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The phrase “Philadelphia success story” is often
overused when describing local businesses made
good, but it is unquestionably the most appropriate
description to employ here, as Delaware Avenue
Distribution Center is indeed a Philadelphia suc-
cess story. Located at 700 Pattison Avenue, this
warehousing, distribution, and trucking company’s
steady rise is testimony to the hard work and per-
sistence of owner Anthony Nardella, who started
the business in 1994 with limited resources at a
previous location that had seen better days.

Today, drivers for Delaware Avenue Distribution
Center, also known as DADC, operate 26 company-
owned trucks out of a 200,000-square-foot, U.S.
Customs-bonded, FDA-approved, refrigerated and
dry food-grade warehouse with more than 40 doors
for loading and unloading containers. Within the
warehouse are 80,000 square feet of brand new,
computer-controlled refrigeration with links to the
home computers of DADC owners and warehouse
managers.

Moreover, DADC is a “Philadelphia only” carrier.
They are bullish on the Port of Philadelphia, so

much so, in fact, that if a customer wants DADC to
handle its freight, the customer has to design a
way to bring it through the Port of Philadelphia.

“I often joke that I should have the name of my
business on one side of my card and the Port of
Philadelphia on the other,” Mr. Nardella said. “We

believe in this Port that much.” DADC offers serv-
ice from Maine to the Carolinas, and as far west as
Kentucky… as long as the shipments begin and/or
end in Philadelphia.

As with many successful businesses, DADC is
staffed by professionals with unique personalities
that connect with the people around them. Mr.
Nardella, for example, is soft-spoken and immedi-
ately likeable, yet also projects a commanding
business presence. “My word is my bond; it’s really
as simple as that,” he says. “I can’t tell you how
many times I’ve negotiated a major piece of busi-
ness with just a handshake.”

Account executive Tom Kenny joined the company
about two years after it opened and is, according
to his colleagues in the industry, a sales dynamo.
“We believe in what we do, and that means every-
thing when you’re out on a sales call. Working with
Anthony gives you the confidence you need. I
know we’re going to be able to deliver on our
promises.”

Delaware Avenue Distribution Center employees
are friendly and goal-oriented. They’re serious
about their work because providing good customer
service is their main objective on a daily basis.
DADC’s story is inspiring not only because the
company is a homegrown success, but also
because in many ways its story is a primer for
those seeking to run a successful business by
working in conjunction with the facilities and serv-
ices of the Port of Philadelphia.

Mr. Nardella and Mr. Kenny recently took time to
talk to PortWatch about DADC, its history, and
plans for the future.

PortWatch: What was your business like in 1994,
when it first opened?

Anthony Nardella: We opened at the Quaker City
freezer building on Delaware Avenue, right next to
the old CSX ramp at Snyder Avenue. It was an
eight-story building, but because they had an old
and not very efficient salt-water freezer system,
we could only use about six stories for cold stor-
age. In any event, during our first seven months
there, we did nothing but clean the place out.

PortWatch: Did all that clean-up and repair work
affect business? 

Mr. Nardella: Oh, yes. We had to cut all the freezer
pipes down. We kept the ammonia system and put
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Philadelphia Success Story Sees a Bright Future
“Professionals with Personality” Staff This Growing Business
That Makes Big Use of the Port of Philadelphia

MARITIME FIGURES HONORED BY FOUR CHAPLAINS… Among
the several maritime industry officials honored by The Four
Chaplains Memorial Foundation at its May 22 reception and dinner
at the Corinthian Yacht Club in Essington, Pennsylvania were three
longtime friends of PRPA: Captain Michael J. Linton, President of
the Pilots Assn. for the Bay & River Delaware; Karen DeChristopher
of Western Fumigation; and Beverly Ford of the Maritime Exchange
for the Delaware River and Bay. Captain Linton received the orga-
nization’s top honor, the Legion of Honor Gold Medallion, that
evening, and Ms. DeChristopher and Ms. Ford received Legion of
Honor Awards. Congratulations to all of you!

The May 22 honorees of the Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation
included (from left to right) the Maritime Exchange’s Beverly Ford;
Captain Michael J. Linton, President of the Pilots Association for
the Bay & River Delaware; and Western Fumigation’s Karen
DeChristopher. Also pictured is maritime attorney Dante Mattioni, a
longtime advocate of the Chapel of the Four Chaplains and its
memorial foundation.

