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Working in association with the World Trade
Association of Philadelphia, the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority conducted a Foreign
Trade Zone (FTZ) seminar for area businesses on
Wednesday, October 20. The free three-hour
seminar, held at Philadelphia’s Society Hill
Sheraton, centered on how acquiring FTZ status
can confer notable and often dramatic benefits

to many types of
businesses in our
region. As the
federally desig-
nated grantee of
Foreign Trade
Zone #35, PRPA
has the ability to
grant General
Purpose or
Subzone FTZ sta-
tus to businesses
here, regardless
of whether they
utilize the Port of
Philadelphia.

“Acquiring Foreign Trade Zone Status essentially
means that your operation, or a part of it, is 
considered outside the territory and commerce
of the United States, even though that operation
is physically located right here in Pennsylvania”
said David Harvey, Project Coordinator in PRPA’s

Strategic Planning Department and moderator 
of the October 20 event. “That means, for 
example, that if your company imports three or
four components from abroad that are ultimately
assembled to make a finished product, your
company only pays a duty on the finished 
product, not on the individual components as
they arrive in the U.S. That could be a huge 
savings, and it’s only one of the ways FTZ status
can benefit a business.”

The main speaker at the seminar was Randy
Campbell, past president of the National
Association of Foreign Trade Zones and now 
a leading consultant on the issue. Over the
course of about an hour and a half, Mr. Campbell 
outlined all the benefits of FTZ status to the
approximately 50 attendees. He was followed 
by a panel of regional port industry personnel
who further discussed topics touched on by Mr.
Campbell, including the FTZ application process
and case studies that illustrated innovative 
uses of the program.

Area businesses interested in learning more
about the Foreign Trade Zone program can visit
www.philaport.com or call PRPA’s David Harvey
at (215) 426-2600. PRPA and the World Trade
Association of Philadelphia plan to make the 
FTZ seminar an annual event. ■

Helping Area Businesses Realize Their Potential

PRPA Conducts First Annual 
Foreign Trade Zone Seminar

PRPA’s David Harvey 
(at podium) introduces 

Foreign Trade Zone expert 
Randy Campbell (seated next 

to him) at PRPA’s Foreign 
Trade Zone Seminar on October 20.

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
(PRPA) is an independent agency of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania charged
with the management, maintenance, mar-
keting, and promotion of publicly owned
port facilities along the Delaware River
in Philadelphia, as well as strategic
planning throughout the port district.
PRPA works with its terminal operators
to modernize, expand, and improve its
facilities, and to market those facilities
to prospective port users. Port cargoes
and the activities they generate are
responsible for thousands of direct and
indirect jobs in the Philadelphia area 
and throughout Pennsylvania.

PRPA Senior Staff
Members of the PRPA senior staff can be reached at the Authority’s main telephone number, which is 
(215) 426-2600. PRPA’s administrative offices are located in the Port of Philadelphia Administration 
Building, 2nd floor, 3460 N. Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134.

James T. McDermott, Jr.
Executive Director
Robert C. Blackburn
Deputy Executive Director
Theresa Buck
Director of Insurance
David A. Dambly
Director of Real Estate
Edward G. Henderson
Director of Finance & 
Capital Funding

Donna Houston
Director of Human Resources
Gregory V. Iannarelli, Esq.
Chief Counsel
Charles J. Lawrence
Director of Engineering
Sean E. Mahoney
Director of Marketing
William B. McLaughlin III
Director of Governmental &
Public Affairs
Joseph P. Menta, Jr.
Director of Communications

Ronald E. Mikalaitis
Director of Maintenance
Joseph F. Petruzzi
Director of MIS
Donna Powell
Director of Procurement
James Walsh
Director of Operations
Nicholas Walsh
Director of Strategic Planning

It’s no secret that the Philadelphia Regional
Port Authority’s many cargoes put people to
work, generate substantial business and tax rev-
enues, and fuel the engine of economic growth
in the Philadelphia region. But did you know
that these cargoes are also the source of a variety
of interesting and intriguing facts? Here’s a
sampling, based on three PRPA cargoes that in
one form or another ultimately end up on your
kitchen table or in your lunchbox: meat, fruit,
and cocoa beans!

• For more than twenty years, the Port of
Philadelphia has been a major handler of
high-quality frozen beef from Australia.

Why do so many fast food
outlets and other food man-
ufacturers here value this
special product? Because
Australian beef is especially
lean with a much lower fat
content than domestic beef.
For example, fast food out-
lets like McDonald’s and
Burger King routinely mix
ground Australian beef into
their supplies of fattier
domestic beef, resulting in a

hamburger that is much leaner and healthier
than burgers made simply from domestic beef.
See, and you thought that the fast food folks
didn’t look out for your health!

• Of course, for a really lean fast food burger,
you’ll need to buy a plane ticket to Australia.
There, the popular “McOz” burger is com-
posed of 100% Australian beef, topped with
cheese, tomato, beetroot, lettuce, and cooked
onions, all inside a toasted bun. The burger
was created by Australian McDonald’s 
restaurant owners and became a permanent
McDonald’s menu item Down Under after a
successful promotional period in 1998.

