






1 0

The Philadelphia Regional Port Authority is once
again pleased to give a successful, locally
based business the opportunity to share with
PortWatch readers a peek behind the scenes of
its operations. This time we’re proud to shine
our Spotlight feature on a true Port of
Philadelphia mainstay, BARTHCO International.
This international logistics services company is
now approaching its fortieth year of operation
and is integral to the success of the Port on so
many levels. We hope you enjoy this overview
of the company’s business and philosophy, as

seen through the eyes of its
founder and CEO, Dennis J.
Colgan.

BARTHCO International,
Inc., founded in 1968, has
emerged as one of the
nation’s premier global
logistics organizations. It is
no longer adequate to
describe the firm as simply
a customs broker or freight
forwarder. As the world of
international business has

changed and with the dramatic adjustments
forced by the tragic events of 9/11, BARTHCO
International has changed, too.

The company is a direct successor to the vener-
able John H. Faunce Co., Inc., which was found-
ed in 1906. As such, BARTHCO’s credo today
took root many years ago: Anticipate and identi-
fy potential problems before they become major
obstacles. Customer service is at the core of the
company’s success; it is driven each and every
day to afford its clients the utmost in customer
care.

Customs brokerage and international freight for-
warding are BARTHCO’s signature services, but

it also offers a wide array of related services
such as inbound transportation and cargo man-
agement, distribution and warehouse services,
and ensuring regulatory compliance. 

BARTHCO officials are quick to point out a fasci-
nating fact: Just about everyone is impacted in
one way or another by the work they do.
Jewelry, diamonds, precious stones and metals,
textiles, apparel and footwear, retail industry
services, chemicals and pharmaceuticals, fine
arts, valuables, live animals, forest products,
steel, coffee, tea, cocoa, and perishables are all
among the commodities regularly arranged for
transport through the services of BARTHCO
International.

With 19 offices in the United States and Hong
Kong, BARTHCO’s striking main corporate head-
quarters is located in the Philadelphia Naval
Business Center (the former Philadelphia Navy
Yard) at 5101 S. Broad Street. Dennis J. Colgan,
a Philadelphia native, is chairman and chief
executive officer of BARTHCO, which remains
one of the largest privately held companies of
its kind in the country. Mr. Colgan recently sat
down for an interview with PortWatch.

PortWatch: If you will, please give us an
overview of BARTHCO International.

Mr. Colgan: The foundation of BARTHCO is the
John H. Faunce Company, which started in
Philadelphia in 1906. We’re a vital, important link
in the supply chain. Historically, what this com-
pany grew up around was our expertise and
strength in the area of customer service. That
was the competitive advantage that we had and
have maintained over the years. The services
we provide are all behind the scenes, so to
speak. We employ about 250 people in
Philadelphia and the immediate Philadelphia
area. The general public probably wouldn’t think
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Dennis J. Colgan,
Chairman and Chief

Executive Officer of
BARTHCO International,

Inc., in his office.

While in Atlanta, Georgia attending the annual convention of the Produce
Marketing Association in November, PRPA Deputy Executive Director
Robert C. Blackburn was the recipient of an expression of appreciation
from the Chilean Exporters Association (a.k.a. the Asociacion de
Exportadores de Chile or ASOEX). To help mark ASOEX’s 70th 
anniversary, the association presented a plaque to Mr. Blackburn that 
recognized “the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority’s valuable 
contributions to the development of the fresh produce industry.” Seen 
above (on the left) is association member David Schiro, President of Jac.
Vandenberg Inc. and Mr. Blackburn. PRPA anticipates a healthy and very
busy 2005/2006 winter fruit season at the Port of Philadelphia. Photo
courtesy of www.northlightphoto.com.

During a recent visit to the PRPA offices, Lothar E.S.
Budike, P.E., President of A-Valey Engineers, Inc., present-
ed two very special gifts to PRPA: a pair of maritime-
themed paintings Mr. Budike himself painted. Though a
lifelong engineer, Mr. Budike paints in his spare time and
especially enjoys working on maritime-themed subjects. In
the photo at left, PRPA Director of Engineering Charles
Lawrence, Mr. Budike, and PRPA Executive Director
James T. McDermott, Jr. appear with Mr. Budike’s painting

of the classic cruise vessel S.S. United States, which is 
currently docked at PRPA’s Pier 82. In the second photo, Mr.
McDermott accepts from Mr. Budike the artist’s painting of
the Battleship New Jersey, which is also docked on the
Delaware River. PRPA sincerely thanks Mr. Budike for the
gift of his fine paintings and know that they will bring
pleasure to PRPA staff and visitors to PRPA’s offices for
years to come.
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Breaking Ground For
Port Progress
Governor Rendell Kicks Off Major
Projects at the Port of Philadelphia
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In this issue: a 2006 Port calendar!
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Breaking ground for a new 200,000-square-foot warehouse at PRPA’s
Forest Products Distribution Center on Wednesday, November 23, 2005
are PRPA Chairman Brian Preski, Esq., forest products center operator
John Brown, Jr., State Senator Vincent Fumo, Pennsylvania Governor
Edward G. Rendell, and State Representative William Keller.

information is then made available to carriers tra-
versing the Delaware River and other shipping
industry interests. PRPA will continue working
with the National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), a division of the U.S.
Department of Commerce, to maintain the pro-
gram. Strongly supported by the Pilots
Association for the Bay and River Delaware,
which assisted PRPA in securing funding for the
program, this system is a tremendous aid to navi-
gation to the hundreds of vessels that move to
and from the facilities of the Port of Philadelphia
each year.

PORTWATCH HONORED… PRPA’s PortWatch
magazine was recently ranked among the top
three port publications in the United States, based
on the results of the American Association of Port
Authorities (AAPA) 2005 Communications
Competition. Over 150 ports belong to the AAPA
and regularly submit magazines, brochures, and
other promotional projects to the annual competi-
tion. PRPA has previously won AAPA
Communications Awards for a port video and a
port comic book, both produced by the PRPA

Communications Department, and for a compre-
hensive CD-ROM, produced by the PRPA
Marketing Department. This year’s
Communications Competition award winners
were announced on Wednesday, October 26 at
the AAPA Annual Convention in Tampa, Florida.

PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr.
and Director of Communications Joseph Menta
accept an American Association of Port
Authorities (AAPA) Communications Competition
Award for PRPA’s PortWatch magazine from Julia
T. Nagano, Director of Public Affairs of the Port of
Los Angeles and Chair of the AAPA Public
Relations Committee. Mr. Menta writes and edits 
each issue of PortWatch, and takes most of the
photographs for the publication. 

BRAZILIAN OFFICIAL VISITS PRPA… Leonel Leal
Neto, Secretary of International Relations for the
city of Bahia in Brazil, visited PRPA on Tuesday,
October 18, as part of a trade-oriented, fact-find-
ing mission to our region. Secretary Neto was
accompanied by Suzana R. Silva, a specialist in
U.S./Brazilian trade with Conexoes Consulting.
PRPA Community Affairs Liaison Tummona K.
Fisher met with Secretary Neto and Ms. Silva and
conducted a tour of PRPA’s facilities for them.

Trade specialist Suzana R. Silva, PRPA’s Tummona
K. Fisher, and Secretary Neto on October 18.

(continued from page 5)




