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As many readers of this publication are well
aware, numerous media reports have appeared
in recent months related to port expansion and
development, especially regarding the geo-
graphical region encompassing the former
Philadelphia Navy Yard and lands immediately
south of the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal. As
the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority (PRPA)
has been the primary agency involved in devel-
oping and refining these plans, as well as the
agency in the forefront of efforts to turn these
plans into reality, we believe it would be helpful

at this time to present to PortWatch readers a
clear timeline relating all the major events that
have been central to this vitally important port
development effort.

We hope that the following history—which
encompasses plans, business agreements, and
cooperative ventures between PRPA and sever-
al public and private sector interests from 2002
to the present—will illuminate what often seems
to be a complicated, entangled process with the
final benefits still far off. As this timeline will
demonstrate, although the road has often been
rocky, serious progress has been made and—
with PRPA’s continued leadership—the amazing
potential of Southport, and ultimately other port
expansion projects, will soon be well within
reach.

A Southport Timeline
Part I: Railroad Plans
In Autumn 2002, the Philadelphia Regional Port
Authority (PRPA) became aware of an attempt
by major rail carrier CSX to sell its Snyder
Avenue Rail Yard to The Goldenberg Group, a
developer who wished to build a huge, multi-
retailer shopping center at the site. Upon learn-
ing of these plans, PRPA promptly advised rep-
resentatives of CSX, The Goldenberg Group, and
the City of Philadelphia that the site represented
valuable maritime-industrial land and that unless
the concerns of the working waterfront were
addressed—through the PRPA—the port agency
would invoke its statutorily mandated zoning
supercession powers. Invoking these powers
would prevent the re-zoning of the property from
Port Industrial to Commercial, a necessary step
for the proposed sale to take place.

This development presented a serious enough
roadblock to CSX’s and Goldenberg’s plans that
both interests joined PRPA at the negotiating
table to craft the historic settlement known as
the “Ikea Deal,” which was consummated in
December of 2002. This agreement gave PRPA
the right to purchase and—just as importantly—
the funds to purchase Piers 122 and 124 in South
Philadelphia, as well as two other parcels of
land in close proximity to those piers: the
“Whiskey Yard,” a 29-acre parcel of land at
Delaware and Pattison Avenues and the
“Savage Yard,” a 13-acre parcel located just
southeast of PRPA’s Pier 98 Annex, located at
the intersection of Delaware and Oregon
Avenues. In securing these rights, PRPA deter-
mined that it would allow CSX’s sale of its for-
merly maritime-industrial Snyder Avenue Rail
Yard only if other lands of comparable
acreage—Piers 122/124 and the other lands
described above—would be made available to
PRPA for port use. Further, at the time of these
sensitive negotiations, PRPA realized that due to
the strong demand for waterfront property in
Philadelphia, the limited capacity for growth in
competing ports, and the height restrictions of
the Walt Whitman Bridge, future port develop-
ment in Philadelphia necessarily would have to
be south of the Walt Whitman Bridge. The Piers
122/124, Whiskey Yard, and Savage Yard proper-
ties addressed those requirements perfectly.
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PRPA plans to convert Parcel 9A
of the old Philadelphia Navy Yard
(green waterfront land at far left),
Piers 122 and 124 (center of pho-

tograph), and other acquired
acreage into a new, modern

marine terminal – Southport – to
be located just south of the Packer

Avenue Marine Terminal. The
docked vessel on the right side of
the photo marks the southern tip 

of PRPA’s Packer Avenue 
Marine Terminal.

A Timeline for Port Progress

Laying the Groundwork for Southport

As part of the National Park Service’s Adopt a
Monument program, PRPA Marketing
Department Secretary Rose Boyle and a hand-
ful of other volunteer members of the Delaware
Valley Civil War Round Table gathered in
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania during the weekend
of April 21-22 for their semiannual visit to clean
up monuments honoring Union soldiers who
perished at Gettysburg.

The volunteer group, which also includes Mrs.
Boyle’s husband Hugh, takes on the specific
responsibility of cleaning and maintaining the
grounds around the monuments honoring the
fallen of the 27th and 73rd Pennsylvania
Regiments. The two monuments are located on
Cemetery Hill at Gettysburg.

“My husband and I have been doing this for
about ten years, and we feel it’s well worth our
time,” said Mrs. Boyle.

The Adopt a Monument program allows groups
like the one in which Mrs. Boyle and her hus-
band participate to assist the National Park
Service with the big job of maintaining the
grounds and many monuments at this important
crossroads of U.S. history. ■

Taking Time to Honor Our Past

PRPA’s Rose Boyle Participates in Gettysburg’s
Clean-Up Effort

Hugh and Rose Boyle on 
Cemetery Hill in Gettysburg,

Pennsylvania in April.

The Boyles (far left) and other members of the 
Delaware Valley Civil War Round Table.

Did you know…?
On April 15, 1861, three days after the start of the Civil War,
President Abraham Lincoln called upon Pennsylvania for 16
regiments of volunteers. Philadelphia responded with char-
acteristic energy to provide the government with soldiers
properly armed and equipped as far and as fast as they
were needed. In the course of the war, Philadelphia was
represented in nearly 150 regiments, battalions, independent
batteries, cavalry troops, and other detached bodies.

Fort Mifflin, preserved today within the Port of Philadelphia,
was the only point of protection afforded Philadelphia during
the Civil War. A garrison was maintained there, as well as a
munitions storage facility, and eventually a military prison.
Over 3,500 captured Confederate troops were held at Fort
Mifflin by 1863, and following the battles of Gettysburg, 
over 9,000 additional prisoners arrived at the fort.



Is This Land the Future of the 
Port of Philadelphia?

The full story on the Philadelphia Regional 
Port Authority’s efforts to acquire substantial 

waterfront property to meet the needs of 
the booming container carrier industry.
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Parcel 9A at the former Philadelphia Navy Yard, immediately south of

the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal. Parcel 9A is a major component 

of PRPA’s Southport project.

3460 North Delaware Avenue, 2nd Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19134

PRPA Deputy Director of
Governmental and Public Affairs
Robert Cummings recently
spoke out against lingering
opposition in New Jersey to
the proposed 45-foot Delaware
River Channel-Deepening
Project, in the form of an 
Op-Ed piece that appeared in
the Sunday, April 15 edition
of the Camden County
Courier-Post. PortWatch is
pleased to reproduce Mr.
Cummings’ comments
here for your review.
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