• America’s dual love affairs with cars and burg-
ers combined in the post-World War II era
with the creation of drive-up and drive-thru

hamburger stands. By 1948 it was 
a common activity for “carhops” to serve
patrons who wanted to pull up to a roadside
“burger joint” and order food from their cars.
It was Harry Snyder of Baldwin Park,
California who took this idea one step further:
he developed the idea of a drive-thru ham-
burger stand where customers could place their
order using a two-way speaker box. Mr. Snyder
opened the first drive-thru hamburger stand in
California and named it “In-N-Out Burger.”
Today, In-N-Out remains privately owned and
has 148 stores in three states.

• The average American consumes about 
150 pounds of beef every year! 60% of all
sandwiches eaten in the United States 
are hamburgers.

• By the way, did you ever wonder why this 
particular American delicacy is called a 
hamburger even though there is no ham it?
Because the first hamburgers were made in
Hamburg, Germany!

• Hamburgers remain the number #1 food
choice among
U.S. restaurant
patrons. On
any given day,
one out of five
restaurant
patrons will
order a burger.
That amounts
to over 5 
billion burgers
served in this
country 
annually.

• The number of hamburgers McDonald’s 
alone has served since it has been in business
amounts to 12 times the world’s total 
population. That’s a dozen burgers for every
person on the planet.

It’s Not All about Tonnage Statistics

Port Cargoes Generate Jobs, Fuel Economic
Growth… and Are a Rich Source of 
Fascinating Facts!

Boxes of frozen meat from Australia shortly
after arriving at the Port of Philadelphia…

…where this high-quality cargo will 
ultimately become products like pizza 

toppings or tasty, juicy burgers like this one!

Continued on page 11: Cargo Facts
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At the 73rd Annual Banquet
of the World Trade
Association of Philadelphia,
held on Wednesday,
September 22 at The
Cescaphe Ballroom in
Philadelphia’s Northern
Liberties section, longtime
port user Stora Enso North
America was honored by
the Philadelphia port 
community for its support
and use of the Port of
Philadelphia, especially

PRPA’s Forest Products Distribution Center
at Piers 78/80.

“Stora Enso has been importing paper 
from Northern Europe into the Port of
Philadelphia since the 1970s and is one of
this port’s greatest friends and supporters,”
said John Brown, Jr., President of Penn
Warehousing & Distribution, Inc., the opera-
tor of PRPA’s Forest Products Distribution
Center. “This is a serious company, which
has been in business for hundreds of years,
and they us pay us a very big compliment

with their continued confidence in our facil-
ities and services year in and year out.”

Mr. Brown then presented the World Trade
Association’s Annual Special Recognition
Award to Mr. Kari Lundell, Vice President of
Logistics at Stora Enso North America.

PRPA congratulates Stora Enso and Mr. Kari
Lundell for their support over the years and
assures them that the efficient movement
and storage of their vital forest products
cargoes will continue to be major priorities
at the Port of Philadelphia. ■

Port Community Gathers to Honor Longtime
Friend & Supporter Stora Enso North America

Following the award ceremony, the officers of the
World Trade Association of Philadelphia enjoy 

some camaraderie that evening.

has the land capacity for expansion,” Mr.
McLaughlin said. “Traffic congestion and other
problems abound in other ports—especially at
the Port of New York and New Jersey— and this
presents us with a unique opportunity, and we
think we can capitalize on that opportunity by
expansion.”

In addition to Mr. McLaughlin, the featured
speakers at the State of the Port Luncheon were
former New Jersey State
Senator John J.
Matheussen, who is current-
ly Chief Executive Officer of
the Delaware River Port
Authority (DRPA); Joseph
Balzano, Executive Director
of the South Jersey Port
Corporation; and Charles
Isdell, Director of Aviation for
the City of Philadelphia.

In addition to being a region-
al transportation authority,
the DRPA is a regional eco-
nomic development authority.
Mr. Matheussen spoke about
the potential expansion of
the PATCO Hi-Speed Line
into West Philadelphia, the
importance of the RiverLink
ferry line between
Philadelphia and Camden,
and the expanding cruise
line industry in the city.

Mr. Balzano detailed improvements at his South
Jersey Port Corporation facilities and noted that,
between Philadelphia and Camden, the ports of
the Delaware River are the largest importers of
cocoa beans in the United States.

Philadelphia International Airport has an $8-plus
billion impact on the region’s economy, Mr. Isdell
said. The economic viability of U.S. Airways is a
major concern for the airport, he said, as 80 per-

cent of international passenger
traffic there is dominated by the
airline. Mr. Isdell concluded with
upbeat news, noting the positive
impact Southwest Airlines has
had on the airport.

The speakers at the October 15
State of the Port Luncheon were
introduced by Manuel N.
Stamatakis, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the World
Trade Center of Greater
Philadelphia. “International
trade is a vital and indisputable
part of our local economy,” he
said. “Ultimately, there is no
room for isolationism in today’s
world.”

