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Channel Deepening Project Begins!

Recent Developments Allow U.S. Army corps of Engineers 10 Begin Deepening
the Delaware River’s Main Channel to 45 Feet

It's been a long road, paved with countless rallies, meetings, edito-
rials, press conferences, budgetary discussions, debates and
grassroots efforts. But with @ federal court decision on January
27, the way was cleared for the actual start of the Delaware River
Channel Deepening Project. The January decision didn't announce
the need for another study, OF the possible start of the project, or
any other kind of positive but heavily-qualiﬂed statement. It said
that the U.S. Army corps of Engineers could move from the routine
maintenance dredging it was perform‘mg in a portion of the chan-
nel in the State of Delaware 10 actual channel-deepening opera-
tions, with the aim of deepening the Delaware River's main chan-
nel from 40 to 45 feet. The Delaware River’s main channel passes
through three states: Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware.

U.S. District Court Judge Sue L. Robinson, speaking on January 27
in Wilmington, Delaware, both rejected the notion that the Army
Corps needed a Delaware state permit 10 proceed with the proj-
ect, as well as other “states rights” issues opponents believed
held sway over the channel, & designated federal waterway. Most
significantly, she said, «Based on the volume of business passing
through these ports, any loss in market share because the river
cannot handle ships of & certain draft will harm the local economy.
Congress has made the determination that it is in the public inter-
est to proceed with the deepening project.”

in the course of her ruling, Judge Robinson noted that the industri-
al port system along the Delaware River supports about 75,000
jobs, generates pillions of dollars in revenue and salaries, and
contributes over $150 million in state and local taxes. Furthermore,
she noted that deepening the Delaware River 0 45 feet was not
appreciably different than the normal maintenance dredging that
has regularly maintained the river's 40-foot depth since World
War Il

The ruling also rejected arguments that significant environmental
impacts would result from the deepening, noting that jmpacts from
deepening operations wwill be largely identical to impacts that
have been occurring since 1973 with regular maintenance
dredging.”

In a statement quoted widely in the media following Judge
Robinson’s ruling, PRPA Chairman John H. Estey said, “This is
great news for the tens of thousands of families whose livelinoods
depend on Philadelphia-area ports and for the taxpayers who will
reap the economic penefits of the deepening.”

Within days of the ruling, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
switched from maintenance dredging operations 10 channel-deep-
ening operations in the portion of the Delaware River channel
known as «Reach C,” & major portion of the channel located in the
state of Delaware. Judge Robinson advised the Corps to work
closely with the states of Delaware, New Jersey and Pennsylvania
during future stages of the project.

The Delaware River Channel Deepening Project was conceived
over 30 years ago and officially authorized by Congress over 20
years ago. In 2008, the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
became the local sponsor of the project, which will take about five
years t0 complete now that it's begun. The project encompasses a
102.5-mile stretch of the Delaware River, from the Chesapeake Bay
to Philadelphia’s Walt Whitman Bridge.

«Thanks to recent events, the Port of Philadelphia and all our
regional ports will soon be able to welcome the biggest, most
modern vessels in the trade today, as well as future vessels now
being conceived and built,” said Mr. EStey. «\Vithout this project
being undertaken as ports to the north and south of us aré being
deepened of having already peen deepened, we would quickly
fall by the wayside and our business would simply 9o elsewhere.”

For the very latest news about the Delaware River

Channel Deepening Project, please see PRPA's web site,
www.philaport.com. the specialized channel—deepening web
site www.supportthedeepening.com, and future issues of this
pub\ication‘

Depicted on these two pages are scenes from the many rallies,
press conferences and media events held in support of the
Delaware River Channel Deepening Project. ®
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