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The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority has
recently expanded its attractive Pennsylvania
Export Initiative (PEI) program, a program 
developed to increase Pennsylvania export
trade via the Port of Philadelphia. Exporters who 
follow the guidelines of this program will directly
receive an incentive in the amount of $50.00 
per container or $3.00 per metric ton for bulk
shipments. The following are the few simple
guidelines for participation in the program:

• Shippers must export a full container 
or their bulk cargo from a location 
within the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. The cargo must be
sourced or manufactured in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

• The cargo must be loaded on a 
vessel at a Philadelphia Regional 
Port Authority marine terminal.

• Shippers should submit a copy of 
the original Ocean Bill of Lading to 
the Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority within 14 days after the 
vessel’s sailing date.

• There is a $2,500 maximum incentive
per shipper per vessel voyage.

• No shipper may receive more than
$7,500 under this program within 
a fiscal year (July 1 to June 30).

Shippers meeting the preceding guidelines 
will receive an incentive of $50.00 (in U.S. 
dollars) per container load of cargo or $3.00 
(in U.S. dollars) per metric ton. This incentive
will be forwarded to the shipper in the form of 
a corporate check drawn on a U.S. bank.
Shippers interested in participating in this 
program should contact the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority’s Marketing Department
at (215) 426-2600.

“Our Pennsylvania Export Initiative program 
has been an excellent way to provide a little
extra incentive for a Pennsylvania manufacturer 
or shipper to sample PRPA’s facilities and 
services,” said PRPA Executive Director James
T. McDermott, Jr. “There have already been 
several examples of area businesses trying out
the Port of Philadelphia because of the incentive
program but staying on as regular customers
after their positive experiences with PRPA’s 
terminal operators, facilities, and efficient port
infrastructure.” ■

PRPA Reaches out to Area Shippers

Pennsylvania Export Initiative Provides
Another Great Reason to Export Regional
Goods through the Port of Philadelphia!

A loaded container vessel docked at PRPA’s Packer
Avenue Marine Terminal. PRPA’s Pennsylvania

Export Initiative (PEI) program makes sampling the
Port of Philadelphia’s efficient, cost-effective facilities

and services more economical than ever.

Following the retirement of Director of
Operations Carl Trovato in June, PRPA
employees faced another bittersweet
workday on Wednesday, July 28, when
the agency said goodbye to another
longtime employee: Administrator of
Fiscal Services Bruce Colucci. Bruce
retired from PRPA in July after more
than 14 years of service.

“This is a bittersweet day for us
because we’re happy for Bruce, who
now gets to spend more quality time
with his family, but we’re sad, too,
because Bruce did such a great job for us
over the years,” said PRPA Executive

Director James T.
McDermott, Jr.
during a luncheon
organized by
Bruce’s staff in 
the PRPA main
conference room
on July 28.

Bruce Colucci
joined PRPA during
the early days 
of its creation,
helping to craft 

budgetary
procedures
for the efficient
disbursement of
operating and capital funds. He quickly
became an effective liaison between the
PRPA Finance Department and the
Pennsylvania State Comptroller’s Office,
which oversees spending practices at state
agencies such as PRPA.

PRPA will miss you, Bruce, as you begin
your well-deserved retirement. We’re just
hoping that all the bills will still get paid! ■

Port Says Goodbye to Longtime 
Fiscal Services Head

Bruce cuts his retirement 
cake with the help of

Accounting Analyst Nancy
Sindo and Secretary/

Accounting Clerk Cheryl Eady.

Administrator of Fiscal Services Bruce
Colucci (at left) receives a framed print
of the Port of Philadelphia from PRPA

Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr. at his luncheon 

on Wednesday, July 28.

TELL US YOUR NEWS
The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s PortWatch is
produced quarterly by the

Authority’s Communications
Department, which invites
members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.

Angeles, with Maureen Ellis, AAPA’s Director of
Public Relations, providing support.

In addition to constant communications via
phone, e-mail, and video-conferencing, the
group physically meets three times annually: in
Washington D.C., every March during the AAPA
Spring Conference; during the AAPA Annual
Convention, held every September in a different

western hemisphere port; and every June at a
different host port. This year’s June meeting
was, for the first time, hosted by the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority.

For more information about the American
Association of Port Authorities and its many
active committees, check out AAPA’s excellent
Web site at www.aapa-ports.org. ■
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The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority was
privileged to host from June 15-18 the annual
mid-year meeting of the American Association
of Port Authorities (AAPA) Public Relations
Committee, a group of approximately forty port
industry public relations and governmental
affairs professionals who regularly meet to craft

effective
communi-
cations
strategies
for AAPA
member
ports, as
well as
develop 
initiatives
to advance
the inter-
ests of the
maritime
industry on
the national
level.

Approximately twenty core members of the 
committee made the trip to Philadelphia to 
discuss a variety of issues, including the devel-
opment of new and effective methods to 
communicate the importance of maritime 
industrial activity in a climate where other inter-
ests aggressively compete for valuable 
waterfront properties; ways to effectively work
with our leaders in Washington to address
increased security needs at our nation’s ports;
and new ways individual ports can more 
positively communicate and interact with their
respective communities. The committee also
underwent an intense day-long “crisis 
communications” training session on June 16,
aimed at helping port communications officials 
become more efficient, helpful and capable
spokespersons during times of crisis.

“With over 150 member ports, the American
Association of Port Authorities is the leading
maritime industry trade organization in the 
western hemisphere,” said Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority Director of
Communications and longtime P.R. Committee
member Joseph Menta. “And AAPA counts on

its many committees, including the Public
Relations Committee, to help chart the future
path of the organization. Regularly seeing first-
hand the excellent work my colleagues on the
P.R. Committee have produced over the years, 
I was very proud to finally get a chance to host
one of our meetings here in Philadelphia.”