Joanna Savvides, president of
the World Trade Center of
Greater Philadelphia, greeted
the luncheon guests and made 
introductory remarks. ■

PRPA Chairman Brian Preski, Esq. was
pleased to host a luncheon on Thursday,
October 28 to honor the Port of Philadelphia’s
busy terminal operators and some of the Port’s
key allies in state government. Pictured here
following lunch that day are Harvey Weiner,
President of Dependable Distribution
Services; Pennsylvania State Representative
William Keller; Pennsylvania State Senator
and Speaker of the House John Perzel; John
Brown, Jr., President of Penn Warehousing &
Distribution Company; Tom Holt, Sr. of The
Holt Group; Dennis Latina of Delaware
River Stevedores, Inc.; and Chairman Preski.

Mr. Kari Lundell of Stora Enso
North America displays the Special

Recognition Award his company
received on the evening of

September 22. Pictured from left to
right: Robert C. Blackburn,

Deputy Executive Director of the
Philadelphia Regional Port

Authority; Mr. Lundell; and John
Brown, Jr., President of Penn
Warehousing & Distribution

Company, Inc.

PRPA is sad to
announce the passing
of longtime employee
Romualdo Ucciferri on

September 30, 2004
after a long illness. 

A port employee since
1977, Mr. Ucciferri

worked in the 
Maintenance 

and Engineering
departments, and 

routinely won awards
for exemplary 

attendance. He will 
be greatly missed 
by his friends and 

colleagues at PRPA.

• The United States is the largest consumer of
beef in the world.

• The Port of Philadelphia is also enjoying a
developing beef business with the South
American nations of Argentina and Uruguay.
Like the beef from Australia and New
Zealand, meat from Argentina and Uruguay is
noted for its leanness and overall high quality.

• McDonald’s Corporation introduced its
“spokesclown” Ronald McDonald in 1963.
According to a private census survey, he is 
currently second only to Santa Clause as the
most recognizable icon in the world. Before
that, the number two position was occupied
for several decades by Disney’s Mickey Mouse.

• Over 300,000 tons of fruit arrive at PRPA’s
marine terminals every year, originating in

many countries including Argentina, Brazil,
Chile, Costa Rica, Honduras, South Africa,
Spain, and Venezuela. Major cargoes here
include grapes, melons, nectarines, peaches,
plums, kiwis, mangoes, blueberries, and pears.

• Philadelphia’s reputation as a great restaurant
town is in large part responsible for the Port 
of Philadelphia being the leading U.S. port 
for the handling of imported fruit. More than
thirty years ago, Philadelphia restaurants 
wanted access to fresh fruit year round to serve
their patrons, creating a market for imported
fruit in the winter months when U.S. product
was unavailable. The business started small on
the Philadelphia docks with a few ships and a
few importers, basically just to serve that niche
market of demanding restaurant owners and
chefs who wanted fresh fruit when it was

Continued from page 5: State of the Port

Continued from page 7: Cargo Facts

Continued on page 14: Cargo Facts

PRPA’s Director of Governmental
& Public Affairs William B.

McLaughlin III gives an update on
port initiatives to over 

200 members of the Philadelphia
maritime and trade community 

on October 15.
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that about. So, we need to gain alternate land 
to replace this acreage previously used for 
maritime industrial activity.”

The PRPA has asked PIDC to consider ceding
“comparable acreage” at another location, said
Mr. McLaughlin. “This would be extraordinarily
helpful with our expansion plans,” he said.

Mr. McLaughlin then gave a detailed account of
the much anticipated Southport expansion 
project, the first such expansion of public port
property in over 50 years. Southport would be a
key beneficiary of new lands granted to PRPA by
PIDC. In fact, the Southport project was initially

developed after PRPA
reached an agreement
with the City of
Philadelphia and local
railroad interests to
grant other waterfront
lands to PRPA in
response to PRPA not
objecting to various
commercial/non-
maritime development in
the port district.

PRPA envisions the
Southport project as the

cornerstone to future development and 
expansion of cargo operations along the
Delaware River.

To accomplish Southport, PRPA is in the midst of
acquiring property south of the Walt 
Whitman Bridge, including Piers 122 and 124 and
some adjacent properties behind them, Mr.
McLaughlin said, as a result of the previously
mentioned agreement with the City of
Philadelphia and the railroads. In addition, with
help from State Representative William F. Keller
and the administration of Pennsylvania Governor
Edward G. Rendell, Parcel 9A at the former
Philadelphia Navy Yard was ceded to the PRPA
and will play a significant role in the Southport
expansion.

Furthermore, Mr. McLaughlin said, if PIDC will
cede to the PRPA additional property near
Parcel 9A that was once used for military 
housing, “it will give us a very impressive
amount of land for expansion.”

There are potentially three areas of significant
benefit to PRPA and the overall Philadelphia
maritime community should Southport become 
a reality: commercial expansion, military 

expansion, and the establishment of distribution
centers, Mr. McLaughlin reported.

“Southport opens up the possibility of the
Department of Defense investing in these 
facilities, enhancing the movement of military
cargo here, which will ultimately enhance 
the movement of commercial cargo,” said 
Mr. McLaughlin.

“And most logistics experts say that distribution
centers are the key to successful ports of 
the 21st century. We were very encouraged 
when PIDC presented its plan for the former
Philadelphia Navy Yard that included a zone for
distribution centers,” he said.

The creation of Southport could have a dramatic
impact on another long-standing project at the
Port of Philadelphia: the Delaware River Main
Channel Deepening Project. As the maritime
community is well aware, PRPA wants to deep-
en the shipping channel from 40 to 45 feet to
better accommodate today’s larger vessels.

