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As we enter the early days of spring, the weather may not yet be
especially hot, but one issue can certainly be described that way:
the proposed Delaware River Channel Deepening Project. In
recent months, rallies have been held, politicians have spoken
out, PRPA has held summit meetings, and maritime businesses
have again gone on record. And what was the common theme of
these meetings and statements? The absolute necessity of 
deepening the Delaware River’s main channel to 45 feet. Here’s a
sampling of what’s been going on, both in the forefront and
behind the scenes, to finally get this project started. And be sure
to check out the center spread of this issue for a pull-out sign
that you can use to show your support for this vital project!

Maritime Community, Legislators Pull Together for 45-Foot Channel Project

ILA Local 1291 President and PRPA Board Member Boise
Butler III, addresses his ranks at a Wednesday, December 28
rally in front of the headquarters of the Delaware River
Port Authority.

In recent months, PRPA has placed billboards and

banners in the region to promote this vital project.

As often stated, dredging is nothing new along the Delaware River. Here,

routine maintenance dredging of berth #6 at the Packer Avenue Marine

Terminal is performed in early March. The 45-foot channel deepening project

would follow on the heels of more than 50 years of responsibly-performed

main channel and berthside maintenance dredging on the Delaware River.

Congressman John Murtha (D-PA), flanked byCongressman Robert Brady (D-PA), StateRepresentative William Keller (D-Phila.), and ILALocal 1291 President and PRPA Board Member Boise
Butler III, during a December 12, 2005 briefing on the
dredging issue for Congressman Murtha. The U.S.Coast Guard, Army Corps of Engineers, and represen-
tatives of the maritime community also attended thebriefing, which was hosted by Congressman Brady and
Representative Keller.

PRPA CONTINUES CDL TRAINING PROGRAM FOR ILA… More than
a dozen members of International Longshoremen’s Association
Local 1291 met in PRPA’s conference room on Monday, January 9
and again at the All-state Career training facility in Lester,
Pennsylvania on Monday, January 30 to receive instruction and
training for their Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) test. The ongo-
ing PRPA-sponsored program aims to certify a record number of
ILA members with commercial driver’s licenses, a necessary
requirement to handle certain cargoes at the Port, especially mili-
tary vehicles that regularly move through PRPA’s Packer Avenue
Marine Terminal. PRPA’s staff liaison on the CDL project is Strategic
Planning Project Coordinator David Harvey, who accompanied the
ILA participants to both the January 9 and January 30 sessions.

“The CDL training program strengthens the Port’s workforce, which
ultimately results in more efficient cargo operations,” said Mr.
Harvey. “The ILA’s level of enthusiasm and commitment to the pro-
gram is extremely strong, and it’s always great to work with these
groups as they go through the process of getting their certifica-
tions.”

PRPA salutes the latest group of ILA members who completed the
program and now have their commercial drivers’ licenses.
Congratulations, one and all!

Participants in the latest round of CDL training take a break in
PRPA’s conference room on Monday, January 9. 

PRPA WELCOMES CHINESE DELEGATION… PRPA enjoyed a visit
by a delegation of port, governmental, and trade officials from
China’s Port of Shenzhen on Tuesday, December 13. The delegation
met with PRPA Director of Marketing Sean Mahoney and
Marketing Representative William Keller, and many issues were
discussed, including formal information exchanges and possible
trade opportunities.

PRPA officials William Keller and Sean Mahoney (seventh and
ninth from left) and their visitors from the Port of Shenzhen on
December 13.

PORT GAINS REPRESENTATION IN CHINA… PRPA engaged the
services of maritime industry veteran Simon Yao in September 2005
to represent PRPA’s interests in China. Mr. Yao will be stationed in
Shanghai, where he will seek out cargo opportunities throughout
China for PRPA’s maritime facilities. The PRPA Marketing
Department is especially optimistic that Mr. Yao will be a strong
asset in PRPA’s initiative to gain a major regular Far East service at
the Port of Philadelphia. Mr. Yao can be reached in his Shanghai
office at 011 86 21 50454117 or via e-mail at
simonyao888@hotmail.com.

