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3460 North Delaware Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19134

Dear friends of the Chilean and American Chamber of 
Commerce:

The 8.8 magnitude earthquake that struck the southern and 
central regions of Chile early on Saturday, February 27 has 
displaced 1.5 million people and tragically killed hundreds 
more. The Chilean and American Chamber of Commerce, 
on behalf of its staff, Board of Directors and members, 
offers our sincerest condolences and solidarity to those 
affected by the earthquake and all the people of Chile.

The Chilean Exporters Association (ASOEX) has reported 
that early indicators suggest that large parts of the  
fruit industry have emerged with minimal damage and 
short-term prospects for continued trade are good. For 
updates about unanticipated disruptions, please visit  
www.chileanfreshfruit.com.

We will be working with the Embassy and Consulate of 
Chile to lend assistance in this time of need and encourage 
you to support the active relief efforts currently underway 
in Chile.

To make a donation: 
Contact the American Red Cross at 1-800-HELP NOW or 
1-800-257-7575 (if you wish to speak to someone in 
Spanish), or mail your donation to the American Red Cross 
at P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013. A secure online 
payment can also be made at www.redcross.org. 

To identify other active relief organizations, visit  
http://www.chile-usa.org/Howtohelp.htm.

Sincerely,

The Chilean and American Chamber of Commerce of 
Greater Philadelphia

Main headquarters: 
200 South Broad Street, Suite 700 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Main phone: (215) 790-3627 
Main fax: (215) 790-3600 
General e-mail: cacc@greaterphilachamber.com 
Visit us at www.caccgp.com 

Please Join the Chilean Earthquake Relief Effort!
A Message from the Chilean and American Chamber of  
Commerce of Greater Philadelphia

Proudly Managing Pennsylvania’s International Seaport Since 1990 	 www.philaport.com
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Terminals Busier Than EverNew Cargoes, New Services

Channel Deepening Begins!

Particulars believed to be correct, but not guaranteed.
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News Briefs Items of Interest in and around the Port

handled by PRPA facilities. That figure is up nearly 17,000 long tons from the 
year before.

“This agreement is especially appropriate at this time,” said Mr. Estey. “Both 
the Port of Philadelphia and the Panama Canal Authority are working on major 
projects that will allow us to welcome and service the world’s largest vessels. 
Our 45-foot Channel Deepening Project and the improvements being made to 
the Panama Canal will together encourage the world’s largest, most modern 
vessels to use both the Panama Canal and the Port of Philadelphia in the ser-
vice of their cargoes. We’re both going in a great direction, and this agreement 
will only strengthen our alliance.”

Additional information about the Memorandum of Understanding, including the 
exact text of the document, can be found at www.philaport.com.

MICHAEL GABOR RETIRES… PRPA wishes a happy and productive retirement 
for its friend Michael Gabor, who recently retired from Urban Engineers, Inc. 
after a long career with the engineering firm so often involved in maritime proj-
ects at the Port of Philadelphia. Mike joined Urban in 1992 after a successful 
25-year engineering and contracting career, immediately using his vast mari-
time, highway and bridge experience to take on a comprehensive array of proj-

ects at Urban. In his 17 years with Urban 
Engineers, he made marine engineering a spe-
cialty of the firm and oversaw hundreds of com-
pleted projects himself. Upon retiring in January 
2010, Mike closed out an amazing 49-year career. 
We’ll truly miss Mike, but genuinely salute him as 
he begins an exciting new phase of his life!

UPCOMING WTA EVENTS… As a proud, active 
member of the World Trade Association of 
Philadelphia (WTA), PRPA is pleased to publicize 
the following upcoming WTA events: the organi-
zation’s Annual Golf Outing will be held at the 
Little Mill Country Club in Marlton, New Jersey on 
Monday, June 14, and its Annual Banquet will be held at the Cescaphe 
Ballroom in the Northern Liberties section of Philadelphia on Wednesday, 
September 15. For more information about these two sure-to-be-terrific events, 
visit the WTA web site at www.WTAPhila.com or give WTA Executive 
Administrator Deborah Ingravallo a call at (856) 642-3957. Let’s have a great 
turnout at both of these events!