The project, which has federal approval, is
“indispensable to the future of the Port,” said
Mr. McLaughlin. More than 23,000 port and 
port-related jobs, and hundreds of millions of
dollars in business revenue could be realized as
a result of deepening the channel. 

Undertaking the Southport expansion, he said,
would require up to 6 million cubic yards of
dredged material to bring the land up to flood
plain and fill in the spaces between the obsolete
finger piers there. 

“This demonstrates very clearly the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s willingness 
to take its fair share of dredged materials,” 
Mr. McLaughlin said. “All three states–
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware–have
to bear a part of the burden. With Southport,
we’re proposing to accept a very significant
amount of dredged disposal material for a very,
very positive purpose.”

Mr. McLaughlin reported “some very 
encouraging movement” between the states 
on the signing of the Project Cooperation
Agreement required for the dredging project 
to move forward.

Mr. McLaughlin concluded his Southport 
discussion by reiterating the importance of port
expansion and reminding the audience that the
port community shouldn’t take lightly this port’s
very ability to expand. “The Port of Philadelphia
is one of the few East Coast ports that actually

PRPA hopes to turn this 
parcel of land at the former
Philadelphia Navy Base, as 
well as additional adjacent 

land, into its new Southport 
terminal. It also supports the

establishment of regional 
distribution centers at the site.

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority is once
again pleased to give a successful and longtime
port-related business an opportunity to share
with PortWatch readers a little bit about its
operations. This time we are proud to shine our
Spotlight feature on international freight 
forwarder, customs house broker, and logistics
provider Paul Bellack, Inc. We invited the
organization, which recently celebrated its 
30th year of operation, to
provide an overview of its
business and philosophy.
We’re happy to present it
to you here.

Paul Bellack, Inc. was
founded in 1974 on the
principle that all shippers,
whether large global 
companies or the small
occasional shipper,
deserve the highest level
of personalized service.
We treat each and every
shipment as if it were our
own, with the utmost care
and attention. After all, 
we know that it’s our 
personal connection to our
customers that has earned
us their loyalty, lasting friendship, and referrals.
We sincerely believe it is the people in our
organization that make the difference, and we
are pleased to say that many of our employees
have been with us for over 15 years.

A polite and attentive person will always answer
your call to any of our offices. Our commitment
to you is to offer the best possible personalized
service while utilizing the most recent techno-
logical advances to facilitate the movement of
your cargo.

With the dominance of import cargo activity at
the Port of Philadelphia, we’re pleased to report
that our seasoned professionals are well versed
in the handling of all types of imports. From
shiploads of steel to fine cashmere shawls to
food and pharmaceutical products, we can
ensure a smooth U.S. Customs entry process.
But our import services don’t end once your
shipment is Customs-released. We maintain

close contact with the air-
lines, piers, and truckers to
confirm that your shipment
is picked up and delivered
when you want it and
where you want it.

We are fully automated
and ABI-certified 
customhouse brokers with
direct online privileges
with U.S. Customs, FDA,
EPA, and other govern-
ment agencies. This allows
us to receive “paperless”
releases whenever 
possible, ensuring 
prompt release of your
shipment … often before
the vessel arrives!

We know exports, too. With the dominance of
the global economy concept, exports no longer
just originate from one traditional location, but
from a variety of them–subsidiaries, sub-
contractors, remote suppliers, etc.–and are
forwarded to their often equally varied 
destinations. Paul Bellack, Inc. has both the
expertise and vast network of foreign partners
to handle such transactions. 

The complexity of global freight forwarding is
greatly simplified for exporters in our region
when they let us handle all the details. Exporters

The Port of Philadelphia’s Support Services

This Issue: Paul Bellack, Inc.

President and CEO Cynthia
Bellack continues the tradition
started by her father, Paul
Bellack, more than 30 years ago.

“Paul Bellack’s success begins with our
loyal, dedicated and friendly staff. As we

celebrate our 30th anniversary in
Philadelphia, I am pleased to say that many
of our customers have been with us since

our beginning and value the highly person-
alized, professional services we offer. As the

Port of Philadelphia continues to grow, 
our customers appreciate the “hands-on”
attention they still receive at the Port and

the dependable one-on-one customer 
service we provide. In today’s world, with
everything becoming automated, it takes

going those extra steps to ensure that each
shipment runs smoothly and the customer 
is happy. It is all about good relationships
and customer service. That is what keeps
business coming back to Philadelphia.”

Cynthia Bellack
President & CEO
Paul Bellack, Inc.

The Philadelphia office of
Paul Bellack, Inc. is located in a
historically certified building in

the city’s Olde City neighborhood.

TELL US YOUR NEWS
The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s PortWatch is
produced quarterly by the

Authority’s Communications
Department, which invites
members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.

Continued on page 11: State of the Port
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A number of significant developments
could have a dramatically positive
impact on the Philadelphia port commu-
nity and the landscape where it does
business, said PRPA’s Director of
Governmental & Public Affairs William
B. McLaughlin at a high-profile port
event this past October.