Attending the meeting were representatives of
more than a dozen U.S. and Canadian ports,
including The Duluth Seaway Port Authority;
Florida’s Port Manatee; Port of Vancouver (USA);
Port of Vancouver (B.C.); Florida’s Canaveral Port
Authority; Texas’ Port of Corpus Christi; Florida’s
Port Everglades; California’s Port of Redwood
City; Florida’s Port of Palm Beach; the Fraser
River Port Authority (B.C.); the Port of Los

Angeles;
Louisiana’s St.
Bernard Port, Harbor & Terminal District; 
New Brunswick’s St. John Port Authority; the
Ports of Indiana; Washington State’s Port of
Tacoma; and, of course, the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority. 

The meeting was chaired by current Public
Relations Committee Chair Julia Nagano,
Director of Public Affairs at the Port of Los

PRPA Hosts Port Communicators
Port Public Relations Professionals Compare Strategies,
Techniques in Philadelphia

On Thursday, June 17, AAPA
Public Relations Committee

members hear from guest speaker
Robert Johnson, the U.S.

Department of Transportation’s
Director of Public Affairs.

Tuesday, June 22 marked a true end of an
era, when PRPA staff and scores of other
members of the Philadelphia maritime 
community gathered at Philadelphia’s
Chateau Caterers to give a proper goodbye
to their longtime friend and colleague 
Carl M. Trovato on the occasion of his 
well-deserved retirement. 

Retiring after 16 years of service, Carl
Trovato presided over scores of capital
improvement projects at the Port of
Philadelphia during his tenure as PRPA’s
Director of Operations, including a major
retrofit of Packer Avenue Marine Terminal,
the addition of new dry and refrigeration
space at Tioga Terminal, and numerous
improvements at PRPA’s finger piers. In a
contracted relationship with the Delaware
River Port Authority, Carl was also 
instrumental in the DRPA’s initiative to
establish a working cruise terminal at the
former Philadelphia Navy Base, now the
Philadelphia Naval Business Center. 

Carl enjoyed some good-natured ribbing
from his colleagues during his luncheon,

mostly involving his fabled aversion 
to brevity when addressing technical 
questions. “From a pure technical 
standpoint, Carl Trovato is one of the most
knowledgeable and intelligent maritime 
professionals on the Delaware River,” 
said PRPA Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr. during his luncheon
remarks. “But unfortunately I think there is
some truth to the story that Carl is the only
person who, when you ask him for the time,
tells you how to build a watch.”

In all seriousness, PRPA will truly miss
Carl’s expertise and good humor as he 
now moves into a less hectic phase of his
life, but we’re also glad to hear that he will
make himself available for a little advising
and consulting for the Philadelphia maritime
community, too. This will include his 
continued operational oversight work at 
the Philadelphia cruise terminal he was
central in getting up and running. 

Congratulations, Carl! We’ll miss you here
at PRPA. Enjoy your retirement and don’t
work too hard from here on out! ■

PRPA’s First Director of Operations 
Gets Festive Send-Off
Carl Trovato Retires after 16 Years at Operations Helm

Want to add a name 
or two to our PortWatch

mailing list?

Contact PRPA’s
Communications

Department at 
(215) 426-2600. PRPA’s Carl Trovato enjoys some banter with the audience and some genuine appreciation 

from them at his retirement luncheon on Tuesday, June 22 at Philadelphia’s Chateau Caterers.

No trip to Philadelphia would be complete without
a cheesesteak, so PRPA saw to it that the AAPA
Public Relations Committee got a taste of Pat’s

Steaks in South Philadelphia following a port tour
on Friday, June 18, the closing day of the four-day

gathering. Also pictured are PRPA’s Community
Affairs Liaison Tummona Fisher (standing, far

left) and PRPA Senior Marketing Representative
Dominic O’Brien (second seated figure from the

right), both of whom volunteered their time to
educate committee members about the Port of

Philadelphia during their time here.
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Cargo statistics recently compiled by PRPA’s
Strategic Planning Department indicate that
cargo levels for the first half of 2004 exceeded
by more than 7% cargo levels during the first
half of 2003. The overall increase was buoyed by
a big increase in containers handled, as well as
dramatic improvements with several breakbulk
cargoes. Here are highlights of PRPA’s cargo

statistics for the first half of 2004: 

With 87,462 TEUs handled during the 
first half of 2004 compared to the 70,926
TEUs handled during the first half of 2003,
container handling saw a 23% increase
over the earlier period. TEU stands for
twenty-foot equivalent unit, with one TEU
equaling one twenty-foot container. A 
forty-foot container is equal to two TEUs.

97,010 metric tons of cocoa beans were
handled in January to June 2004, a 
115% increase compared to the same 
period last year.

Several other cargoes showed big gains in
January-June 2004 as compared to the
year-ago period. In particular, project cargo
(8,233 metric tons YTD to June), finished
wood products (47,281 metric tons YTD to

June), military cargoes (34,636 metric tons 
YTD to June), and pulp (15,544 metric tons YTD
to June) all experienced dramatic increases
compared to the first half of 2003.

Steel (355,695 metric tons), fruit (143,601 metric
tons), & paper (356,922 metric tons) also
remained strong.

With all breakbulk cargoes calculated together,
PRPA’s facilities handled 1,072,922 metric tons of
breakbulk cargoes in January-June 2004, a 1%
increase over the 1,063,639 metric tons handled
during the first half of 2003.

With PRPA’s 87,462 TEU year-to-date-to-June
container figure converted into a total metric
tonnage figure of 690,192 metric tons and added
to the total breakbulk tonnage figure described
above, PRPA’s total tonnage for the first half of
2004 was 1,973,209 metric tons of total import
and export cargo handled, compared to the
1,837,512 metric tons of total cargo handled 
during the first half of 2003, a 7.38% increase.

This publication will report on cargo tonnage for
the entire calendar year of 2004 as soon as the
figures become available in early 2005. ■

Port’s 2004 Cargo Figures Running 
Well Ahead of 2003 Figures

Along with terminal operator Penn
Warehousing & Distribution, Inc.
and terminal stevedore J.H.
Stevedoring Company, Inc., PRPA
had the happy duty on Tuesday,
July 13 of welcoming the latest
newly-built Wagenborg Shipping
B.V. vessel to the Port of
Philadelphia: the m/v Oranjeborg.
Wagenborg Shipping is a leading
customer of the Piers 78/80 Forest
Products Handling Center, and the
m/v Oranjeborg will now join the
busy rotation of Wagenborg 
vessels that regularly deliver fine
coated paper, lumber, and other
forest products to the facility.

