deepening the Delaware River

With the Philadelphia city skyline in the background,
a cargo vessel approaches PRPA’s Tioga Marine

Terminal. The Delaware River needs to be dredged 
to 45 feet so the Port of Philadelphia may remain 

competitive with other U.S. ports, especially 
those up and down the U.S. East Coast.

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority is
happy to report that the agency’s Executive
Director, James T. McDermott, Jr., was honored
on Thursday, April 29 as the 2004 Man of the
Year by the Ports of Philadelphia Maritime
Society, a leading industry trade group in 
the region.

Mr. McDermott, 48, who in May marked 11 years
as head of the Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority, was presented the award at the
Maritime Society’s 69th annual banquet, held in
the famous “Ballroom at the Ben,” the historic
main gathering hall in center city Philadelphia’s
Benjamin Franklin Hotel.

“I’m extremely pleased that Jamie McDermott
has once again been formally recognized by 
his colleagues and numerous friends in the 
maritime industry,” said PRPA Chairman Brian
Preski, Esq. “Daily he guides this port with his
passion and knowledge, and it is gratifying that
the industry appreciates his efforts.” In June
2003, the Cradle of Liberty Council of the Boy
Scouts of America, on the recommendation of
the Philadelphia maritime community, named
Mr. McDermott the recipient of its annual Scout
Mariner Award. 

Mr. McDermott, who recently returned from
Cuba as part of a local delegation exploring
trade opportunities there (see story on page 2),
is a former assistant district attorney and two-

time candidate for Philadelphia City Council. He
joined PRPA as Chief Counsel in 1991 and short-
ly after that was promoted to Executive Director.

During his April 29 remarks, Mr. McDermott 
typically did not talk about himself, but rather
repeated his call for the start of the Delaware
Main Channel Deepening Project, a $264 million
project authorized by Congress in 1991 to deep-
en the existing 40-foot ship channel to 45 feet.
McDermott promised the audience he would
continue to fight in favor of the project, which
could take up to seven years to complete and
produce 1,600 jobs, $200 million in wages, and
$400 million in revenue.

“The channel needs to be deepened since 
shippers are increasingly turning to larger 
carriers that draw at least 42 feet of water,” 
said McDermott during his remarks. “Ports to
both the north and south of Philadelphia 
are presently deepening their channels or have
plans to do so. We must move forward or be 
left behind. Indeed, it is our responsibility to
move forward.”

Proponents of the project scored two major 
victories in March. On March 2, the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection concluded that materials dredged
from the Delaware River during the course of
the project can be an extraordinarily valuable
and effective tool in mine reclamation. On
March 19, an independent review commissioned
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers supported
the economic benefits of the project (see story
on page 3).

In his introduction, Capt. Michael J. Linton,
President of the Pilots Association for the Bay
and River Delaware, said that while Jamie
McDermott’s style and mannerisms are low key,
he has been one of the most effective port
administrators he has ever worked with. ■

McDermott Honored by Philadelphia
Maritime Society
Repeats Call to Deepen River’s Main Channel

At the dais following the 
official presentation of the 

Maritime Society’s 2004 Man 
of the Year Award are, from left 

to right, Captain Michael J. Linton,
President of the Pilots Association 

for the Bay & River Delaware;
PRPA Executive Director and 

2004 honoree James T. McDermott,
Jr.; John Gazzola of Moran 

Towing of Pennsylvania; the
Maritime Society’s Russ Larson;

and Uwe Schulz, President of
the Ports of the Delaware River

Marine Trade Association.
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PRPA Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr., Marketing Director
Sean E. Mahoney, and PRPA Board
Member Sal Candelaria joined
Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture
Dennis C. Wolff and twenty-two
Pennsylvania agricultural businesses
on an inaugural trade mission to Cuba
from April 18-22, 2004.

While in Cuba, Mr. McDermott–
on behalf of PRPA–signed a
Memorandum of Understanding 
with Alimport, the Cuban trade and
maritime agency. The Memorandum
of Understanding seeks to advance
“the utilization of PRPA marine facili-
ties for the movement of U.S.-licensed cargoes,
especially food, agricultural and forest products,
to Cuba.” This agreement makes Philadelphia
the only U.S. port and Pennsylvania the only
northeastern state with limited official commer-
cial ties to the Cuban government.

“This was an important trip for PRPA,” said Mr.
McDermott. “Since trade was legalized with

Cuba in 2000, U.S. 
companies have export-
ed more than $510 
million in agricultural
and pharmaceutical
products to that country.
At least $400 million in
exports are projected
for 2004. Pennsylvania,
one of this country’s
leading agricultural
states, should have 
a major role in this 
new and important 
trade lane.” 