Mr. McLaughlin made his remarks on
Friday, October 15 to an overflowing
audience at the 3rd Annual State of the
Port Address & Luncheon at the Hyatt
Hotel at Penn’s Landing. The event was
sponsored by the World Trade Center of
Greater Philadelphia, a trade development
group. Mr. McLaughlin was substituting for
James T. McDermott, Jr., PRPA’s Executive
Director, who was called away on business 
at the last minute and couldn’t make the 
report himself.

“We believe the future of the Port of
Philadelphia lies in expansion,” said Mr.
McLaughlin, who, accompanied by a detailed
PowerPoint presentation, gave an upbeat
assessment of the Port.

Mr. McLaughlin started by giving a brief history
of PRPA, which was established in 1989 and now
owns seven marine cargo facilities in the city of
Philadelphia.

“Our regional responsibility also extends into
Bucks and Delaware counties,” Mr. McLaughlin
said. “Here in Philadelphia, we own our facilities
and lease them to private terminal operators.
We provide maintenance, marketing and other
services for these operators.”

PRPA owns 4 million square feet of warehouse
space, 600,000 square feet of refrigerated space,
and 28 designated berths, Mr. McLaughlin
reported to the assemblage. Last year, over 500
merchant ships passed through PRPA facilities
with 160,000 containers and 3.8 million tons of
diverse cargo, he said, noting that those num-
bers were all up considerably from the previous
year.

In addition, the Port of Philadelphia is one of just
14 Strategic Military Seaports in the nation,
which has resulted in a significant increase in 

activity
at the
Packer
Avenue
Marine Terminal,
as well as raising the
possibility of future development and investment
by the Department of Defense here.

Regarding the proposed relocation of the
Philadelphia Food Distribution Center from South
Philadelphia to the heart of the port district, Mr.
McLaughlin acknowledged the importance of
keeping this facility in Philadelphia.

“We have been in long-term discussions with
the state and the Philadelphia Industrial
Development Corporation (PIDC) over the relo-
cation of this very important facility,” he said.
“We recognize the importance of this issue in
terms of jobs and are very glad that the Port can
play such a central role in keeping this network
of food distribution warehouses in Philadelphia.”

The proposed new location of the food distribu-
tion center is the 67-acre Pier 98 Annex site
owned by PRPA and located at the intersection
of Delaware and Oregon Avenues. Pier 98 Annex
was the former site of an automobile
import/export business and is now a temporary
staging area for military cargoes moving out of
the adjacent Packer Avenue Marine Terminal.

“Now, while we’re happy about the produce
center looking to re-establish itself at Pier 98
Annex,” Mr. McLaughlin said, “we’re going to be
surrendering key waterfront property to bring

need not contact a forwarding agent
overseas or rely on their suppliers to 
provide one. They can comfortably call on
us to handle all the arrangements.

In fact, we’ll even pack your shipment up
for you! Our latest addition, a state-of-
the-art export packing and warehouse
facility conveniently located just off
Interstate 95 in Bensalem, Pennsylvania,
is already one of the most respected
packing operations in the region. We’re
now strategically located to meet all the
demands of the port community for all
shipments going in or out of any East
Coast port or airport. This new location 
is ideal for our customers who rely on
“just in time” shipping. We offer export
packaging; general warehousing; 
container stripping, stuffing, and blocking;
distributions; consolidations; and sort,

pick, and ship services.

Our Bensalem warehouse is equipped with
three bridge cranes which enable us to safely
and expertly crate the heaviest pieces of
machinery. Drive-in doors allow for easy, 
open-top container and flat bed loading. We
specialize in heavy machinery project shipping
and have extensive experience in vacuum 
packing and protective rust coatings. No 
shipment is too small, too large, or too unusual
for us to handle, and that especially applies to
packing it. After all, why pay your suppliers 
to do your export packing? Their job is to 

manufacture, not build crates. Let our experi-
enced professionals customize a crate that will
protect your cargo during rough overseas 
handling while at the same time save you
money. Just need packing, warehousing, or 
container stripping services? We welcome other
forwarders to use our facilities … rest assured
that your secret is safe with us!

In the end, it comes down to this: we know
logistics. With our fully staffed offices in
Philadelphia, Bensalem, Baltimore, and Miami,
and our global alliances in over sixty countries,
Paul Bellack, Inc. can handle all of your ship-
ping needs. We thank the Philadelphia Regional
Port Authority for letting us tell you about 
our business, a business that’s very proud to 
be such an integral part of the Philadelphia 
maritime industrial community.

To learn more about Paul Bellack, Inc., visit
www.paulbellack.com or call the firm’s
Philadelphia office at (215) 923-7570. ■

Bellack’s packing and 
warehousing facility in

Bensalem, Pennsylvania.

Paul Bellack, Inc. will pack and ship 
anything, no matter the size!

PRPA Looks to the Future

Port of Philadelphia Outlines Challenges and
Opportunities of 2005

PRPA’s Chief Counsel Gregory V.
Iannarelli, Esq. and Project Engineer 
Lisa Magee were two of the hundreds 

of port professionals attending the 
annual State-of-the-Port event.

The Philadelphia
Regional 

Port Authority 
Board of Directors

Brian Preski, Esq. 
Chairman

Sal Candelaria

John Cuff

James W. Eastwood

Frank Gillen

Thomas J. Kelly

Charles N. Marshall

James E. McErlane,
Esq.