This is the second time in less than a year
that Wagenborg Shipping has added a newly-
built vessel to its Port of Philadelphia rotation.
In October 2003, the Port welcomed the
Wagenborg vessel m/v Prisenborg to the
Piers 78/80 facility for the first time.

Wagenborg Shipping B.V. makes several 
vessel calls per month at Piers 78/80.
Wagenborg’s primary cargo is fine coated
paper products, transported to Philadelphia 
in huge rolls that are ultimately mounted 
onto the nation’s printing presses for the 
production of fine quality magazines and 

catalogs. Piers 78/80 is 
a primary U.S. port of
entry for these fine
coated paper products,
which originate in
Finland and Sweden.
Lumber from Sweden 
is also a regular cargo
aboard Wagenborg 
vessels.

“Wagenborg
Shipping, Penn
Warehousing & Distribution, J.H. Stevedoring,
and PRPA have formed a truly great partner-
ship, and this new vessel calling our port is
the latest result of that partnership,” said
PRPA Director of Marketing Sean E. Mahoney
during an official welcoming ceremony on 
the bridge of the Oranjeborg on July 13. 
“As our friends at Wagenborg once again
demonstrate their confidence and trust in 
the Port of Philadelphia by assigning this
magnificent new vessel to its Philadelphia
rotation, all of us here at the Port are certainly
going to do all we can to keep this partner-
ship strong for many years to come.” ■

Forest Products Center 
Welcomes Another New Vessel
New Oranjeborg Joins Rotation at Piers 78/80

PRPA’s new cranes just after arriving at the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal on Tuesday, October 28.

Cocoa beans, seen here being
discharged at PRPA’s Pier 84,

showed big gains during the
first half of this year compared

to the first half of 2003.

The m/v Oranjeborg at 
Pier 80 on July 13.

To commemorate the maiden voyage of the m/v
Oranjeborg to the Port of Philadelphia, officials of

Wagenborg Shipping B.V. display a print of the Port 
of Philadelphia presented to them on the bridge of the
vessel on Tuesday, July 13. Pictured from left to right

are Hans Kroon, Chartering Manager, Wagenborg
Shipping North America, Inc.; Sean E. Mahoney,

PRPA Director of Marketing; Eric Wagenborg,
Managing Director of Stevedoring, Wagenborg
Shipping, B.V.; Captain Menno van de Groen,

Master of the m/v Oranjeborg; and Jaap 
Teekman, Director of Chartering,

Wagenborg Shipping B.V.

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
(PRPA) is an independent agency of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania charged
with the management, maintenance, mar-
keting, and promotion of publicly owned
port facilities along the Delaware River
in Philadelphia, as well as strategic
planning throughout the port district.
PRPA works with its terminal operators
to modernize, expand, and improve its
facilities, and to market those facilities
to prospective port users. Port cargoes
and the activities they generate are
responsible for thousands of direct and
indirect jobs in the Philadelphia area 
and throughout Pennsylvania.

PRPA Senior Staff
Members of the PRPA senior staff can be reached at the Authority’s main telephone number, which is 
(215) 426-2600. PRPA’s administrative offices are located in the Port of Philadelphia Administration 
Building, 2nd floor, 3460 N. Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134.
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Director of Marketing
William B. McLaughlin III
Director of Governmental &
Public Affairs
Joseph P. Menta, Jr.
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Ronald E. Mikalaitis
Director of Maintenance
Joseph F. Petruzzi
Director of MIS
Donna Powell
Director of Procurement
James Walsh
Director of Operations
Nicholas Walsh
Director of Strategic Planning
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Approximately twenty core members of the 
committee made the trip to Philadelphia to 
discuss a variety of issues, including the devel-
opment of new and effective methods to 
communicate the importance of maritime 
industrial activity in a climate where other inter-
ests aggressively compete for valuable 
waterfront properties; ways to effectively work
with our leaders in Washington to address
increased security needs at our nation’s ports;
and new ways individual ports can more 
positively communicate and interact with their
respective communities. The committee also
underwent an intense day-long “crisis 
communications” training session on June 16,
aimed at helping port communications officials 
become more efficient, helpful and capable
spokespersons during times of crisis.

“With over 150 member ports, the American
Association of Port Authorities is the leading
maritime industry trade organization in the 
western hemisphere,” said Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority Director of
Communications and longtime P.R. Committee
member Joseph Menta. “And AAPA counts on

its many committees, including the Public
Relations Committee, to help chart the future
path of the organization. Regularly seeing first-
hand the excellent work my colleagues on the
P.R. Committee have produced over the years, 
I was very proud to finally get a chance to host
one of our meetings here in Philadelphia.”

Attending the meeting were representatives of
more than a dozen U.S. and Canadian ports,
including The Duluth Seaway Port Authority;
Florida’s Port Manatee; Port of Vancouver (USA);
Port of Vancouver (B.C.); Florida’s Canaveral Port
Authority; Texas’ Port of Corpus Christi; Florida’s
Port Everglades; California’s Port of Redwood
City; Florida’s Port of Palm Beach; the Fraser
River Port Authority (B.C.); the Port of Los

Angeles;
Louisiana’s St.
Bernard Port, Harbor & Terminal District; 
New Brunswick’s St. John Port Authority; the
Ports of Indiana; Washington State’s Port of
Tacoma; and, of course, the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority. 

The meeting was chaired by current Public
Relations Committee Chair Julia Nagano,
Director of Public Affairs at the Port of Los

PRPA Hosts Port Communicators
Port Public Relations Professionals Compare Strategies,
Techniques in Philadelphia

On Thursday, June 17, AAPA
Public Relations Committee

members hear from guest speaker
Robert Johnson, the U.S.

Department of Transportation’s
Director of Public Affairs.

Tuesday, June 22 marked a true end of an
era, when PRPA staff and scores of other
members of the Philadelphia maritime 
community gathered at Philadelphia’s
Chateau Caterers to give a proper goodbye
to their longtime friend and colleague 
Carl M. Trovato on the occasion of his 
well-deserved retirement. 