PRPA Board Member Sal Candelaria, who is
also President of Local 1291 of the International
Longshoremen’s Association, echoed Mr.
McDermott’s sentiments. “This is a golden
opportunity for us,” Mr. Candelaria said. 
“We came in on the ground floor and are in a
great position to show the Cubans what we 
have to offer.”

A
high point of the trade
mission was a luncheon with Cuban President
Fidel Castro and the delegation, which extended
into an eight-hour discourse between the 
77-year-old Cuban President and the
Pennsylvania delegation. “This luncheon was a
great opportunity to exchange views,” said
PRPA Marketing Director Sean Mahoney. “It
forcefully reminded us that Cuba is a country of
12 million people located just 90 miles from our
shores. This is a potentially new and exciting
market for Pennsylvania products.”

PRPA officials are developing plans for 
accessing Cuban markets using steamship lines
currently calling the Port of Philadelphia. The
plans would involve trans-shipping Pennsylvania
cargoes via other Caribbean ports. ■

PRPA Joins Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture in 
Historic Trade Mission to Cuba

In Havana, Cuba on Monday, April 
19, PRPA formalized a Memorandum of

Understanding with Alimport, the official
Cuban port and trade agency, which will
facilitate the development of future trade
ties. Alimport President Pedro Alvarez ,

PRPA Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr. and PRPA Board 

member Sal Candelaria were among 
the principal signatories.

Mr. McDermott confers with
Cuban President Fidel Castro 

at an official luncheon 
during the trade mission.

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority welcomes
the three newest additions to the PRPA Board of
Directors (pictured from left to right): Herb
Vederman, Frank Gillen, and Sal Candelaria. Mr.
Vederman, a top aide to Pennsylvania Governor
Edward G. Rendell, was appointed to the Board on
April 5; Mr. Gillen, Teamsters Local 500 President
& Business Agent, was appointed on February 20;
and Mr. Candelaria, President of International
Longshoremen’s Association (ILA) Local 1291, was
appointed on April 5. Mr. Vederman and Mr.
Candelaria are direct appointments of Governor
Rendell, and Mr. Gillen was appointed by Governor
Rendell on the recommendation of the Delaware
County Council.

The Philadelphia
Regional 

Port Authority 
Board of Directors

Brian Preski, Esq. 
Chairman

Sal Candelaria

John Cuff

James W. Eastwood

Frank Gillen

Thomas J. Kelly

Charles N. Marshall

James E. McErlane,
Esq.

Michael A. Rashid

Herb Vederman

Jerry Volpe

A Special Message to PortWatch Readers involved in
Manufacturing, Importing and Exporting...

Grantee of Foreign Trade Zone #35
The Port of Philadelphia’s first-class facilities and services, coupled with our 
aggressive, proactive Foreign Trade Zone Program, could give your operation the 
edge it needs in today’s intensely competitive business environment. Find out now
about the many ways countless manufacturers, importers and exporters in our port
district have employed FTZ benefits to significantly improve their bottom line. It
doesn’t matter if you’re already operating in our region or just thinking about coming
here…it doesn’t matter whether or not waterborne transportation through the Port 
of Philadelphia is part of your logistics plan…either way you owe it to yourself to
investigate how FTZ General Purpose Zone or Sub-Zone status in our port district
can dramatically improve your business picture.

For more information about the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority’s FTZ 
program, as well as our other port services, contact David Harvey in PRPA’s 
Strategic Planning & Development Department at (215) 426-2600.

Philadelphia Regional Port Authority 
3460 N. Delaware Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19134
(215) 426-2600 • Fax: (215) 426-6800

Visit us at www.philaport.com
Managing Pennsylvania’s international seaport since 1990
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Vessel activity at and around the 
Tioga Marine Terminal on May 23

Port Makes Big Diplomatic Strides 
in Quest for New Business

Conducting Talks with 
Fidel Castro in April…

…and Hosting First Lady
of the Ivory Coast in May.

MILITARY UPDATE… Military activities at
the Port of Philadelphia continued into
spring with the return of the Military
Sealift Command LMSR vessels USNS
Seay and USNS Mendonca to their 
layberths at PRPA’s Tioga Marine Terminal
after delivering vehicles and other military
supplies to Iraq. The Seay arrived back in
Philadelphia on May 7 and the Mendonca
shortly thereafter. The Packer Avenue
Marine Terminal saw its share of military
activity with two more successful 
load-outs this past spring: the m/v Cape
Douglas took on military cargoes in late
May and the Fast Sealift Ship USNS

Denebola took on similar military supplies
June 4-6. In both cases, the cargoes
loaded were ultimately destined for the
U.S. effort in Iraq.

The USNS Denebola taking on military
cargoes at the Packer Avenue Marine
Terminal in June. Photo by Trish
Hoffman/US Navy

(continued from page 9)