Michael A. Rashid

Herb Vederman

Jerry Volpe

PRPA participated in a meeting and luncheon for three ambassadors and several trade 
officials from Africa on Thursday, September 30. The gathering was held at Philadelphia’s
International House in University City and was co-hosted by International House and the
Philadelphia Museum of Art. The event honored the Ambassadors of Nigeria, Zimbabwe, and
Liberia, who traveled to Philadelphia to help officially open a major exhibition of African art
at the museum. PRPA and port terminal operator Dependable Distribution Services were
pleased to support the event, as the Port of Philadelphia is a major trading partner with
Africa, regularly handling cocoa beans from several African nations. Pictured here is the 
official delegation from Africa on September 30, along with PRPA’s Community Affairs
Liaison Tummoma K. Fisher (front row, second from left). The exhibition “African
Art/African Voices” is now open to the public at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.
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cargoes now moving regularly
over Philadelphia’s docks.

“These guys are amazing, and
our military agrees with me,”
said Mr. McDermott on
October 5. “Our labor force,
who basically handled the
same types of containerized
and palletized cargoes year in
and year out, immediately
embraced and learned the
techniques to handle multi-
million dollar helicopters, fuel
carriers, Paladin Howitzers and other
sensitive and expensive pieces of mili-
tary equipment. Our hats are off to
them, because without them this oper-
ation simply wouldn’t work.” While Mr.
McDermott and various military offi-
cials conducted their news conference
on October 5, port labor was busy
loading military cargoes aboard the
1st Lt. Baldomero Lopez, the second of
the four vessels taking on cargo that

week at the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal.

During his October 5 remarks, Mr. McDermott
also thanked the Delaware River Maritime
Enterprise Council, a non-profit agency created
by the Pennsylvania General Assembly, and its
Chairman, State Representative William F. Keller,
for their roles in helping to bring the U.S. military
to Philadelphia and facilitating its activity here.

“Things
are really
happening
at the Port of
Philadelphia,” said
Mr. McDermott that day.
“The military is using our facilities with increas-
ing frequency, and that’s sending a message to
our commercial customers that the Port of
Philadelphia can deliver the goods. I am also
hopeful that this increased activity will finally
and conclusively demonstrate the importance of
deepening the Delaware River’s main channel to
45 feet. We have got to accomplish that task if
all this activity–both military and commercial–is
to continue and expand.” ■

U.S. Army personnel secure the rotors of a
Blackhawk helicopter that had recently 

landed at the Packer Avenue Marine
Terminal. Shortly thereafter, the 

helicopter was loaded aboard a 
cargo vessel destined for Iraq.

Demonstrating that the Packer
Avenue Marine Terminal can

handle a variety of cargoes 
simultaneously, steel coils from

Japan were discharged at the 
facility’s berth #6 on October 5

while military cargoes were being
loaded at the terminal’s nearby

main marginal berth.

PRPA staff had the pleasure of meeting with a 
delegation of labor and media officials from Panama
on Tuesday, October 12 in PRPA’s main office.
Visiting Philadelphia under the auspices of the U.S.
Embassy in Panama were Julio Bermudez of the
Panama Attorney General’s Office; Jorge Antonio
Carney of the Panamanian Chamber of Commerce,
Industries and Agriculture; Mariano Enrique Mena
of the General Autonomous Center of Panamanian
Workers; and Eva Edith Montilla of the Panama
Association of Business Executives. PRPA staff
members William McLaughlin, Joseph Menta,
Tummona Fisher, and David Harvey discussed a
variety of issues with the delegation, in particular
the Panama Canal and its continued importance 
to the Port of Philadelphia.

U.S. Senators Arlen Specter (R-PA) and John Warner (R-VA) were in Philadelphia on
Thursday, October 28 to discuss their efforts to bring new business to the Metro
Machine operation at the former Philadelphia Navy Yard. Following a joint news
conference by the two senators, PRPA’s Director of Governmental & Public Affairs
William B. McLaughlin III used the opportunity to greet Senator Specter and Senator
Warner and discuss some of PRPA’s upcoming projects and initiatives. Senator Specter
(photo at left), a strong advocate of the Delaware River Channel Deepening Project,

communicated his continued com-
mitment to seeing that the project
soon commences. Senator Warner, a
former Secretary of the Navy and
current Chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, was
interested to hear from Mr.
McLaughlin about the rising level
of military cargo now moving
through the Port of Philadelphia
since the Port was designated as a
Strategic Military Seaport by the
Department of Defense in 2002.

freezing outside. However, the business 
quickly took off (especially when the big

supermarket chains took
notice), and the Port quickly
made investments in its facili-
ties and infrastructure to build
on this new business. Other
ports eventually got into the
game, but Philadelphia has
always maintained its leader-
ship position in the handling
of these popular products.
Now the entire country takes
for granted the availability of
all types of fruits year round!

• Fruits ripen in a variety of different ways.
Pears, for example, ripen better once off the
tree, and they ripen from the inside out.

• Despite their fragility, grapes are one of the
earliest fruits on record as being shipped over
long distances. The popular demand for this
fruit necessitated that early shippers find ways
to successfully preserve the cargo during long
transit times.