Retiring after 16 years of service, Carl
Trovato presided over scores of capital
improvement projects at the Port of
Philadelphia during his tenure as PRPA’s
Director of Operations, including a major
retrofit of Packer Avenue Marine Terminal,
the addition of new dry and refrigeration
space at Tioga Terminal, and numerous
improvements at PRPA’s finger piers. In a
contracted relationship with the Delaware
River Port Authority, Carl was also 
instrumental in the DRPA’s initiative to
establish a working cruise terminal at the
former Philadelphia Navy Base, now the
Philadelphia Naval Business Center. 

Carl enjoyed some good-natured ribbing
from his colleagues during his luncheon,

mostly involving his fabled aversion 
to brevity when addressing technical 
questions. “From a pure technical 
standpoint, Carl Trovato is one of the most
knowledgeable and intelligent maritime 
professionals on the Delaware River,” 
said PRPA Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr. during his luncheon
remarks. “But unfortunately I think there is
some truth to the story that Carl is the only
person who, when you ask him for the time,
tells you how to build a watch.”

In all seriousness, PRPA will truly miss
Carl’s expertise and good humor as he 
now moves into a less hectic phase of his
life, but we’re also glad to hear that he will
make himself available for a little advising
and consulting for the Philadelphia maritime
community, too. This will include his 
continued operational oversight work at 
the Philadelphia cruise terminal he was
central in getting up and running. 

Congratulations, Carl! We’ll miss you here
at PRPA. Enjoy your retirement and don’t
work too hard from here on out! ■

PRPA’s First Director of Operations 
Gets Festive Send-Off
Carl Trovato Retires after 16 Years at Operations Helm

Want to add a name 
or two to our PortWatch

mailing list?

Contact PRPA’s
Communications

Department at 
(215) 426-2600. PRPA’s Carl Trovato enjoys some banter with the audience and some genuine appreciation 

from them at his retirement luncheon on Tuesday, June 22 at Philadelphia’s Chateau Caterers.

No trip to Philadelphia would be complete without
a cheesesteak, so PRPA saw to it that the AAPA
Public Relations Committee got a taste of Pat’s

Steaks in South Philadelphia following a port tour
on Friday, June 18, the closing day of the four-day

gathering. Also pictured are PRPA’s Community
Affairs Liaison Tummona Fisher (standing, far

left) and PRPA Senior Marketing Representative
Dominic O’Brien (second seated figure from the

right), both of whom volunteered their time to
educate committee members about the Port of

Philadelphia during their time here.



1 16

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority has
recently expanded its attractive Pennsylvania
Export Initiative (PEI) program, a program 
developed to increase Pennsylvania export
trade via the Port of Philadelphia. Exporters who 
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Pennsylvania. The cargo must be
sourced or manufactured in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

• The cargo must be loaded on a 
vessel at a Philadelphia Regional 
Port Authority marine terminal.

• Shippers should submit a copy of 
the original Ocean Bill of Lading to 
the Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority within 14 days after the 
vessel’s sailing date.

• There is a $2,500 maximum incentive
per shipper per vessel voyage.

• No shipper may receive more than
$7,500 under this program within 
a fiscal year (July 1 to June 30).

Shippers meeting the preceding guidelines 
will receive an incentive of $50.00 (in U.S. 
dollars) per container load of cargo or $3.00 
(in U.S. dollars) per metric ton. This incentive
will be forwarded to the shipper in the form of 
a corporate check drawn on a U.S. bank.
Shippers interested in participating in this 
program should contact the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority’s Marketing Department
at (215) 426-2600.

“Our Pennsylvania Export Initiative program 
has been an excellent way to provide a little
extra incentive for a Pennsylvania manufacturer 
or shipper to sample PRPA’s facilities and 
services,” said PRPA Executive Director James
T. McDermott, Jr. “There have already been 
several examples of area businesses trying out
the Port of Philadelphia because of the incentive
program but staying on as regular customers
after their positive experiences with PRPA’s 
terminal operators, facilities, and efficient port
infrastructure.” ■

PRPA Reaches out to Area Shippers

Pennsylvania Export Initiative Provides
Another Great Reason to Export Regional
Goods through the Port of Philadelphia!

A loaded container vessel docked at PRPA’s Packer
Avenue Marine Terminal. PRPA’s Pennsylvania

Export Initiative (PEI) program makes sampling the
Port of Philadelphia’s efficient, cost-effective facilities

and services more economical than ever.

Following the retirement of Director of
Operations Carl Trovato in June, PRPA
employees faced another bittersweet
workday on Wednesday, July 28, when
the agency said goodbye to another
longtime employee: Administrator of
Fiscal Services Bruce Colucci. Bruce
retired from PRPA in July after more
than 14 years of service.

“This is a bittersweet day for us
because we’re happy for Bruce, who
now gets to spend more quality time
with his family, but we’re sad, too,
because Bruce did such a great job for us
over the years,” said PRPA Executive

Director James T.
McDermott, Jr.
during a luncheon
organized by
Bruce’s staff in 
the PRPA main
conference room
on July 28.

Bruce Colucci
joined PRPA during
the early days 
of its creation,
helping to craft 

budgetary
procedures
for the efficient
disbursement of
operating and capital funds. He quickly
became an effective liaison between the
PRPA Finance Department and the
Pennsylvania State Comptroller’s Office,
which oversees spending practices at state
agencies such as PRPA.

PRPA will miss you, Bruce, as you begin
your well-deserved retirement. We’re just
hoping that all the bills will still get paid! ■

Port Says Goodbye to Longtime 
Fiscal Services Head

Bruce cuts his retirement 
cake with the help of

Accounting Analyst Nancy
Sindo and Secretary/

Accounting Clerk Cheryl Eady.

Administrator of Fiscal Services Bruce
Colucci (at left) receives a framed print
of the Port of Philadelphia from PRPA

Executive Director James T.
McDermott, Jr. at his luncheon 

on Wednesday, July 28.

TELL US YOUR NEWS
The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s PortWatch is
produced quarterly by the

Authority’s Communications
Department, which invites
members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.

Angeles, with Maureen Ellis, AAPA’s Director of
Public Relations, providing support.