PRPA’s new representative in China, Simon Yao, visited the U.S. this
past December to meet PRPA staff. Seen here at a December 8
maritime industry holiday reception held in Center City Philadelphia
is PRPA Director of Marketing Sean Mahoney; PRPA’s representa-
tive in the New York/northern New Jersey metropolitan area, Kevin
McGee; Simon Yao; Mrs. Yao; and PRPA Executive Director James
T. McDermott, Jr.

TRADE GROUP LAUDS PRPA COMMUNITY AFFAIRS OFFICIAL…
The Women’s Transportation Seminar (WTS), a Philadelphia 
trade group dedicated to open, candid discussion of regional 
transportation issues and to providing a useful networking forum
for transportation professionals, named PRPA’s Tummona K. Fisher
as its Member of the Year at its Annual Awards Dinner, which was
held on December 8, 2005 at The Pyramid Club in Center City
Philadelphia. Ms. Fisher, who is PRPA’s Community Affairs Liaison,
was honored for her continuous, effective efforts to promote WTS
and its mission of advancing the role of women in transportation.
Congratulations, Tummona!

Appearing at the Women’s Transportation Seminar (WTS) Annual
Awards Dinner on Thursday, December 8 were, from left to right:
PRPA Director of Communications Joseph Menta; Accounts
Payable Analyst Nancy Sindo; Secretary/Accounting Clerk Cheryl
Eady; Director of Procurement Donna Powell; Honoree Tummona K.
Fisher; Pennsylvania State Representative Dwight Evans; and PRPA
Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr. 

Continued on page 16: News Briefs
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In this issue: A pull-out “45 Feet Now” display sign! 
Show your support for the channel-deepening project!
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PRPA’s Pier 40, operated by Penn Warehousing
& Distribution Company, sports a banner 
supporting the 45-foot channel deepening project.

AAPA GROUP CONVENES IN PHILADELPHIA… The American Association of
Port Authorities (AAPA) Operations Committee met in Philadelphia in late
January to discuss a variety of operations issues facing U.S. ports. The
group, composed of port operations professionals from AAPA member sea-
ports throughout the United States, was hosted by PRPA Director of
Operations James Walsh, an active member of the committee. The group
met on January 25-27, which included a full day of meetings in PRPA’s con-
ference room on Thursday, January 26. Topics touched on during the course
of the Committee’s visit here included port security, cargo-handling innova-
tions, and environmental issues.

PRPA Director of Operations James Walsh (foreground, right) meeting with
his AAPA Operations Committee colleagues in the PRPA conference room in
January.

CONGRESSMAN BRADY HONORED… PRPA congratulates longtime Port of
Philadelphia advocate Congressman Robert A. Brady, who received the
Northeast Community Mental Health Center’s prestigious John F. Kennedy
Award at the center’s annual awards banquet on November 11. In receiving
the award, Congressman Brady follows in the footsteps of prominent
Philadelphians such as journalist Larry Kane and District Attorney Lynne
Abraham, all of whom have made great strides in advancing the quality of
life of those with mental health challenges.

HISTORIC PORT PRINT NOW ON DISPLAY AT PRPA… The Port sends a spe-
cial thank you to former Philadelphia Assistant Commerce Director Robert
Boris and his wife Linda Seyda, former Personnel Director of the City of
Philadelphia, for loaning to PRPA a rare print depicting the Port of
Philadelphia in the 18th century. The print, part of their considerable art col-
lection, is now on display in PRPA’s reception area. Bob and Linda, who are
now enjoying retirement after long and distinguished careers with the city,
have lent a variety of maritime-themed prints to PRPA in the past, all of
which are still on display throughout PRPA’s offices. Thank you again, Bob
and Linda, for your continued generosity to the Port!

PRPA Executive Director James T. McDermott, Jr. accepts the latest piece
of port-themed artwork from Philadelphian Robert G. Boris earlier this year.
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