• Today, fruit-handling vessels are essentially
giant floating refrigerators, allowing cargoes
like grapes from Chile to remain fresh while
making the trip up the west coast of South
America, through the Panama Canal, and up

the east coast of the U.S. to the Port of
Philadelphia. The Port continues the unbroken
“cold” chain with ample dockside refrigerated
warehouse space.

• Fruit was always popular among
Philadelphians. In fact, Philadelphia druggist
Townsend Speakman invented the world’s 
first soda pop in 1807 when he mixed fruit 
flavorings with carbonated water. He called 
his beverage the Nephite Julep.

• About 100,000 tons of cocoa beans enter the
United States through the Port of Philadelphia
each year, routinely making cocoa beans a
leading cargo here and the Port of
Philadelphia a leading port among U.S. ports
that handle cocoa beans.

• The majority of the
Port’s cocoa bean 
cargoes arrive here in
burlap sacks, the same
way they’ve arrived
here since the Colonial
period. The main
countries of origin 
for the Port’s cocoa
beans are Indonesia
and West Africa’s
Ivory Coast.

Grapes from South America are 
unloaded every fall and winter at the

Port’s Tioga Marine Terminal…

…where they’re quickly inspected,
inventoried, and delivered to your 

local supermarket for you to 
purchase and enjoy!

Continued from page 11: Cargo Facts
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With four vessels taking on a variety of military
cargoes during the first week of October, the
Philadelphia Regional Port Authority’s Packer
Avenue Marine Terminal saw its most intense
period of military activity since the Port of
Philadelphia was designated a Strategic Military

Seaport by the
Department of
Defense more
than two years
ago. The four
vessels, which
port labor han-
dled with flying
colors, took on
thousands of
pieces of hard-
ware including
Blackhawk heli-
copters, heavy
equipment,

trucks, fuel carriers, other vehicles, and
weapons, all destined for U.S. troops in Iraq as
part of Operation Iraqi Freedom III.

In the days preceding the load-out, the military
cargoes arrived steadily at the Packer Avenue
Marine Terminal via truck and rail with the
exception of the Blackhawk helicopters, most of
which were actually flown to the terminal, then
secured and shrink-wrapped for their ocean
voyage.

As described by U.S. Army officials, Operation
Iraqi Freedom III is the third phase of the Iraqi
conflict. The military supplies loaded onto the
four vessels in October were destined for the
Army National Guard’s 42nd Infantry Rainbow
Division, a division being deployed for the first
time since World War II. The early October load-
out, like others in the past, was a cooperative
effort between the Army and the Navy. The Army
controlled the cargo, but the vessels moving the
cargo were under the jurisdiction of the Navy’s
Military Sealift Command. 

The seamless load-out was particularly note-
worthy in light of the fact that significant com-
mercial activity took place at the terminal while
the back-to-back military vessels were being
loaded. This activity included the discharge of a
slab steel vessel and two container vessels

serving the Port’s Australia/New Zealand and
South American trades. The October multi-ves-
sel load-out again clearly demonstrated that the
Port of Philadelphia can plan and manage com-
plex layers of activity involving both commercial
and military cargoes, a key requirement for a
U.S. port becoming a Strategic Military Seaport.

“The U.S. military has determined that the best
situation for them is to partner with successful,
efficient commercial seaports when they need
to move their cargoes, rather than establish and
operate strictly military port facilities,” said
PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott,
Jr. during a Tuesday, October 5 press confer-
ence at the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal.
“After all, successful commercial seaports
already have the facilities, infrastructure, and
expertise to handle virtually any type of cargo.
So, we were very proud when the Department of
Defense selected Philadelphia as its 14th
Strategic Military Seaport in the United States.”

As well as performing a vital function for the
nation, the Port of Philadelphia’s capable han-
dling of military vessels provides a major boost

to the region’s economy. According to the
International Longshoremen’s Association (ILA),
loading one military supply vessel typically gen-
erates bout 3600 hours of work for the union.
Philadelphia ILA members receive special train-
ing in the handling of the specialized military

Port of Philadelphia Assumes Central Role in
Supplying U.S. Troops in Iraq
Four Load-Outs in October Mark Busiest Period of Military 
Activity to Date at Packer Avenue Marine Terminal

At an October 5 news 
conference at the Packer 

Avenue Marine Terminal,
PRPA Executive Director James

T. McDermott, Jr. discusses the
benefits of October’s back-to-back
military load-outs at the facility.

The 1st Lt. Baldomero Lopez was the second of four
back-to-back vessels taking on military cargoes bound
for Iraq in October. The vessel is seen here on Tuesday,

October 5 at the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal.

• Cocoa beans need to be
ground down to 
powder before they can be
turned into the chocolate
bars and chocolate prod-
ucts we all know and love.
Half of the United States’
cocoa grinding capacity is
located within three hours
of the Port of
Philadelphia’s dedicated
cocoa-handling terminal,
Pier 84.

• The earliest bars of “eating chocolate” were
made of bittersweet chocolate. Milk chocolate
was introduced in 1875 when Henry Nestle, a
maker of evaporated milk, and Daniel Peter, a
chocolate maker, got together and invented
milk chocolate. Today, milk chocolate is pre-
ferred by 80% of “chocoholics.”