In addition to constant communications via
phone, e-mail, and video-conferencing, the
group physically meets three times annually: in
Washington D.C., every March during the AAPA
Spring Conference; during the AAPA Annual
Convention, held every September in a different

western hemisphere port; and every June at a
different host port. This year’s June meeting
was, for the first time, hosted by the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority.

For more information about the American
Association of Port Authorities and its many
active committees, check out AAPA’s excellent
Web site at www.aapa-ports.org. ■
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The Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority participated in a meeting on
Thursday, July 29 to officially meet
Lieutenant Colonel Robert Ruch, who
on July 16 assumed command of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Philadelphia District. The meeting was
hosted by the Maritime Exchange for
the Delaware River and Bay, a trade
organization representing over 200
maritime-related businesses in the 
tri-state region.

The purpose of the meeting was to
officially introduce Lt. Col. Ruch to the
maritime community and to discuss
issues of common importance.
Representing PRPA at the meeting were PRPA
Board Member and ILA Local 1291 President Sal
Candelaria; Director of Governmental & Public
Affairs William B. McLaughlin III; Deputy
Director of Governmental & Public Affairs Robert
Cummings; and Project Engineer Lisa Magee.
Also in attendance were representatives of the
South Jersey Port Corporation, Port of
Wilmington, the Delaware River Port Authority,
and various port labor unions. Pennsylvania
State Representative William Keller, a longtime
advocate of the Port of Philadelphia, also
attended.

During the course of the meeting, it soon
became very clear–much to the pleasure of all
in attendance–that Lieutenant Colonel Ruch
sees as one of the first priorities of his new
command the commencement of the Delaware
River Channel Deepening Project. The project,
which was authorized by Congress in 1991 but 

has since
faced several 
hurdles on the road to an official start, aims to
deepen the Delaware River’s main channel from
40 to 45 feet. 

Though they’re frequently competitors while
conducting day-to-day business along the
Delaware River, the various agencies attending
the meeting once again expressed solidarity in
their strong desire to finally get the project
underway, and all were glad to see they had a
strong advocate in Lt. Col. Ruch.

PRPA congratulates Lt. Col. Ruch on his new
command at the Army Corps, and looks forward
to assisting him in his efforts to finally make a
deeper Delaware River a reality.

Related: PRPA chairman Brian Preski, Esq.
recently gave a strongly worded speech on 
the channel deepening issue to the Board 
of Directors of the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce. See the article on 
page 2 of this issue. ■

PRPA Welcomes Another Ally in the Fight to
Dredge the Delaware River
New Army Corps Head Eager to Get Channel Deepening
Project Underway

PRPA Project Engineer 
Lisa Magee discusses PRPA’s 

proposed Southport project during
the July 29 meeting with Lt. Col.
Ruch. The Southport project will

significantly expand Philadelphia’s
working waterfront to the south,

with an added benefit being 
that the project aims to utilize 

significant amounts of dredged
material from the Delaware River
Channel Deepening Project during

the course of its construction.

While this publication primarily promotes the
facilities and services of the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority, we are very aware that
the excellent support services provided by the
Philadelphia maritime community at large is the
other critical ingredient that makes Philadelphia
a world-class port.

Some of these support services are large 
multi-service companies with dozens of 
employees and some are little more than 
“mom-and-pop” shops that do one or two 
things exceedingly well. And a great many 
companies here at the Port of Philadelphia are
somewhere between those two poles: smaller
companies staffed with sharp professionals,
companies that day in and day out make a real
difference at the Port. One of those companies
is Fasy Seaways, Inc.

Fasy Seaways, Inc. (FSI) is a full-service ship
agent devoted to providing top-notch maritime
service to its principals. FSI services its clients
throughout the entire maritime process: 
nomination, arrival, port activity, sailing, and
final disbursements, with all tasks performed in
a professional, timely manner.

“We like to think of ourselves as a kind of 
boutique agency,” said President & CEO James
J. Fasy, who established Fasy Seaways, Inc. in
1996 after working for more than 20 years in the
ship agency business. “By that we mean that
we really strive to provide personalized service
in a business that is often run by the numbers.”

FSI’s experienced staff has an in-depth 
knowledge of current national and international
regulations, enabling it to provide owners, 
charterers, and operators with detailed and
accurate information on every aspect of a port
call. Fasy Seaways’ regular client list includes

tankers, bulk carriers, specialized bulk carriers,
ro/ro vessels, refrigerated vessels, and cruise
ships. “Our up-to-date contacts with port 
officials, government agencies, and all manner
of suppliers means that we’re able to efficiently
and correctly attend to all our client vessels’
needs and in the shortest possible turnaround
time,” said Mr. Fasy. “That’s very important to
us: to do it right and to do it fast.”

Fasy Seaways, Inc. makes it easy for clients to
navigate the modern, ever-changing world 
of maritime commerce. FSI can help with all
issues relating to arrival/departure, cargo and
berth destination, piloting, tug operations,
anchoring, mooring, vessel clearance, 
stevedoring services, and navigating the 
latest regulations of the Coast Guard, USDA,
Immigration, and Customs.

In addition, FSI is able to provide truly 
personalized service because of its enthusiasm
and capability to provide services outside the
traditional scope of many ship agencies.
“Shipping is a complicated, intense business,
and when a vessel comes into port, it often
needs more than just the usual services a ship
agent provides. That’s why we’re there to 
provide those extra services. For example, we
regularly coordinate and oversee vessel repairs,
tank and bilge cleaning, underwater inspection,
procurement and delivery of spare parts, deck
services, surveys, dry dock coordination, and a
variety of other tasks.”

PRPA experienced firsthand the efficiency of
Fasy Seaways, Inc. in late 2003, when the Port
was preparing for the arrival of the two U.S.
Navy LMSR supply vessels that were going to
make Tioga Marine Terminal their new home
between Naval assignments. FSI provided

The Port of Philadelphia’s Support Services

This Issue: Fasy Seaways, Inc.

James. J. Fasy, President and
CEO, Fasy Seaways, Inc.