PRPA WELCOMES DIPLOMATIC OFFICIAL FROM AUSTRALIA…
PRPA officials enjoyed a visit by the Honorable John Olsen, Consul
General of Australia, on Monday, May 22. The visit was part of a

trip to the United States by the Australian Consulate-
General’s office and other Australian business and

trade interests. Australia and Oceania have
been major trading partners with the Port of
Philadelphia for over 30 years, and the May
22 meeting centered on ways to further
cement, as well as expand, this excellent
relationship. The Port of Philadelphia also
has a fruitful partner port relationship with
Australia’s Port of Melbourne.

Pausing for a photograph following a May 22 meeting in the PRPA
conference room is Michael Holt of The Holt Group (operators of
PRPA’s Packer Avenue Marine Terminal); PRPA Executive Director
James T. McDermott, Jr.; the Honorable John Olson, Consul
General of Australia; and PRPA Director of Marketing Sean
Mahoney.

STILL MORE HONORS… The 2006 Ports of Philadelphia Maritime
Society Award was presented to Dennis Rochford, President of the
Maritime Exchange for the Delaware River and Bay, at the
Maritime Society’s Annual Dinner on Thursday, April 27. Mr.
Rochford used the occasion to powerfully push for the start of the
Delaware River Channel Deepening Project… Former Delaware
River Port Authority official Melissa Grimm received the annual
Scout Mariner Award from the Cradle of Liberty Council of the Boy
Scouts of America at the Boy Scouts’ annual fundraising luncheon
on Wednesday, May 3. Ms. Grimm is now working with
Philadelphia tourism officials to bring the 2016 Summer Olympics to
Philadelphia… PRPA’s Director of Procurement Donna Powell was
awarded the 2006 Shirley Chisholm Award Honoring Women in
Transportation by the National Congress of Black Women on May
5. Congratulations to one and all!

PRPA’s Donna Powell (second from left) on the night she received
the 2006 Shirley Chisholm Award. Pictured from left to right: friend
Reginald Ellis, Ms. Powell, PRPA Community Affairs Liaison
Tummona Fisher, and Philadelphia City Commissioner Edgar
Howard.

Anthony Nardella, owner and
president of Delaware Avenue

Distribution Center, Inc.,
in DADC’s offices.

TELL US YOUR NEWS
The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s PortWatch is
produced quarterly by the

Authority’s Communications
Department, which invites
members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.

Continued on page 16: News Briefs
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A True Port Partner
Delaware Avenue Distribution Center
Aggressively Promotes the Port 
of Philadelphia and Has 
Seen Dramatic Growth 
as a Result
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Delaware Avenue Distribution 
Center Account Executive Tom Kenny 
and company owner Anthony Nardella 
at DADC’s warehouse in South Philadelphia.

HAMBURG SUD CELEBRATES NEW SERVICE… To properly commemorate
the inauguration of its new “Trident Service” at the Port of Philadelphia,
worldwide ocean carrier Hamburg Sud hosted a top-notch evening reception
at Philadelphia’s Constitution Center on Wednesday, March 22. Attended by
hundreds of members of the Philadelphia maritime community and top offi-
cials of Hamburg Sud, the evening celebrated the addition of this major new
service to the Port of Philadelphia’s roster of services. Hamburg Sud’s
“Trident Service,” which now regularly calls the Port’s Packer Avenue
Marine Terminal, serves northern Europe, Australia/New Zealand, and the
U.S. East Coast. PRPA thanks Hamburg Sud for a wonderful evening and,
more importantly, for its continued confidence in the Port of Philadelphia.

PRPA Deputy Executive Director Robert C.Blackburn, Executive Director
James T. McDermott, Jr., Chairman Brian Preski, and forest products center
operator John Brown enjoying the Hamburg Sud reception on Wednesday,
March 22.

NAVAL LMSR VESSELS AGAIN STATIONED AT PORT… After a short vacan-
cy, the U.S. Navy’s LMSR berth at Tioga Marine Terminal is now once again
home to two LMSR naval supply vessels: the USNS Yano and the USNS
Shughart. The USNS Yano docked at Tioga Terminal in late March and the
USNS Shughart followed in early April. LMSR is short for Large, Medium
Speed, Roll-On/Roll-Off vessel. Essentially giant floating warehouses, LMSRs
are designed to be ready at a moment’s notice when military supplies need
to be delivered to theaters of operation around the world.

The USNS Yano shortly after its arrival in Philadelphia. The USNS Shughart
eventually docked next to the vessel. 
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