• Chocolate chip cookies are a fairly recent 
addition to the culinary scene. The first choco-
late chip cookie was developed in the kitchen
of a country inn in Whitman, Massachusetts
in 1937. After some trial and error, the inn’s
final recipe settled on the formula we all know
and love today: hardened bits of chocolate
mixed into a shortbread-style cookie dough.

• Records from the colonial era show that area
Quakers enthusiastically promoted chocolate
drinks as a healthful substitute for gin during
the early 1700s!

• Among the many cocoa grinders and chocolate
manufacturers in the region surrounding
Philadelphia are Hershey Foods Corporation
in Hershey, Pennsylvania; Bloomer Chocolate
in East Greenville, Pennsylvania; Wilbur
Chocolate Company in Lititz, Pennsylvania;
and M&M/Mars, Inc. in Elizabethtown,
Pennsylvania.

• First manufactured in 1930, the Snickers Bar,
a product of M&M/Mars, is the number-one
selling candy bar in the United States.

• Not to be outdone, the Hershey Foods
Corporation routinely produces 33 million
Hershey’s Kisses during a typical day of 
production.

• Chocolate contains the same chemical,
phenylethylamine, that the human brain 
produces when a person falls in love, hence 
the euphoric feeling many people experience
when enjoying their favorite chocolate candy.
But try to avoid over-indulging during those

chocolate moments… too much phenylethy-
lamine can cause nervousness and anxiety.

• Chocolate can also work like a good strong
cup of coffee, as it contains two effective 
stimulants: caffeine and purine.

• Chocolate was mostly enjoyed in drink form 
in the earliest years of its introduction.
Chocolate as a drink was a favorite of
Montezuma, emperor of the Aztecs. During
his reign in the 1500s, Montezuma drank as
much as 50 glasses of chocolate every day.
Hernando Cortez, the Spanish conquistador,
brought the drink back to Spain in 1529.
There it quickly became a favorite of the
Spanish royalty and eventually was widely 
consumed throughout Europe.

• Ultimately, by the 17th century, drinking
chocolate mixed with milk, wine, or beer was
considered a must at fashionable social events
throughout Europe.

• Chocolate wasn’t an immediate sensation
everywhere, however. In France, believe it or
not, the introduction of chocolate was initially
met with skepticism, and the product was 
considered by many to be a barbarous, noxious
drug. In fact, the French court didn’t allow the
sale of chocolate until the Paris Faculty of
Medicine thoroughly investigated the product
and gave its approval.

• Records show, in many
Central American
mountain villages 
during the 18th 
century, chocolate 
was once considered 
a “temptation of the
devil” and no one
under the age of sixty
was permitted to drink
it. Churchgoers who
defied the rule were
threatened with
excommunication!

• Much to the pleasure of chocolate manufac-
turers, scientific and puritanical arguments
against chocolate have long since lost their
sting. Today, consumers around the world
spend more than $7 billion every year on
chocolate products.

That’s it for now. In an issue or two we’ll be back
with some interesting facts about steel and paper,
two other major cargoes that regularly move over
the docks of the Port of Philadelphia!

Want to add a name 
or two to our PortWatch

mailing list?

Contact PRPA’s
Communications

Department at 
(215) 426-2600.

Cocoa beans in bags like these regularly
arrive in Philadelphia from several 

points around the world…

…where they’re delivered to 
manufacturers who turn them 

into the chocolate treats we 
all know and love! 
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At the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal on October 5, U.S. Army personnel 
prepare a Blackhawk helicopter for shipment to our troops overseas. The military
and the ILA work together to safely and quickly ship military cargoes abroad.

From Boxes to Blackhawks, 
We’re on the Job
Whether it’s commercial containers, breakbulk
steel, or helicopters for our troops, the Packer
Avenue Marine Terminal is up to the task of 
moving it fast and moving it right.            

In this issue: A 14-month Port calendar!

PRPA periodically takes to the skies
to photograph its facilities and 
document port activity from the air,
as such photographs are extremely
valuable for marketing and promotion
purposes. Aerial photographs of the
Port are also useful when PRPA
gives testimony at zoning hearings

and applies for grants and appropria-
tions to assist maritime development.
The latest round of aerial photo-
graphs was taken earlier this fall by
professional photographer John
Jenkins, under the guidance of PRPA
Senior Marketing Representative
Dominic O’Brien. Mr. Jenkins and Mr.

O’Brien spent a day in October aloft
in a helicopter photographing port
activity and proposed new areas for
port expansion, and PRPA is pleased
to share a sampling of Mr. Jenkins’
photographs with PortWatch
readers. Mr. Jenkins also took the 
photograph on page 5 of this issue. ■

The Packer Avenue Marine Terminal and, in the
upper left portion of the photograph, the area

PRPA envisions for its new Southport terminal.

PRPA’s Pier 98 Annex is now often used as 
a staging area for military cargoes destined 

for shipment abroad.

A Wagenborg Shipping vessel discharges forest 
products on the south side of PRPA’s Pier 82.

The famed cruise ship S.S. United States can be
seen on the left, along the north side of the pier.
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Economic Activity from the Air 

New Aerial Photographs Document Philadelphia’s Working Port