PRPA Director of Governmental & Public Affairs
William B. McLaughlin III, PRPA Board Member

Sal Candelaria, Lieutenant Colonel Robert J.
Ruch, and Pennsylvania State Representative

William Keller on Thursday, July 29.
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PRPA is very pleased to announce that
President Bush, in an August 3 ceremony
at the White House, signed legislation
implementing the U.S.-Australia Free
Trade Agreement, an agreement long
sought by the Port of Philadelphia and
numerous U.S. businesses involved in
international trade. 

Previously, U.S. Trade Representative
Robert B. Zoellick and Australian Minister
of Trade Mark Vaile signed the agreement
on May 18 after more than a year of nego-
tiations. Easy passage by both houses of
Congress followed shortly thereafter in
July. With strong support for the agree-
ment in the Australian Parliament as well,
President Bush’s signature was seen as a final
major step in enacting the landmark agreement.

As Australia has been a major trading partner
with the Port of Philadelphia for more than 20
years, the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
has long been a strong proponent of the new
agreement. Working with such allies as the
Australia/New Zealand Chamber of Commerce
and the staff of the Australian Embassy in
Washington, D.C., PRPA has tirelessly touted the
benefits of free trade between
the two great economies of
Australia and the United States.
The U.S.-Australia Free Trade
Agreement will generate billions
of dollars of increased trade
between the two countries 
with more than 99 percent of
manufactured goods becoming
duty-free immediately. The
removal of trade barriers in
other key areas is another
immediate benefit.

“This is great news for the Port
of Philadelphia, but also for the
overall economies of these two
great countries,” said PRPA
Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr. 
“In years past, PRPA’s trading relationship with
Australia has always been healthy and growing,
limited only by quotas and other trade restric-
tions that often put the brakes on our ultimate
potential. Now, with the lifting of these barriers,
truly great things are on the horizon.”

The Port of Philadelphia is a major handler of
numerous cargoes from Australia, particularly
high-quality frozen beef that regularly arrives at

PRPA’s Packer
Avenue Marine
Terminal. In January 2003,
trade between the Port of Philadelphia and
Australia/New Zealand was significantly
enhanced when worldwide carrier P&O
Nedlloyd made Philadelphia a central port of 
call in its Around the World service. Also, the

Port of Philadelphia has been
an official Partner Port with
Australia’s busy Port of
Melbourne since 2002.

“We are proud of this state-of-
the-art agreement,” said U.S.
Trade Representative Zoellick
back in May. “In addition to
freeing trade in industrial
goods, the new Free Trade
Agreement removes barriers 
to agricultural products, 
investment, government 
procurement, and services
while increasing protection 
for intellectual property and
freeing electronic commerce.”
On the cargo front, the agree-

ment will benefit Australian agricultural and
industrial products entering the United States,
and U.S. export cargoes destined for Australia.

At the August 3 signing ceremony, President
Bush called the agreement “a milestone in the
history of our alliance.” If, as expected, a quick
ratification takes place in the Australian
Parliament, the U.S.-Australia Free Trade
Agreement will take effect January 1, 2005. ■

DID YOU  
KNOW…?

• Since the beginning
of the new century,
the United States has
completed free trade
agreements with
Chile, Jordan,
Singapore,
Guatemala, El
Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Costa
Rica, Australia,
Morocco, the
Dominican Republic,
and Bahrain.

• The U.S. is currently
negotiating free trade
agreements with
Panama, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru,
Thailand, and with
the five nations of the
Southern African
Customs Union
(SACU): Botswana,
South Africa, Lesotho,
Swaziland, and
Nambia.

expert coordination between PRPA, the Navy’s
Military Sealift Command, and the numerous
vendors involved with getting the new multi-

million dollar layberth at
Tioga up and running.

“Jim was instrumental in
working out a lot of the
marine and operational
issues related to the arrival
of the LMSRs to their new
Philadelphia layberth,” said
PRPA Director of Finance &
Capital Funding Edward G.
Henderson. “It significantly
raised our comfort level,
having him out there on our
behalf.” 

Mr. Fasy recalls the LMSR
assignment as a particularly
busy and interesting one.
“It was a great challenge,
seeing to it that everything
ran smoothly,” he said. “But
we thrive on that sort of
thing. We had a great expe-
rience with the LMSR proj-
ect, helping PRPA to

address the big details and the small ones, the
high-profile tasks like coordinating security 
for the vessels and making sure water and 
electrical hook-ups were done correctly, to the
less glamorous tasks like seeing to it that the
vessels’ trash got picked up on time and the
crew received their mail in a timely manner. 
It’s all important.” 

In the end, Jim Fasy and his staff have the 
maritime industry in their blood and look forward
to doing this type of work for many years to
come. “My own father worked for Independent
Pier Company here in Philadelphia, and it was 
a no-brainer for me to follow in his footsteps. 
I did this type of work for twenty years before
starting my own company in 1996, and I’m 
very proud that in my own small way I can help
the Port of Philadelphia maintain its stature 
and aggressively address the challenges of 
the future.”

Fasy Seaways, Inc. is located at 419 S. 2nd
Street, Suite 200, Philadelphia, PA 19147. If
you’re interested in speaking to Jim Fasy, give
him a call at (215) 925-4054 or send him an 
e-mail at jimfasy@fasyseaways.com. For more
information about Fasy Seaways, Inc. visit
www.fasyseaways.com. ■

Fasy Seaways, Inc. helped
PRPA prepare for the arrival 
of the two U.S. Navy LMSR

vessels that are now berthed at
the Tioga Marine Terminal.

PRPA participated in a morning-long security summit
meeting on Tuesday, July 27, hosted by Keith Martin,
Director of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s
Department of Homeland Security, and Pennsylvania
State Senator Michael Stack. Topics included port security
operational and funding issues and Pennsylvania
Homeland Security’s new public awareness campaign
“Homeland security is everyone’s responsibility.” In the
photo, Director Martin displays one of his office’s new
public awareness ads. To Director Martin’s left are PRPA
Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr. and PRPA
staff, and to Mr. Martin’s right are Senator Stack and
representatives of the U.S. Coast Guard and the
Pennsylvania office of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

The U.S.-Australia Free Trade Agreement 
is expected to bring about significantly

increased cargo activity between the two
countries at the Port of Philadelphia.