As host of the Food Channel’s Dinner: Impossible program, master 
chef Robert Irvine serves creative, gourmet dishes for small groups 
and large gatherings, all with little more than a moment’s notice and 
using only foods available at hand. Chef Irvine faced one of the big-
gest challenges of his career on Monday, November 2, when he was 
charged with feeding 150 longshoremen at PRPA’s Packer Avenue 
Marine Terminal using only the ingredients of the shipping contain-

ers on the terminal that day. In the end, he produced a variety of 
tasty, exotic recipes—including ostrich, rattlesnake and peacock  
dishes!—that impressed hungry workers more used to basic meat-
and-potatoes fare. Check your listings for an encore presentation of 
this exciting episode, which still airs occasionally on the Food 
Channel. Special thanks to terminal operator Holt Logistics for  
facilitating this special treat for the Port’s top-notch labor force!

Michael Gabor 

It’s been a long road, paved with countless rallies, meetings, edito-

rials, press conferences, budgetary discussions, debates and 

grassroots efforts. But with a federal court decision on January 

27, the way was cleared for the actual start of the Delaware River 

Channel Deepening Project. The January decision didn’t announce 

the need for another study, or the possible start of the project, or 

any other kind of positive but heavily-qualified statement. It said 

that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers could move from the routine 

maintenance dredging it was performing in a portion of the chan-

nel in the State of Delaware to actual channel-deepening opera-

tions, with the aim of deepening the Delaware River’s main chan-

nel from 40 to 45 feet. The Delaware River’s main channel passes 

through three states: Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware.

U.S. District Court Judge Sue L. Robinson, speaking on January 27 

in Wilmington, Delaware, both rejected the notion that the Army 

Corps needed a Delaware state permit to proceed with the proj-

ect, as well as other “states rights” issues opponents believed 

held sway over the channel, a designated federal waterway. Most 

significantly, she said, “Based on the volume of business passing 

through these ports, any loss in market share because the river 

cannot handle ships of a certain draft will harm the local economy. 

Congress has made the determination that it is in the public inter-

est to proceed with the deepening project.”

In the course of her ruling, Judge Robinson noted that the industri-

al port system along the Delaware River supports about 75,000 

jobs, generates billions of dollars in revenue and salaries, and 

contributes over $150 million in state and local taxes. Furthermore, 

she noted that deepening the Delaware River to 45 feet was not 

appreciably different than the normal maintenance dredging that 

has regularly maintained the river’s 40-foot depth since World  

War II.

The ruling also rejected arguments that significant environmental 

impacts would result from the deepening, noting that impacts from 

deepening operations “will be largely identical to impacts that 

have been occurring since 1973 with regular maintenance  

dredging.”

In a statement quoted widely in the media following Judge 

Robinson’s ruling, PRPA Chairman John H. Estey said, “This is 

great news for the tens of thousands of families whose livelihoods 

depend on Philadelphia-area ports and for the taxpayers who will 

reap the economic benefits of the deepening.” 

Within days of the ruling, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

switched from maintenance dredging operations to channel-deep-

ening operations in the portion of the Delaware River channel 

known as “Reach C,” a major portion of the channel located in the 

state of Delaware. Judge Robinson advised the Corps to work 

closely with the states of Delaware, New Jersey and Pennsylvania 

during future stages of the project.

The Delaware River Channel Deepening Project was conceived 

over 30 years ago and officially authorized by Congress over 20 

years ago. In 2008, the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority 

became the local sponsor of the project, which will take about five 

years to complete now that it’s begun. The project encompasses a 

102.5-mile stretch of the Delaware River, from the Chesapeake Bay 

to Philadelphia’s Walt Whitman Bridge.

“Thanks to recent events, the Port of Philadelphia and all our 

regional ports will soon be able to welcome the biggest, most 

modern vessels in the trade today, as well as future vessels now 

being conceived and built,” said Mr. Estey. “Without this project 

being undertaken as ports to the north and south of us are being 

deepened or having already been deepened, we would quickly  

fall by the wayside and our business would simply go elsewhere.”

For the very latest news about the Delaware River  

Channel Deepening Project, please see PRPA’s web site,  

www.philaport.com, the specialized channel-deepening web  

site www.supportthedeepening.com, and future issues of this 

publication.

Depicted on these two pages are scenes from the many rallies, 

press conferences and media events held in support of the 

Delaware River Channel Deepening Project. ■

Channel Deepening Project Begins!

Recent Developments Allow U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to Begin Deepening 

the Delaware River’s Main Channel to 45 Feet












































