
 

   

 

 

May 22nd, 2024 

Honorable Michael S. Regan 

Administrator 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 
  

Dear Administrator Regan, 

 

I write in support of PhilaPort’s “Strategic Transition to Electrify the Port of Philadelphia 

(STEPP)” application to EPA’s Clean Ports program. PhilaPort seeks this funding to support a 

project that will purchase zero-emissions equipment essential to port operations and 

infrastructure upgrades to accommodate the new equipment. 

 

PhilaPort is located in a nonattainment area for 2008 and 2015 ozone standards and adjacent to 

disadvantaged communities. This funding for the zero-emissions equipment would include 13 

zero-emission terminal tractors, two all-electric ship-to-shore cranes, 10 zero-emission forklifts, 

and one railcar mover. In addition, this funding will go towards a planning grant, which will 

enable the port to enlist professional services to craft a guiding document for the transition of the 

port to zero-emissions. Acquiring zero-emission port equipment will allow PhilaPort to 

dramatically reduce pollution in nearby communities, including disadvantaged communities that 

suffer from disproportionate environmental impacts. This project will lay the groundwork and 

planning for PhilaPort’s strategic transition to electric operations, which will ensure the 

continued smooth operation of this critical link in the nation’s supply chain while improving the 

health of nearby communities and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

I urge you to give the application full and fair consideration. Feel free to contact my office (202) 

224-4254 if you have any questions, comments, or concerns. Thank you in advance for your 

consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

 

   

 

Sincerely, 

 

   

John Fetterman  

United States Senator  