Excerpt from President Bush’s
August 3 remarks on free trade
between the U.S. and Australia:

“The total annual two-way trade
in American and Australian
goods and services stands at $28
billion. Australia is America’s
10th largest export market. Our
trade with Australia is important
to every American. It is vital to
our economy. The U.S.-Australia 
Free Trade Agreement is a 
recognition of that importance
and a commitment by both our
nations to work in partnership
for common prosperity.”

United States and Australia Enact 
Free Trade Agreement
Port’s Trade with Australia Will Significantly Benefit 
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emphasizing the proposed Southport project, an
integral part of PRPA’s strategic plan that aims
to be the first major expansion of Pennsylvania’s
international seaport facilities in 35 years. The
Southport Project would develop for maritime-
industrial purposes a 47-acre area directly south
of the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal and Walt
Whitman Bridge.

“That land is currently 15 feet below the flood
plain, and once we get it to flood plain, we can
put businesses and warehouses there, and 
create the kind of economic development 
energy that will ripple throughout the port 
community,” he said.

Most interestingly,
Chairman Preski said,
millions of cubic yards
of the materials 
collected during the
channel deepening
project will directly aid
the Southport effort by
filling in the areas
between Piers 122 &
124, as well as a 
parcel at the east end
of the Philadelphia
Naval shipyard.

“Southport is a perfect
example of how we’re
attempting to deal with
the issue of dredged material,” said Chairman
Preski. “For years, New Jersey has told us that
it doesn’t want to be our dumping ground. Now
we’re able to handle our fair share.”

Furthermore, he told the Chamber Board, nearly
seven million cubic yards of sand dredged from
the Delaware River will be used to restore
beaches in New Jersey and Delaware, thus 
saving millions of dollars in restoration fees.

“That’s an interesting fact about the Delaware
River that I never knew,” he said. “The
Delaware River is not a mud-bottom river;
there’s sand under there. So when you dig up
that material, the Army Corps tells us that it’s
good enough to replenish the beaches, and it’s
good enough for mine reclamation.”

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection concluded in March that filling 
abandoned mines with materials gathered from
the deepening project would prevent accidents
and halt the discharge of acidic water that 
has spoiled more than 2000 miles of streams 
in the state.

Furthermore, the Environmental Impact
Statement associated with the project has been
approved at both the federal and state levels,
with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and the states
of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware 
all agreeing that the project can be safely
undertaken.

Most importantly, Chairman Preski told the
Chamber Board the project has been 
repeatedly proven economically viable. In
March, an independent review authorized by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers identified $24.2

million in annual 
benefits for the region
once the channel is
deepened.

“Once we get down to
45 feet,” he said, we’ll
see an increase of 2.5
million tons of cargo
and 1,300 more jobs.
And these are not 
low-paying jobs. The
Port of Philadelphia
employs 51,000 people
in good, family-
sustaining jobs with 
an average salary of
$43,000.”

Chairman Preski 
concluded his talk by noting that the nearby Port
of New York & New Jersey is aggressively 
moving ahead to deepen its own channel to 50
feet. “That’s another reason why we have to 
get this river dredged,” he said. “We have
tremendous competition from both the north 
and south of us. They’re not resting on their 
laurels and we can’t afford to, either.” 

Chairman Preski left the Chamber Board and 
the assembled gathering of regional business
leaders with the following thought: “And you
can all do your part, too. Frankly, I’d like to see
all your businesses take a fresh look at us. Stop
shipping through New York and let your own
port fulfill your shipping needs. We need all
Philadelphia companies and all Pennsylvania
companies to use our port. Our best day is when
we have a fully-loaded ship come in, discharge
it quickly, and then send it right back out 
completely filled with Pennsylvania goods 
going out to the world. That’s when the port
community works best.” ■

As pointed out by Chairman Preski in his 
speech, PRPA’s Southport Project, seen here in 
a graphic rendering, aims to be the first major 

expansion of the Port of Philadelphia in more than 
a generation, and will make significant use of

dredged materials from the Delaware River Channel
Deepening Project during its construction.

The Philadelphia
Regional 

Port Authority 
Board of Directors

Brian Preski, Esq. 
Chairman

Sal Candelaria

John Cuff

James W. Eastwood

Frank Gillen

Thomas J. Kelly

Charles N. Marshall

James E. McErlane,
Esq.

Michael A. Rashid

Herb Vederman

Jerry Volpe

Philadelphia may be known as the City of Brotherly Love, but at the Port of
Philadelphia, we know our perishable shippers would much rather have a chilly reception than
a warm one. Chilly as in cold. Cold as in cold storage. 

And when it comes to cold storage, we have the facilities and expertise to handle your
valuable perishables.

Our Tioga Marine Terminal, Pier 82, and Packer Avenue Marine Terminal
together provide over 500,000 square feet of on-dock refrigerated storage space (located 
along more than 9,600 linear feet of berthing space) as well as 600 reefer plugs. And more
refrigerated capacity is on the way.

We’re proud that our modern, computer-controlled refrigeration – coupled with
Philadelphia’s 30-plus years of experience in handling your sensitive refrigerated cargoes and a
transportation infrastructure second to none – continues to make the Port of Philadelphia the
natural partner for shippers of fine refrigerated and frozen perishables from around the world.

Call us today to speak with one of our helpful marketing representatives. Give us the
opportunity to treat your cargoes as cold as they deserve.

3460 N. Delaware Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19134  • (215) 426-2600

w w w. p h i l a p o r t . c o m
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In a strong and unprecedented speech before
the Board of Directors of the Greater
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, Brian
Preski, Esq., Chairman of the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority,
reiterated his pledge to
deepen the main channel
of the Delaware River to
45 feet and asked for the
support of the 6,000-
member business group.

Chairman Preski was
invited by former
Pennsylvania Governor
Mark S. Schweiker, now
the Chamber’s President
and CEO, to address 
the Chamber Board’s
quarterly meeting on
Thursday, June 17 in the
“Ballroom at the
Bellevue” in center city Philadelphia.

