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The main banquet room of

Philadelphia’s Chateau Caterers was

filled to capacity on Thursday, March

3 when the regional maritime commu-

nity gathered to say goodbye to one of

its finest: PRPA Director of Human

Resources Mary E. Cooney.

Hired by PRPA’s predecessor agency,

the Philadelphia Port Corporation, in

1982, Mary quickly moved through the

ranks and soon found her niche in the

personnel area, where she made her

mark both at the old Port Corporation

and its replacement agency, the Philadelphia

Regional Port Authority. She was named

PRPA’s first Director of Personnel in 1991 and,

with a reorganization, was given the new title

Director of Human Resources shortly there-

after. 

Throughout her port career, and especially as

Director of Human Resources, Mary was

responsible for a variety of tasks at PRPA,

including the general supervision of all secre-

tarial and clerical staff, and counseling

employees with health insurance issues and

other job-related problems. She also kept

PRPA updated on state and federal person-

nel-related regulations; managed PRPA’s

health benefits program; and interviewed,

screened, and oversaw the orientation of all

new employees.

During her retirement luncheon on March 3,

Mrs. Cooney was lauded by several members

of the PRPA staff, including Executive Director

James T. McDermott, Jr., Governmental &

Public Affairs Director William B. McLaughlin

III, and Director of Finance & Capital Budget

Edward G. Henderson. In addition, former

Director of Operations Carl M. Trovato came

out of his own retirement to playfully toast

Mary, and the program concluded with a

heartfelt testimonial by PRPA Receptionist

Geraldine Green, who presented Mary with a

beautiful bouquet of flowers.

“Mary retired at the end of 2004 after a long

and distinguished career at the Port,” said

PRPA Executive Director James T.

McDermott, Jr. on March 3. “At the time we

had a small lunchtime gathering in our confer-

ence room to mark the event, but we felt the

need to do something a little more memorable

for such a fine, loyal, and competent member

of the PRPA family. This luncheon, attended

by so many port professionals both at PRPA

and throughout our industry, is a true testimo-

nial to the high regard everyone has for

Mary.”

PRPA sincerely congratulates Mary Cooney

on the occasion of her well-deserved retire-

ment and hopes she is enjoying all the extra

time with her children and grandchildren! ■

Port Community Says Farewell to 
Mary Cooney
PRPA Gives Its Longtime Director of 
Human Resources a Memorable Send-Off

PRPA’s new cranes just after arriving at the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal on Tuesday, October 28.

At her March 3 luncheon, current and former PRPA
staffers helping Mary Cooney celebrate her port career

and recent retirement included, from left to right,
Governmental & Public Affairs Director William B.

McLaughlin III, Director of Finance & Capital
Funding Edward G. Henderson, Mrs. Cooney, former

PRPA Director of Operations Carl M. Trovato,
Receptionist Geraldine Green, and Executive 

Director James T. McDermott, Jr.

PortWatch readers are probably aware that

PRPA places ads in the maritime trade press

to tout our facilities and services, but are you

aware that our ads have appeared all over the

world and in a variety of languages? For

example, an advertisement discussing our

cold storage capabilities (seen above) was

recently translated into Portuguese for place-

ment in publications in South America, the

leading source of PRPA’s high-quality fruit

cargoes. We hope you enjoy this look at

PRPA’s global initiative to attract business to

Pennsylvania’s international seaport!

Spread the Word about the Port of Philadelphia!

Reaching around the World to

Philadelphia may be known as the City of Brotherly Love, but at the Port
of Philadelphia, we know our perishable shippers would much rather have a
chilly reception than a warm one. Chilly as in cold. Cold as in cold storage. 

And when it comes to cold storage, we have the facilities and expertise
to handle your valuable perishables.

Our Tioga Marine Terminal, Pier 82, and Packer Avenue Marine
Terminal together provide over 500,000 square feet of on-dock refrigerated
storage space (located along more than 9,600 linear feet of berthing space) as
well as 600 reefer plugs. And more refrigerated capacity is on the way.

We’re proud that our modern, computer-controlled refrigeration –
coupled with Philadelphia’s 30-plus years of experience in handling your sen-
sitive refrigerated cargoes and a transportation infrastructure second to none –
continues to make the Port of Philadelphia the natural partner for shippers of
fine refrigerated and frozed perishables from around the world.

Call us today to speak with one of our helpful marketing representatives.
Give us the opportunity to treat your cargoes as cold as they deserve.

3460 N. Delaware Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19134 • (215) 426-2600
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PRPA Board Member and ILA Local 1291
President Sal Candelaria during a trade 
mission to Cuba in April 2004.

Sal Candelaria, 1959-2005
The Port of Philadelphia Says Goodbye to a 
True Friend of Philadelphia’s Working Waterfront
and One of Its Most Effective Champions

PORT ARTIST PART OF EXHIBITION…
PRPA congratulates Philadelphia artist
Arthur Ostroff, who recently enjoyed a
major exhibition of his work at
“Cityscapes,” an exhibition of
Philadelphia-themed artwork sponsored
by the Philadelphia Sketch Club. Mr.
Ostroff, who has produced both classic-
style artwork and technical renderings for

various Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority projects, included many exam-
ples of his port-themed work in the April
10-May 1 exhibition.

Philadelphia artist Arthur Ostroff poses
with some of his port-themed works that
were featured in a recent exhibition.

(continued from page 7)




