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Philadelphia
Regional Port
Authority staff
members enjoyed
an unusual and
satisfying break
from their workday
on Monday,
September 25,
when popular mar-
itime artist David
Boone stopped by
the PRPA offices
to discuss his
work and his life-
long enthusiasm
for the maritime
history of the
Delaware River.

What was intend-
ed to be an
uneventful meeting
between Mr.
Boone, PRPA
Executive Director
James T.
McDermott, Jr.,
and the PRPA
Communications
Department to dis-
cuss the possibility
of Mr. Boone pro-
viding the artwork

for the 2006 PRPA holiday
greeting card soon turned into
something else: an impromptu
private exhibition of Mr.
Boone’s work for PRPA staff,
with Mr. Boone even signing
prints of his work for his many
admirers here.

“When I’m meeting with a
potential client, I always bring
along lots of samples of my
work, as well as some cour-
tesy prints to give out,” said
Mr. Boone. “But I have to say I
didn’t expect this level of
attention when I visited the
Port’s offices. It was gratifying
and enjoyable.”

Mr. Boone immediately drew the attention of PRPA
staff members once his artwork was spread out in
one of PRPA’s conference rooms. Soon, over a
dozen employees were in the conference room
enjoying Mr. Boone’s art and standing in line for
signed prints. Shortly after that, Mr. McDermott
took Mr. Boone on a tour of PRPA’s administrative
offices to meet more PRPA employees, which gen-
erated more requests for signed prints. It turned
out that a handful of PRPA employees, including
Mr. McDermott and MIS Director Joseph Petruzzi,
already had examples of Mr. Boone’s work on their
office walls, so meeting Mr. Boone and getting a
signed print or two was a special treat.

“I’ve had this guy’s work on my wall for years,”
said Mr. Petruzzi. “So it was amazing when the
boss brought him into my office to meet me. He told
Dave Boone I’d get a kick out of meeting him, and
he was right.”

David Boone’s story is a colorful and interesting
one. He was born in Camden, New Jersey in 1946
and recalls his stirring for art as early as the fourth
grade, when he did his first painting in poster 
colors on cardboard. Venturing out in his father’s
homemade rowboats, the young David Boone
enjoyed capturing the Delaware River’s wide 
variety of river traffic, from cargo vessels to the
ever-present tugboats, in pencil sketches.

In July, 1960, a teenaged David Boone traded a
crude painting for a ride on the Curtis Bay Towing
Company tugboat Reedy Point, and as he often
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Examples of his art spread out
before them, David Boone and

PRPA Executive Director James
T. McDermott, Jr. together display

the artwork selected for PRPA’s
2006 holiday greeting card.

Preserving Philadelphia’s Maritime History Through Art

Maritime Artist David Boone Visits PRPA
Headquarters 

A closer look at some of David Boone’s work.

TELL US YOUR NEWS
The Philadelphia Regional

Port Authority’s PortWatch is
produced quarterly by the

Authority’s Communications
Department, which invites
members of the maritime 

community to submit news for
future issues. News items can
be e-mailed to Joseph Menta
at JPMenta@philaport.com or
faxed to him at (215) 426-6800.

This past summer, the Philadelphia port community
gave a sincere thank you and farewell to Lieutenant
Colonel Robert J. Ruch, former commander of the
Philadelphia District of the United States Army
Corps of Engineers, for his service to the Port of
Philadelphia while stationed here. The special event
for Lieutenant Colonel Ruch was held at the Hyatt
Hotel on Philadelphia’s waterfront on Friday, June
30. Pictured here, following a presentation of an 
official port commemorative print to Lieutenant
Colonel Ruch that day, are (from left to right) river
pilot and PRPA board member Captain John P. Cuff;
Edward Hazuri of SUNOCO; PRPA Executive
Director James T. McDermott, Jr.; Lieutenant
Colonel Ruch; Captain Michael J. Linton, President
of the Pilots Association for the Bay & River
Delaware; and PRPA Deputy Executive Director
Robert C. Blackburn. Lieutenant Colonel Ruch is
now stationed in Iraq.
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PRPA offers its congratulations to its Strategic Planning
Department for a notable honor it recently received: At the
34th Annual Seminar, Conference & Exhibition of the
National Association of Foreign Trade Zones (NAFTZ)
held in Florida September 17-20, PRPA received the
NAFTZ’s annual Catherine Durda Marketing Award,
which is presented to the Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) grantee
with the best advertisement or marketing materials to 
promote Foreign Trade Zones. The Philadelphia Regional
Port Authority, which is the grantee of Foreign Trade Zone
#35, won for its recently produced FTZ folder/brochure that
describes the program in our region. Pictured here are
Strategic Planning Project Coordinator David Harvey and
Director of Strategic Planning Nicholas Walsh, and in the
other photograph, a closer look at the award and the brochure
that won. Good work, Nick and Dave!

Maritime Artist David Boone Visits PRPA
Port Staff Is Dazzled by Art Pieces 
Depicting the History of Philadelphia’s 
Working Waterfront
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David Boone (at left) shows extensive examples 
of his artwork to PRPA Executive Director 
James T. McDermott, Jr. on Monday, September 25.