“I am here today
to tell you that the
Philadelphia
Regional Port
Authority is going
to start an effort
on this project like
you’ve never
seen,” said
Chairman Preski,
an attorney and
Chief of Staff to
Pennsylvania
House Speaker
John M. Perzel.

“We talk about dredging all the time, but now is
the time to get this project underway, and I need
your help. I need to know that everywhere I go
and everything I do with regard to this project
that I can say that the Philadelphia Chamber is
behind me.”

The Delaware River Main Channel Deepening
Project was authorized by Congress and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers in 1991. It calls for

deepening the existing 40-foot main shipping
channel to 45 feet. The Delaware River’s main
channel extends 102.5 miles from the mouth of
the Delaware River to the Port of Philadelphia.

As described by Chairman
Preski, shipping channels 
all over the world are being
deepened to accommodate
today’s new vessels that
require deeper drafts. The
Delaware River project 
is estimated to cost $264
million and should take
about five years to 
complete. The cost and
project duration are
extremely modest compared
to deepening projects in
other ports, where costs
can exceed $1 billion and
completion time can be

more than a decade. Though the Delaware
River’s main channel is regularly dredged to
maintain its 40-foot depth, the last time the river
was deepened was 1942. Without dredging, the
natural depth of the Delaware River is 17 feet.

Chairman Preski, who was named to the PRPA
Board of Directors by then Governor Schweiker
in February of 2002 and then elevated to
Chairman in October of the same year, gave a
detailed overview of the Port of Philadelphia 
and its major areas of business, including the
significance of the Port’s designation as a
Strategic Military Seaport by the Department of
Defense in October 2002. Strategic Military
Seaport designation is assigned to those U.S.
seaports that the Department of Defense intends
to utilize for the rapid movement of military
equipment and personnel overseas in times of
crisis and for military exercises.

“We are one of only 14 ports in the nation to
earn this prestigious designation,” he said.
“And, of course, it takes on a very special 
significance considering the events in Iraq.”

Chairman Preski went on to brief the Chamber
Board on PRPA’s plans on the commercial front,

Chairman Preski Pushes Channel Deepening
Project before Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors
In a Forceful Speech, He Asks Business Group for Support

“I am here today 
to tell you that the

Philadelphia Regional
Port Authority is going

to start an effort 
on this project like
you’ve never seen.”

Brian Preski, Esq.
Chairman

Philadelphia Regional 
Port Authority

Pausing for a photograph 
during the June 17 meeting 
of the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce are,

from left to right, William R.
Sasso, Esq., Chairman of the

Greater Philadelphia Chamber
of Commerce Board of

Directors; Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority

Chairman Brian Preski, Esq.;
and Mark S. Schweiker,

President and CEO of the
Greater Philadelphia 

Chamber of Commerce.

A Day to Focus on Safety

Safety at Sea Was the Order of the Day, 
Thanks to Moran Towing 

PRPA and the port community 
commend Moran Towing of
Pennsylvania for making all of us pay
a little more attention to safety on
Tuesday, August 10. On that day,
Moran Towing sponsored its first
annual “Safety Muster,” a day of
demonstrations of the latest safety
techniques and safety equipment.

Among the simulations, discussions,
and re-enactments, Moran Towing
employees demonstrated the 
various pieces of safety equipment
aboard Moran tugs, including fire
extinguishers and immersion suits,

and U.S. Coast Guard personnel 
discussed survival-at-sea techniques
if a person is in the water for extend-
ed periods. The event took place at
Moran Towing’s headquarters at the
Philadelphia Naval Business Center.

Despite the fact that the Safety
Muster was scheduled during the
dog days of August when many mar-
itime industry employees take their
vacations or are otherwise reluctant
to venture out of their air-conditioned
offices, the event nevertheless drew
a large crowd of participants, who all
stayed to enjoy a picnic lunch and

some quality networking following
the morning of demonstrations.

“It was a great event, and I’m glad I
was there,” said PRPA Director of
Communications Joseph Menta. 
“The safety at sea simulations were
extremely fascinating, and there was
also a lot of practical information for
people like me who mostly stay on
dry land. For example, onlookers
learned about which types of fire
extinguishers should be used on
which types of fires. It was a useful,
informative day, and I’m looking 
forward to next year’s event.”

A sampling of the many safety and survival demonstrations that took place on August 10, and (in the
final photo) three port leaders who were among the participants: Captain Michael J. Linton,
President of the Pilots Association for the Bay & River Delaware; Captain Jon Sarubbi, the U.S.
Coast Guard’s Captain of the Port for the Port of Philadelphia; and John Gazzola, Division Vice
President & General Manager of Moran Towing of Pennsylvania. Moran Towing was the host and
sponsor of the day’s events.
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The newly-built Wagenborg Shipping
vessel Oranjeborg discharging rolls of

paper during its maiden call at the
Port of Philadelphia’s Forest Products

Center on July 13. Full story on page 9.

A Port Moving Forward
As more vessels and increased 
tonnage brighten the Port of
Philadelphia’s immediate future, 
some key new alliances and 
developments aim to secure 
the Port in the long term. 

Be sure to check out the Fall issue of
PortWatch, which will contain a
Spotlight feature on longtime Port of
Philadelphia freight forwarder Paul
Bellack, Inc. Here’s a preview:

Paul Bellack, Inc., international freight
forwarder, customs house broker and
logistics provider, marked 30 years of
business this past spring. Founded in
1974, Paul Bellack, Inc. is a second-
generation Philadelphia company
with agents in over sixty countries.
Bellack provides a comprehensive

array of cargo-handling services to
importers and exporters using the Port
of Philadelphia. The company’s main
office is located in Philadelphia’s 
Old City/Society Hill area, and its
warehousing and export packing
operation, which specializes in 
project cargo, is located in Bensalem,
Pennsylvania.

For more on Paul Bellack, Inc., as 
well as the latest on what’s happening
at PRPA and throughout the
Philadelphia maritime community, 
look for the Fall 2004 issue of
PortWatch, coming in November!

Upcoming in PortWatch…

The offices of Paul Bellack, Inc. are
located in Philadelphia's historic

Society Hill neighborhood, only blocks
from the Delaware River.


